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IS MATERTALIZATION TRUE? IF 80, ITS 
PHILOSOPHY. 


The word “materialization,” as you are aware, has special 
reference, doubtless, in this question to a certain class of 
manifestations that have taken place within the last few years 
in connection with Modern Spiritualism. 

Undoubtedly these manifestations are not new, but they 
have now for the first time attracted the attention of philoso- 
phers, and are considered as legitimate subjects for scientific 
investigation. Heretofore all apparitions or appearances of 
that kind have been considered to emanate from one of two 
sources: either from a confused and diseased imagination, 
which the materialist employs as a reason to account for 
nearly every spiritual manifestation, or from the real repre- 
sentation of spiritual forms or images to the mind (through 
the visual organs). ; 

Undoubtedly the German philosophers were correct in sup- 
posing there were three phases or appearances of things 
which presented themselves to the human mind: one, the 
conception of a thing which may have its birth in the mind 
without any external form ; another, the appearance or imita- 
tion of a thing which may have existence really but not be 
the thing represented ; and the third is the actual appearance 
or form (the thing itself). All of these phases constitute the 
usual appearances of life, and they so interblend that with- 
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out actual science it were difficult sometimes to tell which are 
conceptions of the mind, which are appearances of things, 
and which are real things; and we are not certain that even 
science Is uccurate upon this subject. She is so arbitrary and 
dogmatic in her terms, and assumes things to be rea) which 
undoubtedly are not so, and disputes realities which she does 
not comprehend, that it is not safe even to suppose that sci- 
ence can fully determine what things are real and what are 
unreal. But itis generally admitted that all usual appear- 
ances of earth and sky, all forms that are familiar to the eyes 
and senses of man, the usual human existences and such 
other things as come within the analytical scope of scientific 
knowledge, are real. But there is a vast other region of in- 
vestigation just as real that lies beyond the present region of 
scientific investigation, and which gradually is obtruding 
itself upon science. That other region is the existence of 
just as tangible forces, governed by just as real laws, and 
acted upon by fust as spontaneous and natural impulses as 
the external world, which, however, is not governed by the 
laws controlling the material world, but by other laws that 
are just as tangible and capable of solution. And this, of 
course, brings us to the legitimate sphere of inquiry involved 
in this question. 

That materfalization fs true{s attested by the usual testi- 
mony of science, by the suppositions of sctentific deduction 
and analogy, and by the testimony of those who have investi- 
gated occult forces through clairvoyance and spiritual power. 
The only basis for external science is the testimony of ex- 
ternal scientists, and that has been adduced and given in pub- 
lished testimonials by at least a score of living scientific 
minds, to say nothing of the added testimony of thousands of 
witnesses who are not scientific yet who are capable of ob- 
serving material facts. This, of course, leaves no room for 
the doubting of the reality of materialization. The philoso- 
phy of it science has not yet claimed to solve, and there are 
only afew scientific men that have the inclination or the 
leisure to devote to the investigation of this subject. Among 
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those the familiar names of Messrs. Crookes, Wallace and 
Varley, and the Scientific Investigating Committee of St. 
Petersburg, are famillar; but at the same time they have not 
professed, nor are they ready to state any philosophy con- 
cerning the fact. The facts alone are stated by them and 
the deductions must be drawn by the scientific world, ora 
philosophy must be unfolded which shall explain measurably 
the process of this form of manifestation. 

Everything in nature is materialized from an invisible and 
impalpable source, The germ which contains the oak is not 
visible In its possibilities save by chemical and microscopic 
analysis; yet you are perfectly well aware that under favor- 
able and correct conditions the germ will develop into a 
forest tree, and that all the properties which will constitute 
the tree are held in solution in the earth or In theair. This 
process that goes on before your very senses is invisible to 
you; you do not see the circulation of the sap, the quicken- 
ing of the germ, the .weaving of the various rays of sunlight 
into the fibre and trunk of the tree; you see nothing save 
that a miracle of life is performed slowly and gradually be- 
fore you, and that at Jast the forest tree is there. Yet, ff you 
had never been accustomed to its growth, if once, for the first 
time in your life, you had seen a shrub or tree unfold, it were 
then a miracle; you would not have any philosophy to ac- 
count for it, and the whole research of all other sciences 
would be void to explain that one sublime mystery of the un- 
folding of a flower or a tree. Consequently, that is always 
mysterious to which you are unaccustomed and have nota 
ready solution either of the daily contact of life, or of a sci- 
ence which finally penetrates into the process of life in the 
forest tree. 

The only difference between the usual functions of natural 
life as manifested in the unfoldment of any organic form and 
materializations by spirit power, is that every organic form in 
Nature unfolds by a process of generation or germination ; 
and science has failed to discover any spontaneous generation 
in the nniverse—we mean, any creation of form without a 
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preceding germ of that form. Consequently, science is ac. 
customed to suppose that all appearances that cannot be 
traced to a germination must be either aberrations of the 
mind, creations and tricks of the mental vision, sorcery, or 
’ sleight-of-hand. But we can show that this is a fallacious 
couclusion, since forms may be as real for certain purposes 
that are not generic in the process of their evolution, and 
since a form representing an idea may be as a symbol just as 
valuable as a creative or generic form may be; and this is all 
that is claimed of any representation whatever. For instance, 
these flowers are the result of generic process. They have 
grown from the earth under the usual organic process of un- 
foldment. Artificial flowers might be there, resembling these, 
which would convey to your minds the symbol of flowers, and 
which, if your senses are not very acute, aud you are not near 
enough, you could vot detect from the natural flowers. The 
artificial flower has nct been created by generic process, but 
by the imitative process, by producing such shapes and forms 
and drawing together such materials as will convey the idea 
of the natural flower when the generic process is absent. 

Now, science declares that the atmosphere holds in solution 
nearly all, if not all, the elements of the earth; and that 
these, if condensed, can be made to resemble the elements of 
earth, though of course they exist there in a diluted form. 
The results of witchcraft, sorcery and magic also prove that 
appearances of real things can be brought before the mind 
and optical vision in such manner as to represent the rcal 
things and convey all needed impressions of a symbol. If 
this can be done by magic and sorcery, and by rapidity of 
movement and skillful fingering, it can also be done:by 
another process. Chemistry resolves in her ertcible the va- 
rious vapors and makes them solid substances axain ; and the 
great alchemy of life does this over and over every day and 
hour of existence. Solid substances become vapor, and vapor 
becomes again solid substance without ever once creating a 
thought of wonder at this great magic that Is going on in the 
world, without a perception of its process. 
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Now, if the science of chemistry can do this, and if you are 
aware that Nature does it always and continually in her lab- 
oratory, it only remains for you to understand that behind 
the external science is another, a super-science, and that the 
philosophy which accounts for externa] things by natural 
law, may also account for an appearance of external things 
by super-natural law; (and here we use the word super-nat- 
ural not as extending beyond jaw, and as being above the 
usual law of Nature.) Then you at once enter into the region 
of explaining all of those manifestations that have the ap- 
pearance of organic things, yet are not generic, but are adopt- 
ed and employed for a certain purpose of Presentation to the 
mind. 

Undoubtedly all visions of seers, all visitations of angels or 
messengers in olden time,’ were either psychologic impres- 
sions produced upun the brain, or actual appearances evolved 
from the atmosphere by this super mundane science that we 
speak of; and when any given number of people witness the 
same manifestation under the same circumstances and testify 
to its truthfulness, the reasonable deduction is, that it is not 
psychological, but an external appearance, and that for that 
external appearance there must be a natural and legitimate 
law and process. Therefore, if one person sees a vision, it 
may be an enraptured impression produced upon his mind by 
the exaltation of thought or inspiration. If ten or twenty or 
one hundred persons see the same vision, it is undoubtedly 
either an unusual psychological power, a pentecostal flame 
that psychologizes the whole multitude, or else it is an exter- 
nal appearance created by that power to produce impressions 
externally upon their minds. Both of these presentations are 
possible, and both come within the range of vision spiritually 
and of materialization so-called. 

The genuine materialization is that. which piuabices : an im- 
pression upon the external visual organs or senses, and which 
without psychologic power conveys the impression of an in- 
telligent source of personation. These forms of demonstra- 
tion constitute all phases of physical manifestations in Spirit. 


40 IS MATERIALIZATION TRUE? 


ualism, are to be observed through the senses, judged of by 
the usual avenues of sensation and reasoned upon in the 
usual manner. They differ from manifestations that are pro- 
duced upon the mind from inspiration or from gifts of the 
spirit inwardly, and must be fudged by the usual standards 
of scientific observation aided by that liberality of Judgment 
which admits the possibility of higher laws than science has 
as yet discovered. 

According to the best authorities, or investigators, upon 
this subject, among whom, perhaps, Mr. Crookes is one, a 
learned professor in one of the London Universities is another 
—who writes under the name of *“‘Imperator,”? M. A. (Oxon.) 
ete.~and other testimonies, there are three kinds or varieties 
of materialized forms. One variety is that ofa seeming picture 
thrown upon a wall or canvas; there appears before the aper- 
ture of a cabinet, or within ® room, or on a pane of glass, a 
likeness—the lineaments, expressions, features of a departed 
friend. These are pictures. Now do not confound this with 
spirit-photography; it isnotso. These are pictures created 
at the time by spiritual power, under an impression of light 
that spiritually corresponds to the light employed in the magic 
lantern, and really reflects the image of the spirit form, or of 
the form which the spirit wore while upon earth. ‘this is a 
process of picture-making, and is just as much a materializa- 
tion as an actual form, only that if does not claim to be the 
form of a spirit, or even a representation of that form except 
as a picture. 

Another phase of materialization, as sometimes seen with 
Dr. Slade and others, is that the figures appear as statues, ; 
without the usual evidences of life, or sometimes even as 
masks, without the usual expression of vitality. These are 
images corresponding to sculpture, and, for the time being, 
are created as representations of spirit-friends, resembling 
them in lineament, expression, feature, but lacking the vi- 
_ tality which seems to give life, 

The third and most triumphant form of materialization is 
that of the actual form, which apparently has all vital fune- 
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tions, breathes, moves, speaks, expresses joy or sorrow,’ and 
to touch and sight and every physical and mental sensation 
appears tangible as the material forms which you occupy to- 
day. 

' ‘These three different phases, with their various modifica- 
tions, have been well attested, have been proven to occur as 
genuine manifestations of a power beyond external science 
and without any appurtenances of chemical or other scientific 
aid. These three are easily explained. If a spirit has power 
over.any atom of material substance, or any force emanating 
from the medium, then a spirit has power to do all that we 
have stated. That spirit has power over material substances 
you are aware from the contact of your own spirits with your 
own bodies, and that some of those powers are so occult, ime 
palpable, and imperceptibleas to be exercised almost without 
volition. But this, you say, is in ovedience to organic law. So 
itis; but then you do things in obedience to organic law that 
are not necessarily dependent upon the organic structure of 
your bodies. The mental vibrations are real, and these, in 
turn, produce a palpable effect upon the physical organism. 
Itis true that no embodied human spirit has yet discovered 
the power whereby, by exercising the will or volition, you 
can impel an organized body, outside of the human form, to 
move in any direction whatever without the aid of extrane- 
ous sources. Itts true that the embodied human spirit does 
not know of any process, save through chemical science and 
the usual laws of Nature, whereby bodies can be evolved out 
of the seeming vapor of the atmosphere. But itis also true 
that science admits the possibility of this being performed 
through scientific processes, and if the mind were madeaware 
of another and inner step, behind chemistry and beyond the 
usual laws of scientific investigation, science admits the pos- 
sibility of its being done. Having admitted the possibility of 
it, it only remains for the individual to possess the power to 
do it, and that power lies within the province of the disem- 
bodied minds who are nearer to the sources of organic life, - 
nearer to the sources of elemental being, and one step nearer 
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to the existence of the real, atomic structures of the universe. 
This is why their will power can act upon atoms outside of 
organized bodies~because, removed from organized bodies, 
they can employ the forces that otherwise are idle and dor- 
mant, even in your own systems, and make these forces per- 
form the work which you cannot do. . 
Mediums for materialization are those who possess, there- 
fore, a certain amount of that nervous, or what we choose to 
term psycho-dynamie power, that is unemployed by them- 
selves, but which spirits, aware of its existence and of the 
method of its manipulation, can employ for the purposes of 
materialization. Asthe body, in its physica] structure, at- 
tracts to itself the particles of the atmosphere to sustain it, so 
the spirit can attract from the atmosphere substances and 
particles, through this force that exists in the materializing 
medium, out of which can be fashioned either the pictured 
likeness of the friend, the sculptured image, or the living and 
apparently vitalized form. And this law by which the vital 
forces of the medium are utilized in this way, is a law of 
spiritual volition acting upon the medium, but the medium’s 
mind having nothing to do with it, save the passivity with 
which the medium and the surroundings meet the effort of 
the spirit to do this thing. Tho agitation of a single wave of 
thought, the opposition of a single violent will-power, anger, 
suspicion, hatred, all violent passions, interfere with this nor- 
mal circulation of the fluid that is employed by spirits in ma- 
terlalization. Hence you are frequently told: Be harmonious 
in your circles; keep your minds passive; let there be no vio- 
lence; let there be no suspicion, Why? Because, even as 
the various points of the magnet become de-polarized by cer- 
tain processes, so these various atoms become de-polarized, 
so far as the spirit-will is concerned, by the agitation of in- 
termediate waves of thought, and cannot be thus utilized. 
When the conditions are perfect the perfect form isevolved ; 
when the conditions are imperfect various stages are evolved 
and are considered failures; sometimes ara even considered 
impostures. But supposing, in the process of taking a pic- 
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ture, you were to suddenly rush into the photographer’s dark 
cabinet, insist upon hauling out the plates and seeing what 
progress he had made, would it be imposture, on tho part of 
the photographer, if there were no real picture there? So 
manv persons imagine, because, during the process of mate- 
rialization, certain things are discovered that do not seem to 
conform to their ideas of what should be the state of affairs, 
therefore there is trickery. Do you consider the sculptor an 
impostor because when you tear aside the screen that veils 
the unfinished marble itis incomplete? Do you consider any- 
thing in science an imposture because it is interrupted before 
fully formed ? 

You have heard that materialized forms or images have 
been interrupted in the process of development, and that va- 
rious things, all confusion, seemed to appear in the cabinet. 
Did it ever occur to you that a spirit requires time and condi- 
tions to make perfect things, just as well as mortals, and that 
’ those conditions and that time may be as carefully preserved 
from interruption under all fitting test conditions that should 
be applied dcforehand and not during the time of the materi- 
alization? Diditever occur to you that the most delicate 
process in the universe must be that process that through oc- 
eult forces evolves & palpable image to the sight of men? 
And the only wonder is, no¢ that there are so few of these 
manifestations that are satisfactory, but that there are any, 
considering the delicate nature of the conditions required, 
and considering the rude, uncouth, and crude manner in 
which human beings proceed to the investigation of them. 

If you would know the laws that govern materialization, 
you should guard them as carefully, preserve the conditions 
as sacredly, treat them with the same kind of deference and 
the same kind of reason that you do the carefully prepared 
plate, the electric battery, the various refined and subtle pro- 
cesses of chemical science that are oftentimes experimented 
with a thousand times before there is one successful result. 

This substance upon which spirits act to produce the repre- 
sentation of material forms is, as we state, the most delicate 
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of all substances which the human form holds, and is the one 
pitimate link connecting matter with spirit. Upon this spirit 
breathes its volition or will-power: an aura is created that 
draws just so much of the vitality from the form of the medi- 
um, and frequently from others who are in sympathy that are 
present. These subtle and delicate atoms attract other corre- 
sponding atoms from the atmosphere ; and by this process of 
mation, which is created when these atoms are drawn from 
the form of the medium, the attraction goes on until either 
the picture, the sculptured image, or the vitalized form is re- 
vealed to the vision. 

As we state, this process can only be comprehended by those 
who are accustomed to the subtle changes and transforma- 
tions of chemical science; can only be comprehended by those 
who have studied with the greatest care, perhaps, the writ- 
ings of Reichenbach, Prof. Faraday, and others who have 
investigated to a certain point the occult forces connected 
with the human system; and they must also goa step beyond 
this and understand that the volition of the spirit acting upon 
these substances which are held in solution in the form of the 
medium causes the attraction of other atoms, and the making 
up of the fabric which to that intent and for that purpose ts 
for the time being materialized. 

Sometimes the question is asked : Is it, then, only an image ? 
Certainly it is only an image. No one ever saw with material 
eyes an actual spiritual form. This is an image (the outward 
form) which expresses yourself to-day. Noone pretends it — 
ts the man or the woman that sits here In the outer garb of 
material life, and fashioned and formed shapely or unshapely, 
It ts simply the representation of the spirit. No one claims 
that this is the Ego—it ts the outward image of itonly. The 
difference between your form and the image which appears 
for the time being as a materialized spirit-form is that yours 
has passed through the process of organic life, while the 
spirit-form is the result of the {immediate created life given by 
the spirit. And this explains why, in ancient lore and among 
the biblical prophets and seers, there were frequently men de« 
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seribed as angels, and messengers who walked ‘and: talked {3 

and ate and drank with them as angelic visitants, these forms _ 

appearing in the guise of men, and taking upon themselves 
‘the real form of existence. But these images also had power 

to de-materialize and disappear neale without organic pro- 

cess of decomposition. 

This reveals, also,a glimpse at another kind of nature: 
namely, that forms may be created as instruments are, as 
tools and implements are, for uses without any organic pro- 
cess, and that so long as these uses abide and prevail the 
form may remain; but when the uses no longer abide and 
prevail the form disappears. The inverse process of materl- 
alization opens up also an avenue of disintegration. Chem- 
istry not only shows that seeming vapor can be fashioned 
into solid substance, but that solid substances may become 
vapor; and does not this explain, then, all that class of mant- 
festations that in olden times were supposed to be miraculous, 
and which in modern science have been considered as super- 
stitions? Disappearance of the prophet tn cloud and flame ; 
transfiguration of Christ, his uplifting from the grave—all 

. these wonderful things not fables but realities under the pow- 
er of spiritual disintegration ! Does not this explain the tak- 
ing onand off of the coat, the dismemberment of the iron 
ting from neck and arm? the various substances passing 
through solid walls, seemingly—that disintegration is just as 
possible as consolidation, and that atoms which are bound to- 
gether by material laws, if those Jaws are not finally inter- 
rupted, can be drawn together again, and can be interrupted 
for a certain space of time or in a certain manner, and yet 
not lose their integral vitality and the attraction of coheston 
that binds them together? Cut your hand; close the wound 
immediately and there will be no sore there. The circulation 
will goon if the atmosphere does not intervene. Let there 
be hemorrhage of any vital part of the body; if the arterial 
blood is not oxygenated with contact with the atmosphere, it 
will go on giving vitality just the same. And science proves 
that if any wound or any sudden blow on the body could be with 
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guffictent rapidity closed, there would really be no wound and 
really be no suffering. It is because of the intervening time, 
aud that the atoms become disintegrated too far, and that the 
intervening atmosphere steps in and dissolution measurably 
takes place in that part of the body which is affected by the 
wound or the blow. When the science of medicine, therefore, 
shall have so far discovered this law as to have instantancous 
action always available, the {lls from accidents or other sud- 
den contingent circumstances of life will be far fewer. 

This being true, as we say, of de-matertalization, and of 
the possibility of having interruption in organic life, and yet 
that the organic life goes on—the wound upon the bark of 
the tree healing up by other fibrous forms, the sap continuing 
to circulate when a large gash is cut in the side of the tree, 
various things in nature that show the constant reparation 
that is going on even where there is violent interruption of 
life, prove that where there is sufficient of the oecult forces 
and a sufficient knowledge of those forces, the various pro- 
cesses of healing, of disintegration, material formation and 
of external decay, can be understood, avoided, guided, direct- 
ed Just now as you guide and direct a ship, or any other me- . 
chanical implement that you have yourself created. 

When itis understood that organized life is not a miracle, 
but only a process of chemical and mechanical action, it will 
then be known and become possible not only to force flowers 
into more rapid growth and bloom, and cause a tree to grow 
in one year what it usually does in three, four or ten, but it 
will be possible to develop from the germ with greater ra- 
Pidity than even the hot house culture the flower perhaps in 
a single day ; and if the chemical science shall still goon, 
may it not be possible that the substances and combinations 
ont of which the flower is made shall at least be so simulated 
as to make the semblance of a flewer that shall last, even 
though it do not have the organic process and power of fruc- 
tification and reproduction? And this also leads, step by step, 
into the great miracle of creation. For what else do human 
beings become when they seize hold of the natural substances 
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of earth and fashion forms for their own pleasure or profit 
but proportional creators? And if in elemental life shall be 
found all substances that exist in organic bodies, is it not 
possible by another step and another leap of the spirit into 
knowledge to shape those forms into the semblances of or- 
ganic being, and for purposes of temporary manifestation to 
make a living, breathing image? Itis possible. And itis 
this power that, developed proportionately, makes the angels 
and spirits like the Deity; but at the same time there is no 
coutinuity because no organic process ; no power of propaga- 
tion because no organic function. The form is made for the 
certain purpose of expression, and must be disintegrated in 
order to restore to the.vitalized bodles from which the atoms 
have been taken the properties required for their continued 
existence ; and therefore in the present state of the earth a 
permanent material.zation of any physical form (except frag- 
ments) would be utterly impossible, without robbing the life 
that is In existence, through organic law. But even organized 
bodies rob from each other. You slay the tender dove to give 
you food ; you cut down the wheat that your bodies may live. 
Every organized substance preys upon every other organized 
substance, and you rob the earth that the body and the soul 
of man may beenriched. Go another step, and the spirit 
takes from your forms all that vitality that you can possibly 
spare to make the single image that shall convince the world 
that there is life beyond death. 

In all times and ages men have sought for signs and won- 
ders. No vision of prophet or seer would suffice; the intul- 
tion of the soul was not enough; the revelations of God upon 
the tablets of the human spirit did not answer. Man must 
needs have the real tablets of stone as palpable law, the thun- 
der in the heavens and the lightnings in the sky, the visible 
sign and token, the Shekinah glowing before your vision by 
night and as cloud by day; and so long as this is true, the 
spiritual forces of the universe must tear from your own vi- 
tality the functions that are required to build up the pillar of 
fire and of cloud, the living image, the angeltc form; and yet 
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this is not the real, it is only an expression of power, only a 
proof of foree, only the fact of external life behind which lies . 
the sublimer fact and loftier fulfillment of spiritual existence. 

Oh, when will man, uplifted by loftier sensibilities and con- © 
trolled by higher aspirations, seek the spiritual fountain and 
the image of God in his own soul instead of pictured imagcs 
and shadows that have no reality of life? When will man 
seek for the sign, not at the outer door, but within the temple 
of his own spirit, asking not as a proof of Deity the hand- 
writing upon the wall, but rather the conviction of the mind? 
For this we can afford to wait. The child must grope before 
he can walk. There must be blocks of stone before there 
can be the magic of the Grecian dome. 

Let us have the image and forms. Let us understand that 
they are powers of the great science of life whereby the soul 
of man, fulfilling the perfect gifts of the spirit, shall finally 
fashion into outer image everything that his thought con- 
ceives, and the forces of earth and air shall fly at his bidding 
even ag the winged lightnings do to-day, and even as the pent- 
up vapor that carries the iron steed snorting across the con- 
tinents, 

Behold, there is no miracle beneath thesun. All lifeisa 
perpetual change, and flows from the spirit to the outermost, 
and that which is the next step remains to be revealed to your 
consciousness, and the soul, with its surpassing powers, shall 
unfold even in time and eternity to do the things that magt 
and sorcerer have not dreamed, revealing one by one the 
atoms in the structures that make up the visible and invisible 
universe. 

This {s somewhat of the philosophy that is couched in that 
one word, Materialization. 


MATERIALIZING POSSIBILITIES." 


All persons who are familiar with the phraseology of Mod- 
ern Spiritualism, are aware that the word materialization has 
a technical meaning: that it refers to a certain class of phe- 
nomena now taking place, in connection with spiritual mani- 
festations, distinct from the apparition, the ghost, or the spir- 
itual vision of former times. These appearances are tangible, 
take on every condition of seeming substances, and are pal- 
pable to the human senses. 

The whole question of the materiality of matter hinges 
upon the answer to this question—the supposed solidity of 
matter, which science has dissipated to some extent; the sup- 
posed necessary organic properties of matter, which these 
manifestations certainly dissever, (the possibilities of the 
contact of atoms being so arranged as to simulate organic 
life for the time being, and yet not possess organic life); the 
properties of weight, specific gravity, and everything upon 
which science usually hinges all her propositions. 

The first physical manifestations in connection with Spirit- 
valism certainly overthrew many theories of science, as, for 
instance, the attraction of gravitation, or the specific gravity 
which draws bodies toward the earth and its centre, was over- 
come by an invisible, impalpable power; the uplifting of 
heavy bodies in the atmosphere being an indication of this 
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power. The disseverance of such bodies, the disintegration 
of particles of matter, however, except by decay or chemical 
transformation, was considered even less a possibility by scl- 
ence in times past. 

In periods of great spiritual power, when miracles were 
performed, all these things have taken place; the apparent 
crumbling away of the walls at the feast of Belshazzar, and 
the handwriting upon the walls; the appearance of angels 
and messengers, walking, talking and eating with the 
prophets and believers of olden time; the appearances of 
angels in human form, denoting palpably distinct formation, 
and spiritual vision, also, sometimes accompanying these, 
wherein only the seers beheld them; the certain transforma- 
tion of one substance into another, as the changing of water 
into wine by Christ, at the marriage, and the various mira- 
eles performed by him, which, of course, though performed by 
him, must have been done in accordance with some law that 
intervened the so-called laws of nature—had they never taken 
place at any other time or in connection with any other hu- 
man being, the fact of their taking place then indicated a 
possibility of either the suspension of the usual laws of na- 
ture or the existence of intervening laws of which science is 
not‘aware. 

We choose to take the latter hypothesis—that all the laws 
upon the surface of things in nature are equable and unvary- 
ing, excepting where there are intervening Jaws to take their 
places; that anything which transpires either regularly or 
exceptionally in nature, or any phenomena, must occur in 
accordance with a general or special law, and that that law is 
usually either general or special as the mind {s familtar with it. 
. The varfous changes of substances that go on around you 

every day, transforming the invisible into the visible bya 
rare chemical process, prove that materialization is constant. 
ly occurring in connection with regular scientific processes. 
It is impossible to detect the process whereby these flowers 
[indicating a bouquet of flowers before her], day after day, 
unfold beneath the rays of the sun, and each one aggregates 
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to itself the atoms and the color suitable for its form; yet you 
perceive the results, and in the autumn time, or in the full 
fruition, you gather those results without once doubting the 
occurrence merely because you did not see the process of it. 

The law of materialization is, that there is no organic pro- 
cess required for all appearances or forms in nature, and that _ 
if there is a process of existence whereby the organtie process 
can be imitated or simulated, and the appearance remain the 
same, it is the province of the human mind to discover that 
fact. As, for instance, the artist can make an apparition or 
resemblance to the human form, a picture which has a resem- 
blance to the object that he seeks to portray—a statue, which, 
of course, is not alive, but still bears some resemblance to the 
human form; and if he had knowledge of the subtle laws of 
chemistry and the process of combining atoms, there is no 
doubt but what science could aggregate the entire substances 
that make upa human being, but could he breathe into that 
being the breath of life? 

Materialization, then, is every form and appearance of a 
form which is not produced or created by the usual organic 
processes of nature. 

Science is accustomed to imitating these forms and processes 
continually, and the super-science of Spiritualism merely 
comes in contact with another system of laws a little in ad- 
vance of the laws known to science, and therefore more capa- 
bie of controlling the inner principles of nature. 

Galvanism applied to the human body can imitate some of 
the processes of life; galvanism applied to a structure which 
science can make can, automatically, perform some of the © 
mechanical processes of life. Electricity in its application 
may also be made a motor power when a mechanism is used 
that shall imitate some of the motions of human existence. 

Now, let science understand that beyond the degree to 
which she has gone there still isanother grade and set of 
principles and laws which she has not yet reached, of which 
galvanism is a mere external form, and of which electricity is 
only one of the vibrations or motor powers, and she then has 
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basis for the predicate of materfalization. Any intelligence 

that can overcome the law of gravitation, without the usual 

visible contact of mechanical force, is, of course, capable of 

overcoming other occult and more subtle laws. Any intelli. ° 
gence that can disintegrate collective atoms and then renew 

them so that there shall be no perceptible disruption of the 

structure, can simulate the fibre of structure itself. . 

It ig an established law in sclence that, while one substance 
and one equally tangible organism cannot occupy the same 
place at the same time, still that other substances besides 
those which are apparent may interblend with each other, 
pass through and into each other, and really interpenetrate 
the porous substances which are considered solid, in nature. 

» Electricity, excepting through non-conductors, penetrates 
almost everything... The subtler forces of magnetism pene- 
trate even those solid substances, and those which are seem. 
ingly not conductors; and the whole universe, so seemingly 
solid, 1s filled with infinitesimal interstices that form the con- 
ducting avenues for all these subtie principles of life. Your 
thought passing out of this room does not necessarily have 
the door opened to enable it to pass ; you can sit here bodily, 
and your thought can pass down the stairs into the street, 
along the way, and return from your dwelling, and no one is 
aware of this subtle process that is going on. Other sub- 
stances besides thought, that are even more tangible, can per- - 
form that same journey, and -yet no windows or doors ba 
opened to admif them. Light itself passes through the most 
solid substances of transparent mediums, Glass does not im- 
pede it, hardness not being an impediment to light, but 
opaque substances that are very thin and seemingly lack great 
solidity make an impediment to light, while glass, which is 
one of the hardest substances, and the diamond which is crys- 
talline, do not impede the ray of light in the least degree; 
thus showing that matter passes through matter, only that 
the substance must be of different degrees of density and 
hardness, 

There {s a Jaw of atomic creation, or attraction, whereby in 
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-organic bodies atoms of matter aro held together.’ It is called 
the law of attraction, of cohesion. This attraction 1s what 
‘keeps the atoms.of your bodies together. ‘The substances 
gather together around. any body or form,. by: -its organic 
structure. If the attraction of cohesion can, therefore, bo 
made between subtler atoms than those of which you are 
aware, there Js the nucleus of an organization. The basis of 
_ materiallzation is, that it Is the attraction of atoms that sepa- © 
rately are invisible, but together may be made visible, and 
may imitate the structure of the human body, until they have 
every appearance of tangibility, weight, form, color, expres- 
sion, and everything that belongs to the appearance of the 
human system, and this may have an animated appearance, 
by the: presence of the spirit whose form ts thus made mate- 
rial for your vision. As weight is only a relative condition, 
it is possible to make any object weigh more or. less by the 
application of suitable atmospheres or laws.” As specific 
gravity and attraction of gravitation belong only to the 
earth’s atmosphere and the planetary system, and do not 
exist outside of the earth’s atmosphere excepting in a mere 
infinitesimal degree, then the attraction of gravitation and 
specific gravity can beunder the control of an intelligence that 
can intervene those laws and make them either: eel to 
exist or not appear to exist. 

The facts are better than any hypothesis. The lack 6 ry 
theory in sctence to explain them {s not the fault of the facts. 
Materializations do occur; {t is the business of science to find 
out the laws. These materializations take on every appear- 
ance of human beings; are created fora time, and are dis- 
persed at the endof a given time; come out of seemingly 
nothing ; disappenr again into nothingness, except where by 
special permission some piece of raiment or lock of hair is re- 
tained as a souvenir of the materialization. To deny these 
- things {s to dispute the testimony of witnesses of the highest 
"veracity. Toattempt to account for them without any ade- 
quate law or system of reasoning is absurdity. The process 
from the spiritual standpoint may be perfectly plain and 
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‘clear; the process from your atandpoint may te as ‘anlnowe 
‘to you as that of the formation of this flower. You do not 
‘dispute the flower because you do not know how ft grows; it 
“43 simply an accustomed phenomenon. . If you had never seen 
‘@ flower before, and were told that. all its form and color is 
‘the result of an invisfble power of unfoldment, it would bea 
miracle. Had you never seon the sun’s rays and their won- : 
-derful effect upon the sky and atmosphere, as visible:to-day, 
it were a miracle. ‘Had you never seon any of the usual or un- 
usual manifestations of nature, for the first time they would 
-appear miraculous. The reflection of prismatic colors In the 
sky was.the ancient miracle of promise to the world. The 
subtle alchemy of Hfe going on in various mineral and vege- 
-table existences, was the token of sorcery. ‘The Jaws of reli- 
gion and mystery were intimately blended, and the sorcerer 
was merely a gifted man of science,. The wonder-worker 
was he who, combining spiritual with material knowledge, 
could express the semblance of life tothe astonishment of the 
ancients, We now have these forms of manifestation again. 
‘The world of science declares that sorcery, witchcraft, magic, 
&¢., are at the foundation of them—not witchcraft in the theo- 
logical, but merely in an external sense. While the theolo- 
-gian is fain to confess some forms of manifestation, he con- 
fines them entirely to agencies that are not to be named to 
ears polite, 

However this may be, as we “ates the facts are in exist- 
ence. The theory of the fact. {s simple enough. Spirit is 
the vitalizing substance in the universe, not vice versa, - Your 
spirit ts the vitalizing substance of your body ;' because of its 
presence atoms are attracted, food is assimilated, atmosphere 
is inhaled, all the particles and properties of life are rendered, 

-vital and powerful. Remove that spirit, and your body ia 
surely a lump of clay. Every chemical attribute and prop- 
-erty may.be there; every fibre and nerve and muscle and 
sinew and artery and vein, but not one particle of life.. The 
organism is a splendid structure, but without a tenant is de- 
vold. of life, Take that spirit, however, separate from the 
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: bois: and {t fg alive; {¢ has veins and arteries and Pie and : 
© gonfiguration of Its own, and with finor fibres and more dell.» ” 
gate structure of: etherealized substances that are not named’ 

{n your external vocabularies, but are still is existence. j 
Now, it takes but one or two added grades of matertality to 

make that spiritual form palpable to the senses. Henos, this’. 

- Ja the process of materialization—that a spirit {s prosent at a 

_ given séance... Partly from the atoms surrounding the medf- » : 

tim und. those who are present, but chiefly the medium, who 

gives off: what is known as psychic force, or nerve aura, this 
spirtt attracts sufiiclent to make that spiritual form a tangible 
appearance. If there {sa photograph desired, {t requires 
much less materialization than for the human eye, becauso ; 

. @ photographic sensitized plate {s much more sensitive than | 
the physical human organization; but if {tis for the human 
eye it requires perhaps two or three degrees of these accumu- 
lated atoms. . When once the structure is fully formed there 

is, of course, no difficulty. Pulsation, weight, respiration, 
hair, eyes, all appearances may. be simulated by the same 
process, since there fs in the atmosphere about you, in solu- 

* tlon, every property which the human system contains, and 
every property which the earth beneath you contains.. You 
therefore see that it is only the building out of the structure - 
from the spiritual to the material. Then, when the séance is 
concluded, all there is, is that these atoms revert again to the. 
medium or to the circle from whom they have been drawn, 
and form a part of the vitalizing medium of circulation in 
your midst. 

Supposing here is au electric battery. You require 8 : cortain 
amount of electricity to carry a message In a given direction ; 
not that the electricity itself traverses that distance, but it re- 
quires that the wires shall be charged with the duld; then 
communication is kept up by vibration. 

-Now, when once this form fs fully created, the connection 
between the spiritual and the material world is kept up by 
continued vibration of atoms, and whether the materials bo 
More or jess perfect, whether it resemble or do not resomble. 
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he Abpested friend; the fact of’ any shape, appearance, fort, 

r tangible touch being given in this way, Is evidence of ma- 

erlalization, .When the image is perfect, when the resem. 

‘lance is recognized, and when, as ts often the case, there is 

svery appearance of a full and beautiful human figure draped 

In the most delicate fabrics, it shows a perfection of chemical 

knowledge and atomic Jaw that is absolutely unknown {fn 

your world, and of which you have not, as yet, even the key 

to the knowledge. The reason you have not the key {is be- 

pause scientific men commence with the outside structure and . 
expect to work inward until they find the mind.~ If they be- 

gin with the spirit and work guiwantiy, ther will not Miss the 
connecting links.” 

The Inverso process of materialization is de-materfal{zation. 
Books, jewels, furniture, human beings, have passed into and 
out of rooms without any vislblo aperture. Coats, solid tron 
rings, cords, varfous substances have been removed from hu- 
man arms and human bodies without any dissevering of the 
hands. The process which enables spirits to materialize, in 
its inverse statement enables them to de-materialize those 
substances already in existence. 

The attraction of cohesion holds the atoms jn any organic 
body together. If you cut your hand and press the flesh to-" 
gether before the atmosphere has disintegrated those atoms, 
you will find that there will be noshedding of blood, and that 
the Ife currents will continue almost {nstantly. If it were 
possible to do this even in serious wounds, before any change 
had taken place {n the chemical properties of the blood, heal- 
ing would almost be instantaneous. The severing of the fibres 
of the garment is only 9 question of rapidity; if they can be 
torn and put together again, dissevered and replaced, before 
the atmosphere has changed the quality or contact of the 
atoms, or, to use a favorite expression of scientific men, before 
the atoms have forgotten their contract, they will.of necessity 
adhere again, aa it Is the nature of all substances to resume 
the place in which they have been existing, until that has 
boon dissevered by the clear connection of other atoms, “It is 
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also the Stondeilee of all atoms to assume the form in which : 
a a hee have existed. . Hence, it is easter with this spiritual pro- 
cess to renew the organic form or structure of walls, or cloth- 
ing, ortron, than {t {s to move the bodles which intervene, be- 
‘cause these are atoms, and the others are organic and exist in 
bulk. ’ To the spirit the dissevering of this atomic connection 
ig in no way difficult, nor its renewal. To you it is absolutely 
difficult, and you must resort to other connecting processes. 

If there isa wound in your body, it takes time for Nature 
to restore the atomic structure, and. even after that the scar 

“> pH remains, showing ‘the interruption of the original fibre; 
put this disintegrating of the substances of Nature is just as 
natural to the spiritual processes as the calling together of ex- 
ternal forms and atoms. 

- Now, the possibilities In connection with materialization 
are, of course, to be measured only by the amount of knowl- 
edge that there Is in the universe, and tho condition of the 

.. matter to be employed. 

The earth itself, science declares, is miteraclng & gradual 
process of refinement, or trituration of infinitesimal and elab- 
orate working, that makes the atmosphere finer, the sub- 
stances more easily managed; all crudities are rapidly dis- 

‘appearing.-. The fact that the earth presents a finer sur- 
face than it did in the days of the mastodon shows this; the 
fact that in the carboniferous period rank vegetation and huge 
forms of life were visible that now are unknown, proves this ; 
the. fact that.culture through various scientific processes im- 

_ proves orders of plants and animals; the fact that knowledge, 
when applied to the human system, can make the organism 
perform its function better and give a more perfect race of 

“human beings; the fact that gradually the laws of outward 
sclence are overcoming those seemingly absolute elements, 
the earth, the air, fire and water, to make them and all that 
they hold in solution subservient to the wonderful. province 
of man’s will; the fact that man can materialize out of seem- 
ing chaos the various structures that make up his abode, his 
temples of worship, his shrines of art and learning—can make 
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; ships sall over seas propelled by atin invisible foatice'o can 
Makes message-bearer of that. which was once one of the 
terrific gods of the anclent worshiper, can carry forward the 
vast processes of the enlightenment of the world by the sim- | 
“ple clicking of a small machine—all these prove what power 
man has over external substances ; and when added to these 
comes a knowledge: of all those inner processes and laws, 
those elaborate and occuit sciences that connect the inner 
with the outer world, the possibilities are unlimited. 
* Undoubtedly organic processes must remain on earth so 
long as human belngs require this in their primary stage of 
existence, but it is not too much to say that, as the earth is 
not the oldest planet it is not the most advanced, and that it 
~ 1s quite probable that the system of organic laws which con- 
stitutes creation here {s unknown in some of the older plan- 
ets, where mind and matter are more directly in contact, and 
’ where there is never required the dul! and slow process of 
organic Jife to create forms and substances and images in ac- 
cordance with the will.’ 

- If you were aware of the subtle life that goes on {n this 
flower, you could fn a day, or hour, or twenty minutes, pro- 
duce that which it takes all summer to produce, by a process 
of growth known to you. But you say these are natural 
laws. You might as well say thatthe stage-coach, or walking, 
are the natural methods of human propulsion. The natural 
method is whatever you can possess, and if human beings 
learn to fly, there Is no law ‘in nature which shall ‘Prevent 
them from exercising it. 

The theory Is: that germination may go on more rapidly 
than that which you are. accustomed to witness, else you 
would have no hot-beds, no greenhouses, no system of forcing 
nature. It would be at variance with the law of nature to 
have strawberries tn April and May in this country, and it 

. Would be at variance with the law of nature to have roses in 
the house the entire’ year. You must not introvert the pro- 
cesses, but {f you can always have roses without the usual at. 
mospherie conditions, and if by a knowledge of these subtle 
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"Jaws you can have flowers blooming In your presence through. | 
- out the year, there certainly fs no law of nature to prevent tt, 
Spiritual beings will afd you, so far as is possible, but you - 
‘must remember that between thelr. knowledge and your ig. 
~ norance is a vast step, and that some portions of the alphabet — 
“must be learned by you before they can teach you to read. 
This teaching comes by degrees. You must begin at the oth- 
—erend, Selence has reversed the microscope and telescope to. 
your viston, and you have been obliged to look at the stars 
through the magnifying glass that you should look at the in- 
sects with, and to look at the insects through the telescope. 
We mean, of course, spiritually and figuratively. ‘The theo- 
logian would have you look at animated beings through his 
telescope; the scientific man would have you look at them 
through his microscope. ; 

Now the truth fs that there is a lens through which you can 
look at spiritual beings. It belongs to the spiritual nature of 
man. It has laws of its own and rules of its own, and these 
must be studied. You do not study astronomy in the crual- 
ble, nor do you submit the stars to the small Investigations of 
the laboratory, What you desire is to study each system of ~ 
science according to the laws that govern that system; when 
you study man’s spiritual nature and its possibilities, you are 
to study it in accordance with the laws of his spiritual nature. 

Faith is a great element of miracle-working, you are told ;. 
and science has declared that faith is blind and of no use; but 
we do not know a man of science who attains a single result 
but what does so primarily upon faith, faith tn the laws of 
nature, faith in the infallibility of laws which he has investl- 
gated, faith in the certainty of results that will come about by 
* a certain process of reasoning and investigation. If he had 
no faith he could do nothing. We do not know a human 
being who passes from one place to another without absolute 
faith. If they did not have that falth they would render 
themselves and others very uncomfortable. 

The old lady—always the old lady, of course—who travels 
In constant terror of her life, between here and New York, 
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find tins never neat upon : dailwage before, sometimes ts ax 
“ gused for not. having the. most implicit faith. in the flying 
“machine. called an engine; but the ordinary human being 
. goes to and fro, night and day traverses the earth, explores, 
. Investigates, encounters perils, performs almost impossible 
feats upon the very basis of faith—faith in humanity, faith in 
one another, faith in the laws that govern any especial action ; 
and you do not need to investigate the steam engine at every 
atep of your Journey or toask the engineer. to know that 
you will probably arrive in safety at your journey’s end. 
The same faith in a greater. degree is required in spiritual 
-. Jaws... The absolute nature of the spirit, {ts permanence, its 
power. of contact with Ilght, everything invites us. You 
_ know that. whatever mistakes you may make, the spiritual 
laws will not make any. You may know that whatever 
blunders: you may make, and however bunglingly you may 
approach the shrine of investigation, the laws themselves are 
neither bungling nor willthey make any blunders. You may 
know that the truth Is thero, that it only waits the conditions, 
and the magical hand of comprehension for you to under- 
stand it. ; 
Two things are necessary to know the truth: one 1s, that 
it shall exist; the other is, that you shall be able to under. 
stand it.. The child cannot walk. Infantile men or women 
_of science cannot understand the most intricate problems, 
The laws that govern the spiritual and material worlds by 
their elaborate and subtle processes require patient research, 
careful investigation, absolute willingness on the part of the 
spirlt to know the laws, and not to dictate them. We never 
knew that Herschel directed tn which way the planets shall 
move. We never knew that Kepler dictated to science what 
she should reveal to him. We never knew that any human. 
being, in search of the truth, commanded that truth should 
come in a given way. 
If spirits are to materialize themselves, and yous are to wit. 
ness the best results of that matertalization, it {g your busi- 
ness to adapt yourself to the laws connected with them: not 
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a & alotate the terms, not to decide ‘how it ought to be, but © 
 gimply strive to know how itis, If there be jugglery it will . 
“pe exposed ; if there be trickery it certainly will be unveiled. *' 
. There are always a sufficient number of self-appointed detect- 
iyes.in the world to ferret out any crime, and if there were 
“not one, the crime itself would find ftself out. There is that — 
weakness in deception that it sooner or later weaves a mesh . 
for its own revealment.. There is that strength in truth that 
-- $n spite of numerous so-called exposures it always comes out - 
-. trlumphant, : 
This is the spirit in which materlalization should be sought. 
No marvel, no wonder-working ; nothing but the silent laws 
of the spirit, waiting for man to know them; walting for the 
recognition of the world, until forms shall appear, beings 
shall walk by your side, visible appearances shall be made 
known that will indicate the contact of the two worlds, and 
{t shall be no more strange for a materialized form to appear 
in your midst than it is now for you to recognize and meet 
one another. You will change, the substances surrounding 
you will change before this takes place, but it shall be done. 
Now, it requires careful conditions, selected circles, the best 
kind of atmospheres; it will then be a perpetuous state of 
the world, and then men and angels will not be eeangets: to 
one another. 
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< My theme this evening, friends, relates to the Fraternity of 
Associated Spirits in Spirit-Life. The text is: ‘A new com. 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.” 

The perception of spiritual existence is one thing; the ex- 
{stence of life beyond death is quite another. 

There are many persons who exist after the decease of the 
body; there are very many who do not perceive spiritual ex- 
istence, even though they live after the death of the body. ‘If 
I come to Chicago and am intent upon works of art, I visit 
those places where works of art are to be found, and know 
very little of what the superficial world may have to offer; I 
perceive only such things as 1am in pursuit of, and I could 
not for the life of me tell the records of what is passing upon 
*Change, nor could I determine in any manner the latest scan- 
dal in fashionable society. Ifa man in love with mere diver. .. 
sion visits Florence or Rome, he would scarcely be interested - 
in those wonderful works of art that form the basis of pursuit 
of the student and scholar, and he very Ilkely would find the 
cities both insipid and dull, merely because he could see noth- 
ing in a tower or dome or in certain pictured walls to sult his 
advanced ( !) tastes. 

We see with our minds and the condition of our rm apteltag ; 
certainly not in any high sense with our external vision or 
the perceptions of our bodies. And therefore the spiritual 
world being more nearly a world of the condition of the mind, 
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is autibely one of sascbliiel “The condition of every eaiteth 
depends upon the degree of that perception, ‘The surround- ~~ 
- > Inge being less arbitrary than those of material substance, the’ 

"external substanse itself. being amenable to other laws than 
those thet govern matter upon earth, you will find that each 
spirit describes the spirit-world into which he or she enters as 
being precisely in accordance with ‘his or her highest idea of 
heaven, or rather perception. ag 
.- Lonee had occasion to ask a countryman in Massachusetts 

what his idea of heaven might be. _He said he had a dream 
once—that he died and went to heaven; and approaching a 
:: ‘large red house, which seemed to him the perfection of archi-.— 
~.. tecture and taste, he inquired for: the master. Everything 
about the house was spacious, and arranged in strict accord- 
ance with an ancient country farmer’s mansion. He was tn- 
formed that the master was away in the flelds. He saw broad- 
ly cultivated acres and fruits growing in profusion, grain and 
all kinds of productions in the height of thelr growth. Pres- 
ently he saw a man of immense dimensions (who would have 
appeared gigantic if he had not been so well proportioned) 
coming toward him; from his own feelings he interpreted this. 
tobeGod. He, therefore, in abject fear, bowed down before 
this gigantic man, without making known what his errand 
might be, and awoke with the full consciousness that he had 
visited heaven and seen God. 

I have seen other men, with larger culture and higher ideas, 
who had their image of heaven derived from their own minds - 
as much as this man... Whether it be a throne of alabaster 
with walls of brass and gates of pearl, streets paved with 
gold and flowing with milk and honey, or whether heaven be, 
according to the Mahometan, a garden of paradise, where the: 
Peri dwell and where Hourls lavish all kinds of blandish- 
ments upon the happy and disenthralled Mussulman, it mat. 
ters not; the ideal. heaven is according to a man’s spiritual, 
perception, and he undoubtedly enters the state for which he 
is best qualified. Albeit there 1s a heaven for the dog-fancier; 
very likely he will enter a condition of spiritual existence ' 
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: where his mind will still ‘We in sympathy with his jessie 
. Joys and pursuits. Albelt there” fs a heaven for the loftiest ~ 
devotee, who enshrines his Images in outward form and wor. 
ships through sacerdotal rites and around altars eiabinuiont a 

swith emblems of external worship. : : 

“The heaven into which I entered was that which was latest 
upon my lips as a human being, the love of my fellow-man. 
I belleve Ican say that Ihave never cherished—at least I 
have no recollection of cherishing-a feeling of ill-will toward 
any human being. I believe that my effort in life was, so far 
as possible, to express that good will; and if ever I was indig- 

. nant, it was at a lack of the expression of good will among men, 
not toward.the individuals who failed In that expression. ‘If 

'. Lever cried out against wrong, it was the wrong, not the 

wrong-doer; if Iever considered human beings worthy of 

chastisement, it was only the gentle chastisement of that love 

which burneth: greater than fire, and scourgeth more vhan a 

. fine scourge of colls. ~ 

In spiritual life, therefore, I was prepared to enter an abode 
of love. I had never the fear of God in my mind; I had: no 

‘thought of wrath, nor vindictive punishment; I had no terror 
beyond that of my own shortcomings. I well knew that 
there were imperfections and faults in the spiritual nature ; 
that surrounded with matter and with dust, the spirit had not 
been'so active agit should have been, but J had striven to 
keep alive so far as possible the spirit instead of the letter of 
the Word of God. 1 had striven, so far as possible, to find 
out what that spirit might be, and instead of the external. 
form of salvation, I had chosen to receive the spiritual mean- 

“ing of Christ’s mission on earth, his love for man instead of 
the wrath of God; and I believed that this love was equiva- 
lent to the uplifting of all human beings. 

. With this feeling I entered spiritual life. I dtd not expect 
the heaven of the Orthodox Christian; I did not expecta ma- . 
terial heaven at all. I was quite prepared to enter a state of 

_ existence entirely different from my earthly state, and hoped © 
that 1 would do so for this reason: That I found the earthly 
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a body, {ts surroundings and its necds, sometimes an tmpedi- 


ment to the spirit; and while quite necessary for earthly 


' ise, I hed imagined.a condition of \ife where the body 


itself might be dispensed with, as any useless Incumbrance 
may be when we have outgrown It, and I quite well remem- 
ber that in my last. moments 1 became aware of the uplifting 
of the spirit boyond. the senses, that the body was falling off 
as husks or shackles might fall from the slave, that an exter- 
nal covering was belng removed that admitted my spirit into 
its native element; and J can realize no greater change that 


‘gould come to s human being under these circumstances than 


release from the physical body itself. Tho bird. bursting the 
calcareous covering, and soaring at once into upper alr; the 
butterfly bursting the chrysalls, and feeding on dew instead 


of groveling In the dust; the flame mounting out of the dark- 


+ 


ness in which it has been imprisoned for years, could scarcely 
bo more sudden or a greater transformation than that which 
comes to the spirit of man willing to be disenthralled from the 
dust. 

Idonot say that this comes to evory spirit.. I do not say 
that the feeling of release is so sudden and so conscious In all 
human beings, but Ido belleve—and in this I may perhaps 
judge somewhat from what {desire more than from what ts 
really the case—I do belleve that every human being feels in 
a measure disenthralled by the change called death. I do bo. 
lleve that the worst conditions, spiritually, are in some degreo 
benefited by that change. I do belleve that tho release from 
the outward body, which is the scene of passion and suffering, 
is in some measure a release to the spirit, whatever the con- 
dition of that spirit may be, 

In my own caso ft was as I have deseribed it. It was not 
that ] was particularly glad to be away from earth; I found 
many things to employ me here. I-found still the great fleld 
of soctal, religious and political life to be, as I thought, ren- 
ovated. I found that the actual shrine of oxtstence might re- 
main in the external life for some time, and find ample work 
for the hands to do; but when onco {t was shown me that I 
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‘was to go, and when I saw that my necessary career was in 
the direction of spiritual existence, I as gladly sprung tothat - 
atmosphere as the caged bird would spring to his native. 
heather; 1 as gladly entered that condition as I would have 
entered any placc of intellectual, social or religious enjoy: | 
ment that I had long aspired to, but never attained when 
upon'earth. . 

Wo enter a draxting-room upon earth, oe we find oursclyes 
elther ‘at onverin our own atmosphere, or in a strange ele- 
ment; if {na strange element we are obliged and endeavor 
to assimilate with it, and: to find some one with whom we 
may converse in sympathy, or at least observe something that 
will interest.. If we find ourselves at home, we can at once 
enter Into the spirit of whatever conversation, amusement or 
recreation fs passing around. : 

external states are, as we say, arbitrary; we are 
obliged to adapt ourselves to them on earth; in spirit-life we 
take our stato with us, We enter that company and compan. 
fonship for which we are best fitted. Our thoughts on enter- 
{ng are immediately known; we are recognized, and recog. 
nize one another without tho formality of external {ntroduc- 
tion, or social inquisition. We are really among our spirit 
kindred, whether we have ever known each other on earth or 
not, . 

It is the blessing of spiritual existence that {t removes ex- 

ternal fetters; family lineage ig not questioned. The spirit-. " 

record only forms the lineage that is to be considered. We | 


are not questioned as to our individual bellefs on any given - 


subject, since life itself fg taken as a criterion of bellef, 
and we are supposed to worship the gods we follow. I havea 
known things to be different upon earth. Ihave seen men 
worshiping at the shrine of Mammon In every external action, 
and yet p. ofessing to worship another deity. I have known 
it to occur in human life that the profession was Christian, 
while the practice was largely Mosaic.. It may bo that these 
conditions on earth are only attempts at growth; but they 
certainly fail to express the profession of life, and make very 
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much of hunian ‘ @xtatettoe an outward mask, in which men 
strive to appear what they are not, 
In spiritual life this mask is necossarily removed 3; if wo are 
- highway robbers, we enter the heaven of that kith ; If we be- 
long to the more respectable class of robbers those that in 
human life are considered respectable, because under the 
"guise of society and law—we enter the condition of our kin. 
‘dred; if we belong toaclass of human beings that revore 
principles, and in our imperfect way strive to express those 
‘principtes tn outward life, we are also known and recognized 
-as we are; there is no disguise, since each one knows his or 
her own record, and !s quite aware that one can be admitted 
to no company other than that for which one’s spiritual state 
“4s fitted, 

I therefore felt no discomfort on belng admitted among the 
kindred and friends that surrounded me, among the minds 
that seemed to sympathize with the thoughts that I had held 
dearost upon earth, and among those whose thoughts had in 
some manner formed the basis of my external lifeand dreams, 

I found social states entirely different from those on earth. 
By this I do not meaa the actual social states which prozecd 
from the affection of the mind and heart, but the laws gov- 
erning soclety were from the very outset different. We 
begin at the external covering on earth, we attack society 
as you would a burr; that {s, a very roug exterior must be 
taken by main force. In some Instances wo attack it ns 0 
general does a fortress, and approach by parallel lines, and a 
serfes of tactics, that the ingenious man if he understands 
will well employ; ond that even discourages. many honest 
men from attempting to enter the fort atall, Beginning on 
the outside of human beings, we necessarily in human life 
discover that which 13 worst in them; they wear this upon 
the outside, whether they think they do or not, for if it bea 
mask that apparently ts good, we stiil must mote that masix 
before we find the actual Individual. 

In spiritual existence we begin the other way. Wo find 
the heart and mind first, which saves much trouble and mla- 
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understanding, Wo are one with each other at once, or 
strangers,- ‘Tho chord of sympathy ts at once: struck, or js 
dumb. .We understand that there iss common ground be-« 


~ tween us, or we know that there is nothing in sympathy. I: 


Fa 


have seen men of equal Intelligence and learning sit ins. 
company of earthly people who were enlightened and in- 
tellfgent for three or four hours, and conversing together with 
never a thought In common, and with no more knowledge of 
each other than at the beginning, ; ? 

If, a8 Talleyrand said, ‘words sare given asa disguise for 
human thought,” surely much of human soclety In earthly 
lifo is given asa shroud for human existence, and men and 
women are buried in the things that they vainly call pleasure, 
and social life ism mere masquerade fn which they assume a 
guise that they fain would have their neighbors perceive to bo 
true; and each of them despises the other for wearing It. 

The thought of being recognized, the consclousness of being 
loved, and the fact that the spirit could not be mistaken, with 
an abiding trust and lofty hope, the endearing sentiment 
and power, made. me aware that I had survived death, was 
alive, and drew fo me the consciousness of those friends that 
had preceded me Into spiritual existence. . And now let mo 
just here, In passing, say to those who pursue Spiritualism, 
who search for the hidden truth tn Spiritual Philosophy: Do 
not seek for your friends in their. outward garb merely; do 
not seek for father, mother, brother and sister as they were in 
thelr earthly estate, but only seek for them in the love which, 
bound them to you, because all lesser things than this will 
have been swallowed up in their spiritual state; and in striv- 
ing to join them do not. strive to bring them down to your 
comprehension of external things, but rather to raise your 
comprehension to their now-found state. You will find it 
much more convenient; you will find it much more useful; 
yeu will find it much more truthful as far as spiritual Jif fa 
concerned. The parent who passes from earthly life in a 
fcoble state of health, and with a form decreasing In strength, - 
vigor ond ‘activity, will not meet yon, In spiritual life, ina 
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decrepit form or with enfeebled countenance, but as in. tho” 
full prime of nanhood or womanhood. . The parents who are to 
“you, even in old age, the representation of all that ts sacred 
: and dear, will come to you In the full vigor of middle life, as 
‘perfect in form and feature as though no finger of time had 
ever touched them here. If rounded in spirit and completed - 
in those soclal qualltles which adorn human social lifo here, 
they will moet you with the full radiance of that social life 
expressed in visnye and in form, and at outward sight you 
would certainly not know them, but with tnward perception 
you would feel them at once as your own. It is so In degree 
with every friend that passes into spiritual life; the external 
imporfection, ff it be a physical one morely, passing away 
with the body, the spiritual imperfection only remaining, and 
that, if thelr natures be more aspiring than groveling, soon 
wears away In the new atmosphere of spiritual Ife, 

I was struck immedlately with the consclousness of being 
in a world or sphere devold of more personality, of self-inter- 
est. Now what I mean by this ts, that necessarily, owing to 
the external requirements of the body, you are selfish here, 


‘. even the most unselfish of men. The house that you live in 


you consider yours; the property that you aggregate around 
yourself is yours; the possession of things individually ba- 
longing to the individual, creates a sphere of selfishness, and | 
the protection of this property produces in all) soclal lifea 
kind of self-{nterest in which cach human being and each 
family are hidden from the social observation and intercourse 
of thelr fellow-beings in some measure. 

Now, you can imagine that {in entering a life where you 
have no dwellings to provide to keep you from tho olements; 
where your clothing Is the work of far other hands than of 
those that are employed to toM day and night to clothe you 
here; where your food consists of far other substances than 
those that must be won either by work of the hand or the 
speculation of the brain, and where, in reality, the outward ts 
‘usurped by the inner nature—you must imagine that there 
fs an entire reversal of the social methods; that whatever 
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Individuality a human being may possesa he Is not afraid. 
of being robbed of that which {is really. himself... You are 
not afraid, when -you lock your doors at night, that the 
burglar 1a coming to carry yourself away ; youdo not imagine 
that individually he would care to become possessed of such 
an Incumbrance; but.it is something that you are surrounded 
with—your goods, your chattels, your diamonds, yout plate, 
your pictures—something that fs extraneous to yourself which 
the burglar does not, perhaps, with a clear moral perception 
recognize as yours, and thinks he is entitied to it{f he can 
only slip away with it. But in spirit-life everything that sur- 
rounds the spirit {8 18 much a part of yourself as your body 
{a here.. While, then, you are removed from all necessity for 
protection against robbery and plunder, or innovation of any 
kind, there are consequently no inducements to that superficial 
and external kind of selfishness which constitutes the seeming 
necessity of outward life. If you could enter earthly society 
where the houses were all open, where there was perpetual 
summer, where children were playing to and fro among the 
flowers, whero everything of adornment and beauty was 
visible, and not concealed, whore all objects that met the eye 
were those of grace and comeliness, where kindly greetings, 
exchange of fraternal regard, ready sympathy and quick com- 
prehension, wero in every mind and heart, where every man 
who met every other man was as a brother, and all women 
‘sisters; where each and all conspire to make the others feel 
happy, where, if a source of knowledge or wisdom or joy ~ 
came to one, he was not content without imparting it to all 
the rest, and where, like 9 steady breeze that blows in summer 
time, filling the air with odors of fowers from whenco you 
know not, Joy pervades the entire atmosphere, it would give 
you some idea of the harmonious social state of spiritual ex- 
istences. 

Each family, indeed, is isolated; there is, indeed, an Indl- 
viduality, but It is so sacredly regarded and so heeded that It 
fs not even perceived. No person can Invade the individuality 
of another. In fact, the spirit is its own protection, and you 
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tant be as isolated Jn‘ the midst of a million as though you 

were upon a mountain top, or a hermit ina cave. If there be 
‘ pomething in your mind or spirit that requires solitude, there 
Ig no spirit among all your friends who would or could intrude 
upon that solitude. 

The sanctuary 13 within the soul! Tho surroundings Indicate 
that solitude is there. No invading hand or yoice ever ap- 
proaches until you desire jt. But where thore ls nothing to 
‘ gonceal, where solitude fs only for self-retrospoction, self. 
benefit, where the thought of others is uppermost in the mind, 
and where ideas flow forever continually toward the benefit 
of one’s kind, there can be little room for misanthropic medi- 
tations, little desire for loneliness, since prayer In this state 
of existence consists of activity, and the working of the mind: 
toward others is found to be the mnletee instrument for aspi- 
ration and ascension. 

The hermit who prays tn soul, the recluse who secks soll- 
tude, the misanthrope who separates himself from his fellow- 
. beings, is an Illustration of a kind of selfishness; but he who 

only seeks solitude that he may gain strength, he who desires 
to be alone that he may commune with the highest~—with the 
Infintte—he that strives simply to benefit others by his com- 
munion and meditation, does not even find it necessary to 
sepirate himself from his spiritual sii and surround- 
ings. 

White, as I say, the charm of the family fs still incre 
and the nearest anu dearest are nearest and dearest still ; 

_ while the mother folds her child, and the father embraces the 
darling that comes to him from earthly Hfo; while the broth- 
er and sister, who are linked In spirit as well as with the tles 
of consanguinity, aro still brother and sister, there Is not only 
this family, but a larger family of all kindred minds and 
souls, 

You mect in society, or in the world of contact with matter, 
occasionally human beings, and you will say to them, “I 
surely have. met you before; you seem as near tome asa 
friend or brother.” Tho kindred nature of your spirits dews 
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together, and you know one another without the formality of 
long social Intercourse... After this manner you become asso- 
ciated in spiritual life—poets, philosophers, friends, artists, 
those who have loved a single truth, or beon associated In the 
" game effort; those who in different parts of the world have 
dreamed the same dreams, and looked out for the same giori- 
ous future for humanity; those are drawn into fraternities 
and associative bodies. ‘They resemble, ina loftier degree, 
somo of those friendly associations in Germany where every 
man seems to have the Interest of every other man at heart 
mcre than his own selfish interest.. Ihave seen some such 
associations in colleges. I have known of such friendly In- 
tercourse among those of some craft, or fik, or art, upon 
earth, Ihave known it to exist even among the orders of so- 
cret societies, but the trouble fs that upon earth it Is the ex- 
ternal interest that binds them together, and not the flowing 
~ together of the spirit, | Itis like the membership of the church, 
that has the external form too often of brotherhood, but within 
is discord. And I knowof no bond in church, in Freemasonry, 
in Odd. Fellowship, in any outward order created by man, that 
ean take the place of this sublime spiritual recognition that 
determines the order of spiritual relationship, and determines ~ 
the fact of spiritual kindred by the nearness of spiritual per- 
ception and likeness to one another. 

Having found my heaven; having determined {it to boa 
condition of mind more than of place ; having perceived that I 
could make my own surroundings, and that my spirit was ine. 
deed amenable only to the laws of its own growth, having 
such outward adornment only as was necessary for the spirit, 
not limited to time and space, and only such associations as I 
could take with me wherever I desired to go—I said, ‘'I long 
to know more of the mysterles of this spiritual state, wherein 
the brotherhood of man Is more clearly recognized, and where- 
in I can in some degree see the foreshadowing of what I hope 
may come upon earth.” 

I beheld one whom on earth was called a dreamer; who 
g#4ve incendlary thoughts to his timo and age, and wus de- 
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nounced ag infidel and athetst becausa he belleved tn the - 
< protherhood of man, and the love more than tn the hatred of 
God and tho condemnation of his fellow-men. -I mean Rous- 
Beau. I beheld him ina fraternity of associated minds, sur- 
rounded by those who had elther possessed kindred thoughts 
for humanity, or, stimulated by his words and works, had 
followed him as tholr idol and teacher. . He seemed to me ag 
aflame, He seemed as inspiring as an engle. Hoe seemed 
prone to fly {nto regions where no other being dared to follow, 
and yet return again to tho conscious work of outward life. 
Oh, how his spirit flashed! . How the air around him seemed 
to glimmer with transcendent Mght! How I knew that he 
had been shunned, vilified, ostracised upon earth! And I be- 
held there one who loved his kind: and hated only tyranny, 
only those institutions of men that serve the ambition of ty- 
rants and kings by blotting out human life and human Uber- 
ty. Thore he was, and could you have seen the minds who - 
surrounded him there; could you have seen how willingly 
they worked in accordance with his directions; could you 
have beheld that even as machinery, intricate and complicat- 
ed, yet all fitted together turns the great motor power of the 
world, you would have seen that there in that one sphere Is a 
- social state equivalent to moving the whole planet of men, 
stronger than the strongest armies of united Hurope, or of 
the whole world; stronger than the strongest physical force of 
every masked battery, of every invention of torture that man 
has ever dreamed of—the one moral power of o single mind. 
round whom other kindred minds are centred, for the purpose 
of breaking down upon earth physical power and social 
wrongs. 

I did not find him alone great among these minda: I found 
there many great and risen oncs—philanthropists, poets, 
those who have shed their Nght upon earth; and linked with 
them, even far away Into the classical perlods of time, I bas 
held other souls whom the world has worshiped as great. I 
need not say that.I found that there were even moro modern 
exponents of the associative effort of man upon earth, at 
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tempting to make In external lIfe the semblance of spiritual 
fraternities. I need not say thatin one of the moro recent 
groups 1 found Robert Owen, the English philanthropist, and 
he who, perhaps more than any other man of ‘this period, en- 
grafted upon the English working-mon’s minds the nacernity 
of nssoclative effort, 

Isald: “In what consists. the seeming failures on earth of 
associative bodies of men for fraternal purposes?" I remem- 
ber tho benign visage aad hesitancy, as though he felt uno- 
qual to answering the question, when Mr. Owen said, 1am 
at a loss for any explanation other than that which met me in 
the face when I first attempted this experiment in my native 
land.” 

Ile said: ‘I mean the selfishness of humanity. I am ata 
loss for any other explanation than that the moment external 
matters of business are considéred, human beings forget that 
they are brothers.” 

“But,” [sald, ‘there surely must bea deeper reason than 
this?” And with this there came out of the sphere in which 
Rousseau dwelt, one who seemed competent to answer the 
question. Idid not know him, but some ono said, This is _ 
Fourler, the French socialist, the leader of ‘a largo class. who 
in following or striving to know that which Plato grasped in 
his time, fell into the revolution of a period of thought that 
was not ripe for his plan upon earth.” 

Tle sald: “I know the reason. It is thatthe external alono 
has been sought for In assoclative efforts. Men begin at the 
wroug beginning. They make property, education, external 
things, the basis of associative effort.. The only fraternity is 
that of spiritual kinship. Let any class of beings associate 
together from the love of one idea, and while that idea binds 
them they are harmonious, Take the religious ideas and or- 
ders of the world: when pervaded by them, those who associ- 
ate together are harmonious. It{is only when external miat- 
ters tutervena that they cease to work together. Take all 
assuciative efforts based upon religion, and for zeal and big- 
otry men will do more than they will for thelr kind, Now," 
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“he sald, “if we can only have a religion that embraces human- 
‘ity, and teaches the worth of. human life at the very founda- 
tlon, we shall have associative efforts. enough upon earth. 
There has never been 4 religion except in Individual and Iso- | 
_-lated cases that has been sufficient to overcome the love of 
external power, whether it beof kingship, priestcraft or wealth. 

*“Whon this religion pervades mankind; when some high 
sentiment like that of art, poetry and music combined shall 
take possession of the soul; when the thought itself shall be 
centred upon humanity as the great power, and upon human . 
brotherhood as the heart and soul of itsreligion, we shall — 
have associative bodies of men upon earth. Foreshadowed by 
these minds, attempted In many ways, experimented upon in 
reference to social plans, and plans of religion, no. effort of 
human beings at conquering outward selfishness has been a 
failure. Every one I consider to be « stepping-stone: toward 
the higher fraternity that shall surely come.” 

Secret societies, bonds of brotherhood having any relation 
whatsoever, I consider to be the prophecles of the coming 
time. The only reason I object to secret societies is that they 
do not include everybody, and if Lever have an order, or es- 

‘tablish one, I should certainly have tt includo the entire hu- 
man family. Thenit may be as select as you desire. But 
certainly any one upon any basis, or that predicates tho 
brotherhood of man, making that as its foundation, is to mo, 
and has been during my entire ic: an Indication ora 
prophecy for the future. 

In spiritual life you will well tinderstand there fs no rivalry 
between artists, no jealousics among poets, none among pbi- 
Josophors; and as for millionaires their wealth is nothing, 
since they have left that behind them upon earth. 

There ts consequently none of the stimulus to outward emu- 
lation, and selfishness gradually comes to be dropped off, ag 
one would drop off a worn-out and useless garment, of which 
he {fs always ashamed, 

In spiritual associations, also, there ia the constant stlmula- 
tlon that the more active we are for others the nearer do woe 
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s00m to be to that kingdom of bappiness of which we are in 
. pursuit, and the consequence ts that one soon learns to forget 
whother ho Is in heaven or not, whethor ho is seeking his own 
salvation or not, by the consciousness that he ts striving every 
day and hour to do Susu shat will amellorate ai condt- 
tion of others, : 

The working-men of England, of this eoaniey: sueaeutably, 
of France, of Germany, of all Kurope, feel the mighty force 
of that power that Js sweeping !n from the sphere of these so- 
called communists, and, feeling it, are uplifted by it, and al- 
though upon them {Js no blame of the bloodshed that was seen 
tn France, we must remember that riot and confusion follow 
tyranny, and are born of it, and aro not born of association 
any more than insurrections among the slaves were born of 
freedom. Wo must remember that If there be violence at the 
breaking out of tho efforts toward fraternal association, it 
is not the fault of the principle, but only of the state of 
darkness that precedes ft. 

I perceived other associative bodies for other purposes. It 
seemed to me that art was one, and thata whole sphere of 
kindred minds was linked together around the great soul 
that planned St. Peter’s, and that he, having -outgrown his 
ambition, his jfealousies of all rivals, sat in the midst with 
his three-fold power of genius, while many more with him, 
among whom were Raffaelle, Da Vinci, and a host of others 
who seemed to move In harmony together, working for higher 
alms—what might be their art now? No papal power for ~ 
which another dome was to be fashioned ; no churches to be 
ornamented with Madonnas, each one wearing the face of some 
mother in Italy ; no babes, infant Christs, to be pictured for 
the homage of the world and the admiration of all lovers of 
art! What could they be painting now? Along the vistas 
of time, and as if tn panorama, I beheld thelr work, and I 
saw how upon kindred minds they had pictured hope when 
despair was nigh; faith when they had been lost in darkness: 
love when human hatred had condemned. them to despair; 
and I could behold beautiful images, more beautiful than any — 
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“which adorned the classical scenes of Rome or Florence. Oh, 
such pletures of human hearts that had outgrown their an. . 
guish, of human. souls released from the misery of despair 
and tho despotism of fear of death—such pictures. as Itaffa- 
elle alone could paint, whose mind, intent upon the love of 
one human being, forgot that he ever painted « picture which 
was worthy the consideration of man! Did he not paint for 
her eyes alone? did ho not toll for the Infant upon her knee ? 


and was ft not this inspiring lovethat uplifted him to heaven. 


Danté—did he care for the divine poem that he wrote, that 
through all time has been the study of students and philoso- 
phers? Nay; he cared only for that one image, uplifted 
above all others, onshrined within his heart, sho who led him 
on, the saint of his worship, the {dol of his life—Beatricet 
Aud that worship and that love made him supertor to other 
souls who are impoverished of love hero enn who have no 
divine image to turn to. 

Was it not the mother of Christ that taught all human 
mothers to bear their anguish {n silence? Was it not Christ, 
the elder brother of men, who gave to humanity the ono Hiv- 
ing image of self-sacrifice that they might be uplifted and 
sustalned in every sorrow ? 

Shall we only paint pictures upon walls? and build temples 
that can crumble to dust? I tell you that I saw a temple in 
that artist sphere that no time can cause to crumble, and no 
human hand demolish, fashioned of human lives, so perfect 
and so rounded that each pillar was engraven with a life, and 
every image was an image of loveliness. I saw mothers en- 

_Shrined there, no carven images of stone, no painted images 
upon canvas for men to worship, but the living images of 
Magdalenes, disenthralled of souls, risen out of despair and 
desolation, whom the tortures of life had misled, but who 
wero there released. 

T saw divine and sacred shapes of art and religion, but they 
were no iifeless thinga; they were living beings, pulsating, 
palpitating with the breath of life, and placed in their own 
sphere, performing their work there, each one a portion of 
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the living ‘eagle which the great Master Artist bas fashtoned 

in another sphere than that of Rome. 
. Oh, could you seo that domo! Could you behold the images 

that were adorning {ts walls! Could you see the life-current 
'. fowing to ond fro, that vibrates to no melody save that of 
lovet Could you hear the music of voices all in sweet accord 
that have no sound save that which breathes of peace and 
harmony! Could you know that not one chord of human 
sympathy fa lost! that not one love-note fs broken! that not 
one tie fs extinguished! Could you behold the risen and creat- 
edi forms that are grown glorious and beautiful in that far off 
cline, you would say that all the art of earth sinks into Insig- 
’ nificance, that here jg the divine fellowship and the divine 
hand that links them all together. 

I will not multiply.. These arc but typleal spheres of thou- 
'. sands of others that I have visited, thousands where no thread 
of human Iife islost, where no hops has perished, where no day- 
dream Is forgotten, where no lofty aspiration for humanity is 
ever doomed to disappear; all are gathered fn golden links of 
perfect shining chains Into those spheres of life, and repre- 
sent the possible of man! 

To bring some portion of this divine atmosphere, to uplift 
you to that helght and the structure of these divine temples 
that are imperishable, to make your lives a portion of that 
spiritual existence that shall fashion for humanity on earth 
that which souls have fashioned in spirit-life, is some portion 
of my errand among you. 

If from the sphere of fraternity, which embraces thousands 
of associative bodies, I have given you one gleaming hope, so 
that the captive in the dungeon eell, the prisoner in chains, 
the soul enshrouded in fear of death, or he who walks the 
earth the victim of despalrand melancholy shall be tn any 
measure lightened of hls burden, then I am satisfied. 

This fs my errand of fove, and as I goLrepeat my text, 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
another.’ 
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“The kingdom of heaven is within you.’ In my Father's house are 
many mansions.'* ‘I goto prepare a place for you. 't-— Words of Jess, 
*T saw a new heaven and a new earth,’'—Revelattona, 


I greet you, brothers and sisters, with the benedictions of 
the spirit. I come to you with a message of actual life In 
‘another region ond another state of being. I describe to 
you the inward and outward conditions of that life. I expect 
of you nothing save your attention and hearing, and such 
conviction as may come if my testimony seem valid to you, 
Whatever fs born of the spirit of truth survives. 

I lived Jong enough after the advent of the Protestant rell- 
gion to outgrow some of its severities ; long enough to know 
that the faith of Luther was not a final faith, and the severity 
of Calvin wag not the severity of God. I lived long enough — 
to recognize in the gentle admonitions of Christ, our teacher 
and my Saviour, the truth concerning the spirit; and not all 
the terrors of the evangelical church, nor the established form 
of worship in the country of my nativity and ministration, 
could lead me to the supposition that Deity was other than a 
God of love. Ifound in hima father; tn Jesus a teacher, a 
brother, a friend. 

So far as my education would permit, I taught this; and 
you will bear me witness that it was a gentler ministration 
than that which preceded me 


. 
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: Whateror may have come of those teachings upon sattth I 
rocognize now that I was well prepared for the consciousness . 
of the spiritual life into which I entered. 1 did bellove in the 
~ ministration of angels; 1 did believe in the compantonshtp of 


the dear departed ; I did belleve that the sounds, and forces, , 


and mysteries, unoxplalned by any form of roligion tn the 
world, were to be explained by spiritual and not by mundane 
influences; and I did bellove that hovering. all around the 
pathway of earthly life, accompanying tho good and the ovil, 
acting upon human life for good or evil, the departed ones 
were ever nigh. I did believe that the future life was a stato 
of gradations of existence, and not one unqualified condition 
of happiness or misery. 

‘It is true that I believed In a place of eternal torment, and 
it is truo that I belleved ino place of absolute happiness for 
those who were saved; but 1 tried to think that those who 
would be ultimately condemned wero few, and I tried to sup- 
pose that all of mankind would finally in some mannor enter 
the abode of the blessed. 

With this qualification I entered spirit-Hfo, after such min- 
istrations as you are aware of; and with these thoughts upper- 
most in my mind I was prepared to find many mansions in 
the Father’s house. I did expect, howover, because of my be- 

- Hef, of my salvation through Christ Jesus, of the conscious. 
noss of that salvation, to be admitted into his presence, I did 
expect that the heaven of the Christian, the true believer, wag 
8 special place, a habitation set apart from all the rest, where ° 
we would have sweet repose. I did not belleve in an eternity 
of idleness, but I supposed that our ministrations would con- 
tinue to those upon earth, but that in heaven Itself we would 
have repose, tranquility, utter freedom from the cares and 
trials of earthly life, 

In my pursult of heaven I found much of it on the lower - 
earth, much of that happiness which comes from the con- 
sciousness of doing one’s duty, much of that condition of the 

“ kingdom of heaven which I belleved that our Master Intended 

we should possess here; and when I repeated the prayer of 
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tho Lord, I belleved tt possible for that kingdom to come on 
earth, and that we each could assist in bringing about that 
kingdom, by our lives, actions, and teachings, to our fellow-. 
men. I belleved also that the state in which souls exlsted be-. 
yond death was a condition or state adapted to themselves, 
. On my admission into spiritual life I did not passat once 
to the kingdom of Christ's heaven. I was not admitted into 
the kingdom of those divine aposties, with whom I expected 
at least to have something in common. I did not at once see 
my heaven, my Christ, and my kingdom sround me. T looked 
for it, as men are prone to, too iterally. I looked for it too 
much after the manner of the senses. I expected Christ 
would come and welcome me to the companionship of the just 
tind good, as having served him, though I was aware of my 
unworthiness in every human sense; but belleving in the 
justification by faith as well as works, and belleving that 
prayer had wrought wonders {n my own nature, as well as _ 
having given somewhat of my Iffe to this truth, I could but 
believe that tho faith which way fn ine had exalted me to 

. 8 condition where I would abide in the presence of those 
whom I revered, and ‘where Christ Jesus would bid me wel- 

come. 

' . Instead of this, on my admission into spiritual existence I 
found myself, as Lexpected, surrounded by friends who had. 
been walting my coming, and who, it seems, had prepared for 
mos welcome. I found those of my own family and fireside, 
my own country and bellef; and these gathered round as If... 
torecelve & message from me, when I was just admitted into 
the condition of those who had departed from earth-life. The 
message that they wished to recelve was one of ministra- 
tion. I sald, ‘How can I. minister to these who have passed 
beyond the earthly life long since, and to whom I come for 
ministration, and who I expect will be my teachers?” But 
they said: “Weare devoid of teaching save from our own 
thoughts. Give usof the mialstratlons that you were wont 
to give upon earth.” I communed with myself for a time to - 
discover whether I had a message for these disembodied 


fh JONN WESLEY'S SEARCH FOR NEAVEN. 


spirits who had recelved me into thelr kingdom, and who had 
nothing to give to a new-born soul who had just entered the 
spiritual state. . I could find nothing save the thought of the 
~ Jove of Christ, nothing save that which had uplifted and sus- 
“tained me in my dylng hour; nothing but the consclousness — 
that somewhero, In the heaven of heavens or in the vast 
eternity, that whieh I sought would be found. Icommenced — 
teaching them from this standpoint. I commenced telling 
them of the profound love and faith that I had in Christ, and 
I commenced to point out to them somewhat of what I be- 
Neved to be the actual inheritance of the Christian, to which 
some of them replied: But we have not found this heaven ; 
this kingdom has not come to us, and Christ has not appeared 
_ dn our midst,”’. “Nevertheless,” I said, ‘I belleve he will 
come.”” 

Looking thus for heaven externally, and teaching the king- 
dom of heaven spiritually, you may judge, friends, that I was 
not prepared for that which came to me. 

Presently, in the guise of an Oriental priest—I should judgo 
one of the Magt of the Kast—there came a spirit seemingly 
adorned with great power and splendor, and ho stood in my - 
presence. I could not recognize In him the Master whom I 
sought, although his presence was full of commanding power, 
and his appearance one of transcendent loveliness. I said: 
“Do you come to lead me to my Master, and these my 
friends?” He says, You are in -pursult of hoaven, Wiil 
you come with me?” 

We traversed what seemed to me interminable spaces, with 
great rapidity; whenever I faltered my gulde or director 
seemed to have the power to will me to proceed with him, 
We passed, so near us I could judge, far toward the southern 
heavens, in the direction of the Southern Cross, which con- 
stellation is not visible from this potnt of the earth or north- 
ern latitudes. We entered a region of very great splendor 
and light, so bright that I never saw upon earth any noon. 
day sun beginning to compare with it, and I never behe'd 
such luminous particles of atmosphere.. He sald: “I wiil 
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-ehade -your vision, that tt may. not be too bright for your 
- gaze.” Every object around us seemed resplendent with this . 
- transcendent brightness of the sun's rays, and yet no sun 
was visible, and no particular orb, only that this attnosphera 
-: geemed to extend In yast Rwpeb ing circles beyond, around — 
and above us, 

As we entered I saw dntadinetable ‘Sitige when fowins: Wore” 
perfectly transparent, and who also wero lighted by this same 
luminous power, These also had the garb of Oriental nations, 
and appearance of Oriental continents. I said; Surely this 
is no heaven that Iam in pursult of, since these are all strange 
faces. I recognize none of my own kind or nationality.””” We 
passed on. They all seemed intent upon weaving light, and 
os they wove these meshes of light, making varlous motions 
and gosticulations, I could see that the space far beyond grew 
more and more luminous, and that wherever we went there 
were circles of these beings, with seoming fncantations 
weaving meshes of this light. 

We entered nearer and nearer to what seemed to be a cen- 
tre in this singular realm, and wherever we passed there were 
still beings, groups of twelve or twenty-four, and finally I be- 
held innumerable ones; so great was the number that at last 
I ceased counting, and only watched the motions that were all 
pulsating in harmony, clad with greater radiance than before. 
Each now group seemed circling around some centro of light; 
and at last I beheld what bafiles language to deserlbe~—an orb 
of splendor, pulsating in every artery and vein with a fire in 
which was enshrined, as within a dazzling sphere of light, a 
being, angel or God I could not tell. ‘There were wings of 
fire sweeping out from this sphere ; there were pulsations that 
radiated to every circle that [had passed through, and seemed 
to direct and guide their motions. The space illumined by 
this wonderful being seemed limitless, and the power extend. 
ing therefrom seemed to govern worlds and systems. 

Isald,  Whatisthlis? Terearecountless myriads of beings 
seemingly engaged Inno other work than toying with sun- 
boums. Here are silent and. voiceless, innumerable powers, 
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that have soaptenaneee of iiiedon radlating light, yet from - 
whom I recelye no sotind of voice or recognition.” ° 
Then the attendant who had come to me smiled and sid 
- This tg the heaven of the Egyptians. This 1s the angel Osl- 
“Ms, who presides over them. We are millions upon millions 
of Jeaguesaway from tho earth, Thero are myriads of beings 
drawn into this heaven, atid these {dle motions and incanta- 
= tlons that you see are the beginnings of worlds, the fibres of 
‘ . thouglt that finally reach space and act upon atoms, produc- 
‘{ng sung and systems of splendor.” 

tt Am I to dwell here,” I sald, who have tio knowledge of 
Osiris? who do not know the meaning of these movements ? 
who cannot worship at this shrine?” 

“No; but thisis heaven,” sald my guide, ‘* and these whom 
‘you see seemingly employed in idleness are engaged in the 
majesty of creative power. They worshipatthisshrine; they 
have been led hither by their Delty, and these are thelr frul- 
tions.” 

“I thought of Christ, of Calvary, of the blood which was 
shed for the world, and I said, “How can these belngs bo 
saved, or in heaven, without the intervention of Christ Josus?” 
Iie said to me, in a very solemn voice, ‘Truth was before 
Jesus, God was with eternity, and these were his children. 
What time they came from the earth, no man had heard the 
name of Jesus breathed. Thelr message wasa message given 
of fire and flame, of power and creative life. They passed on 
{nto the world or atmosphere that they thomselves had fash- 
foned, and here they dwell and perform the work of their 
Deity. Butif this doos not satisfy you,” he says, “we will 
pass on.” 

We seemed to pass through this sphere, that occupied leagues 
of space with innumerable beings, Into a mild, charméd light, 
as charmé as that ght that hovers over the southern tropto- 
al climes of the earth at sunset; as bonutiful and clear as the 
most crystalline atmosphere you ever have beheld upon earth, 
yet softened by an interpenetrating light, half dreamy, ae 
lovely, that absorbod the spaces. 
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! “Hero 1 saw another wonder. There were souls ensphered, 
each seomingly in an orbit of its own, but without any form - 
that I could discern. : I could see the spheres move, could al- - 
most feel the pulsations of their thoughts, but I could a:rive 
at no forms, only Spnety spon sphere, any and puleat. ; 
' es ; 
I safd, What are those? Planets?” “Nay, ies aro 
ous, * ‘These revolved always, moving with harmonious nc. 
- cord, around centres that were grouped each In their turn 
around larger centres, until we arrived at a contro that seemed 
to fill all space, and yet was a centre, There was no form, no 
presenco, nothing but asphere of this mild and subtle light 
The most visionary thoughts, the most transcendent dreams, 
the most abstract visions of song and poesy, the most remoto 
and absolutely unsubstantial creations, passed through my 
mind as Tentered this sphere. I felt one with the absolute. 
I could almost hear the beating of God’s heart, so intense was 
this absolute feeling. Atlast it became painful, because of 
the silence and because of the unanimity. 

‘What is this?’* He says, This is the heaven of tho 
Brahmin, who worships in silence, having upon earth given to 
the three-fold deity, Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, his devotions. 
In this heaven, where Brahm abides, there is no praise, no 
adoration, no prayer, no vocal utterance. The soul is ab- 

- sorbed into the central Iife, and all move batmenioudty to- 
gether.”’ 

** And have these spheres, that seemingly have no human 
shape, consclous intelligence?” I sald. 

** Ay; not only so,” he says, ‘but they are conscious ina 
' divinerand more absolute sense than any thought of con- 
sciousness that humanity has ever had upon earth. They are 
‘conscious of the nature of things tn their essences. Truth is 
no longer broken to them; they are not In doubt upon any 
subject; they have reached the final solution of all externa) 
expressions, and abide as the conservators of the spiritual 
essences of the universe, 
» These are those who posehis not with deed and word, but 
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“who abide as central souls, round which other souls in more 
. broken fragments, nnd in other worlds, seem to revolve.” . 
= And I saw with amazement that this vast and innumerable 
throng of spheres were moving harmoniously to a mighty pur- 
pose; without voice, and without praise, and without sign, 
were absolutely guiding distant regions of thought, reaching 
* gouls that were far away, and by subtle powers of silence a 
parting their life and splendor thence. 

“But this ts-not the kingdom of heaven which I sought. I 
cannot comprehend it; it is too vast; take me elsewhere.”” 

Branching out from this in three directions there seemed 
sub-spheres. There were active beings, engaged in all kinds 
of uccupations that pertained to the spirit, ministering to one 
another, ministering to those that seemed {n distress and 
doubt, engaged in different kinds of labor os if rearing habita- 
tions; employed in various errands to different planots, as 
though they were message-bearers from. the inner sphere 
which we had visited. 1 said, “What are these three sub- 
spheres that seem to branch out from this centre?” 

‘Those aro the followers of Buddha, the reformor of the 
Brahminical faith, who taught the practical expression of 
their religion in deed and word. These are the message- 
bearers from the inner shrine of Brahm. These are those 
reetless spirits who seek to do the work of the Infinite, and 
therefore must be constantly employed. Therefore they min- 
ister; therefore they teach ; therefore they build habitations; 
therefore they have a kingdom of heaven which constitutes 
labor and the constant employment of their thoughts in doing 
something.” 

“ But is not what they do valuable ?” I sald. 

“Most certainly,” he answered me. ** They must minister 
to those who are beneath them, and as fn all the worlds and 
spheres of spiritual life there are many millions of beings less 
enlightened than they, they are constantly employed.” 

“But,” I sald, ‘is this their heaven?” : 

“This is the heaven of the Buddhist,” he answered ; ‘he 
worships inly at the shrine of Brahm, but you will see his al- 
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tars here to the three-fold defty, expressing the various forms 
-of creation, preservation and. destruction ; he worships bg 
these shrines.” 

Then I sald, ‘' There seem to be more altars to the dite of 
destruction.’ : 

‘Certainly,’ he said; ' those who fear evils powers alway 
worship them the most, ‘The good 1s supposed to be invul-: ° 
nerable and will perform Sts office; the evil must be propitiat. 
ed. So they bowed before the shrine of Siva, they still gave 
their offerings, stiil endeavored in some manner to propitiate 
the destruction of the universe, fancying these were aig Te 
sults of the dolty which they worshiped.’ 

- But I still felt a longing for the quietude and the iiiotin 
of heaven that I had pursued. My guide percetying this, led 
me still further. 

He says, ‘You wish to go still further.’ And I went 
to where, reclining upon s mountatn side, seemingly hav- 
ing watch over the distant valley, a kingly form seemed to 
abide, and all around tn the valley were shepherds watching 
their flocks, and kingly tents denoting encampments of those | 
that were in some degree building a tower. I noticed tho ut. 
most order and symmetry {n the arrangement of these en. 
campments, and that the tents were grouped in exact relation- 
ship to the degree of power which the leader might possess ; 
so that the highest upon the mountain slope seemed to be the 
king and leader of all. 

I said, ‘‘Who are these, with patriarchal tents, Roeping 
watch of flocks and herds?” 

“These are the children of Isracl, still Journeying toward 
the promised land, and who expect that the New Jerusalem 
is to come when their king and messiah shall come to lead.” 

** And do they,” I said, ‘still refuse to believe in the mes- 
siahship of Christ ; and do they still pursuo their wonted avo- 
cations, as though upon the lower earth?” 

‘Certainly,’ he said; ‘‘out of the elementa of space they 
surely can fashion the group of mountains that you perceive, 
and their heaven js located conveniently above Jerusalem, so 
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“that when’ the destruction of the earth and thé wicked shall’ 
surely come, they cart descend and inhabit it, Which ‘they fully 
expect to do.” 

“But, 1 sald, “the patriarchs are not here ‘etal tho 
leadors and Inspired prophets, Sbrahan; Tenne ang Jacob, 
~ are not here?” 

“Oh, no, they are not here; thetr belle and spiritual pow: 
er has tipaned tntoa far other heaven than this; into other 
kingdoms of thought they have advanced ; but these are the 
literal followers of the kingdom of heaven, according to the 
Mosale dispensation, the Jewish Rabbis, those who have 
taught from time immemorial the actual resurrection of the 
good, the destruction of the wicked, and the occupation of 
the earth in the New Jerusalem by those we are to se 
biessed."* 

* A long time will they wait,” sald 1, mpeforo that advent 
occurs.” 

‘You are not sure,’ he says, ‘slnce you do not know by 
what signs and tokens they may have judged. .Bo not too 
sure; they may return to earth, may Inherit the kingdom, for 
aught you know; though doubtless ina saci form from 
what they Imagine.” 

«This likewise seemed a vale. I was charmed with the pas- 
toral beauty and quiletude, tho patient waiting of these peo- 
ple, who seemed so satisfied to wait until their king and mes- 
siah should come. I said, ‘Have they no temples of wor- 
ship?” "Certainly; above Jerusalem ts an exact prototype of 
the temple in which they did worship ; the temple that Christ 
saw the destruction of; the temple that was destroyed; and 
these with skillful manfpulation and spiritual power have 
made its prototype in the heavens which they occupy, to an- 
swer the purpose until their king shall reéstablish them upon 
the earth. Soon every day of fasting and worshiping they 
repair to this temple with all due observances, gathering from 
their scattered people upon earth such fragments of strength 
as will give them force and encouragement to wait, while they 
only believe that the time will come when their saviour shall 
come to earth.” 
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Then,’ I satd, “are there no otter heavens?” — >: 

“There is place,’ he sald, “that should Ilke ‘to have 
you visit, but I will first take you to other spheres,” - 

I passed through what seemed to be a narrow belt of half 
luminous ether, separated from the patriarchal heavens of the - 
children of Israel, and came within sight of the earth itself, - 
although Inm quite sure it was many thousands of leagues 
away; but I seemed by some power to be able to discover that 
* this track, into which I had entered, had connection with cer- 
tain countries of the earth, and especially could I see that it 
had connection with Southern and Western Europe, and 
with America. ‘ This,” said he, ‘isthe heaven of the Pro- 
testant Christians.” Here I noticed there were various di- 
visions, as though each was careful toexclude the other; sub- 
divisions, as though cach was anxious to keep its heaven » 
itself. <7 

Isaid, “What is this? Surely among brethren there can 
be no such divisions into creeds since they haye passed from 
earth!’ 

‘ Certainly,” he SAYS. “Over there are the Baptists, yon- 
der the Presbyterians, the Calvinists yonder, and all denomi- 
nations distinctly represented, while more remotely, as you 
will see yonder, are the followers of the Roman Cathollo 
faith, who havea heaven of their own, astate barred and 
walled about that no Protestant can ever enter.’ 

I was shocked and amazed, and I said, ‘Does Christ dwell 
here? and are these my brethren? ’’ 

‘Christ does not dwell here,” he says, because by their 
very pursuit of the kingdom of heaven they have shut him 
out; these walls that you discover are the barriers of their 
own creeds. They have hemmed themselves, their families 
and friends within these walls, and now are praising Christ, 
and singing hymns, expecting that he will come.’ 

‘* What do they do?” I asked. 

“'Thoy employ their time in singing praises to God, and in 
praying that Christ Jesus shall come to them.” 

I said, ‘Do they do nothing for others?’ 
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“Oh no; theirs 1s the ministry of self; they sought the 


‘.”. Kingdom of heaven for thelr own happiness, and. not for the 


happiness of others; how, then, shall they minister until they _ 
have found the kingdom which they sought?” 

And I sald,‘ Do they never visit the earth?” - 

‘Never; they belleve not in angelic visitations, If it were 
taught them they would scorn the idea. They aro in pursuit. 
of rest. How shall they labor when they have passed into 
the kingdom of rest, and of singing psalms and praises to the 
Most High?” 

And I saw surely that thiees minds semi dwarfed ; thetr 
very appearance was that of pigmies. I could discover that 
they rotated merely in an orbit of selfish alms, for the ambl- 
tlon merely of the kingdom of heaven; that their object was 
salvation for themselves and thelr friends; that these differ. 
ent walls wero as impassable as though they had been made of 
the solid substances from earth. “Oh!” thought I, “can I 
not go among them and show them that this is not the way?” 

Wait a while,” said my guide, ‘I will tell you afterward ; 
but there is another heaven Into which I will introduce you.” 

We passed through and beyond -this, where I really recog- 
nized many whose faces were familiar on earth, many whom 
I had supposed were saved, many who had pursued salvation 
with a vigor and earnestness such that I thought {¢ would not 
fail, and they belleved themselves saved. They are ablding 
in the narrow compass of that small domain. I shall never 
forget their shrivelled and half-starved appearance, the 
mournful monotony of thelr singing, and the constant ex- 
pectant longing look with which they. greeted every new- 
comer. We seemingly passed unobserved among them and 
on. Weentereda broad arena, evidently far removed from 
that heaven or that sphere; into which there seemed to centre * 
yarlous hues of converging light, all. transparent, all repre- 
senting different figures, and signs and tokens, but seemingly 
as soundless as the universe Itself. Iere were arches, trian- 
gies, circular forms, various groups of temples, grottoes, mo- 
saic towers, every imaginable shape and device of religion, or 
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sclence, or att; and here were groups of peuple occupted in - 
various ways, as though with one another, intent upon com- 
panionship and conversation, | ; fe 

1 could see over upon a slight eaitnence & group of seats : 
susrounding what. seemed to be a teacher, guide and friend, 
Tsald, “Who are these belngs? They do not seem to be 
tethered and bound in any special way, but who, Intent upon 
some object of the mind, or emplayment, seem to radiate 
light all around them, and seom to be fully free to come and 
g9. Ld 

Ife satd, ‘This isthe heaven of the dlsenthralled souls; 
those who have no special manner of salvation; those who 
have come through no creed or dogma into the kingdom of 
heaven, but who by their self-abnegation, by their thought 
and love of humanity, by thelr desire to benefit others, have 
risen to this heaven. This 1s the second or interstellar sphere 
of the heavens of the earth. There are spirits from other 
planets here, also, who emerge by virtue of thelr development 
into this condition, and who are only too happy to communi. 
cate through this sphere their Information or knowledge to 
others,” 

I said, ‘* Are these of Christian lands?”. ‘Of all lands be- 
neath the sun, and of all faiths and bellefs; of all countries 
and climes, and nearly all the worlds that you see in space, 
These are beings who move in response to the thought that is 
within them; who have the evidence and light and power of 
truth, and who, without any especial limitation to that pow- 
er, have sought only the benefit of others.” 

_ saw, as we approached, a luminous body gathering around 
a centre, within which there seemed a radiant form teaching 
and instructing them; and ever and anon the vast multitude 
swayed and moved around this. form, and messengers were 
pent hither and thither, ag though In obedience to the man- 
dates from the centre. I saw women clothed in spotless 
white, whose countenances were radiant with self-sacrifice, I 
saw little children bearing lilies and white flowers, as though.’ 
intent upon some errand of mercy; they sped downward to-'= 
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“ward the earth, and ever as they came back they came laden 
with burdens and latd them down at the feet of this teacher. 
Isatd: "Who are these, and why are they hurrying hither 

and thither, as though Intent upon some sublime mission?” 

. “By some sudden spell I was drawn toward them, when lo! 
with matchless countenance, with benign visage, with in- 

* ‘struction that was familiar to the outward ear, and still moro | 
famlilar to the consctousness, I saw the Son of Man standing 
in the midst of this heaven without. name, where no Chris- 
tian, no Hebrew, no Buddhist abode, but where the souls of 
all men who had won that fight seemed to congregate, 

I bowed me down tn great humiliation and asked if I might 
be a message: bearer from this heaven. 

My guide departed. I was left standing in the midst of o 
group of little children, who each camo forward offering mea 
flower, and sald, ‘Go, if you know any one whois sorrowlng, 
and leave a flower at his hearthstone.” 

I have been bearing messages, performing this work, ‘To- 
night I lay the offering upon your hearts; I ask you to know 
that the kingdom of heaven which I found was not in any 
place or sphere or orb of existence, but abides here within my 
spirit, and takes me wheresoever my work takes me, Into the 
lowllest places of earth, into the furthest planet that you can 
see, where, ever futent upon the work of my master and my 
gulde, I go to bear a blessing to those who sorrow; and this 
night above death, beyond the: heaven that encases and en- 
velopes those who have only their own salvation in view, I 
conjure you to seck the kingdom of heaven by no selfish path- 
way, but only lay your first offering at the first human shrine 
that needs it, and Christ, the Man of God, will bless you, and 
the multitudes who are the companions of the abode In which 
I dweil will smile upon you because of that offering. 
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INVOCATION, 


Omnipotent Spirit; Infinite Parent of all souls; thou dl- 
vine and perfect source of Sife; thou friend of the friendless; 
thou light to the darkened spirit; thou knowledge and thou 
comprehension; thou divine and potent love! From the 
earthly life darkened with human oppression and sinfulness ; 
from the spirit-world {ilumtued by somewhat of immortal ra. 
diance ; from the angelic hosts that proclaim thy. praise in the 
whiteness of thelr lives, the voice of adoration goes upward 
and outward unto thee. Not alone in the syllabled words of 
human speech ; not alone in the offerings at Christian shrines; 
not alone: where men bend the head in prafse appointed of 
man; but wherever a lowly spirit desirous of life and light 
bends in meditatlon or prayer; wherever lofty aspiration 
possesses the soul; wherever divine deeds of charity and 
goodness illumine the pathway; wherever compassionate 
words and actions fali—there men praise thee. 

In the shrine of the human spirit, beforo the altar of that 
divine sou) which fs like thyself, we bend and bow, giving 
our offerings of praise, giving our ministrations and aspira- 
tions, asking thy spirit to preserve and consecrate, asking 
that each meditation may grow more lofty, that each thought 
may grow more supreme; that the whiteness of iife may blos- 
som out into truth and love and goodness, and that the carth 
may behold the manifold tokens of thy presence and power} 

(65) ; 
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The signs that thou hast inserfbed upon the heavens, the 
starry tokens of thy law in the firmament above and fn the 
earth beneath, tokens of thy power in the inspirations of past 
ages, the words of prophet, the vision of seer, the evidence of 
the Messiah—all things revealed by the inspirations of past 
prophecy ; tokens In the present: Thy life tllumining the up-. 
per sky, tointstrations and visitations of angelic powers, the 
spirit poured out upon the earth for the regeneration of man. 

The word of battle is bidden to cease; the word of conflict to 

be overcome, and men are bade to war with each other no 

more. 

_ Oh thou spirit of ineffable light! Oh thou divine truth ! 
Kindle in every soul this fervent flame; let the aspiration, the 
thought, the prayer, ablde forevermore; and may thy spirit 

_ minister unto all, even as the spirit of truth abides forever and 
ever, 


THH LECTURE. 


Tne eye of man hath not seon, the ear hath not heard; nor 
hath It been given to the heart of man tocomprehend In earth- 
ly life the glory of the celestial home, 

Could you with one glimpse behold the place in which my 
spirit abides, could you see the thought and. aspiration that 
enkindle those who are there found, and then witness by con- 
trast all the suffering, the crime, the outward misery of earth, 
you would say: Between this and that estate there can be no 
connection; no possible attainment can give to man that - 
brightness, that glory, that light which is beheld; and yet, 
like you, every soul inhabiting that abode has trod upon the 
earth; Iiko you every one has come up through great tribula- 
tion ; like you they have borne the penalty of external life, of 
doubt, of sin, of crime, of shame; like you the tortures of un- 
belief may have wrung their souls to madness in the hour of 
death; and, like you, when confronted with poverty, with 
shame or ruin, they may indeed have doubted the existence 
of God and the soul. I say every one of those who inhabit 
that spiritual, that heavenly abode, have come by the patha 
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of ‘tarthly sorrow and suffering, and between your and their 
estate are Hinks of spiritual brightness and mintstration that, 
. jike a spiral pathway, lead unto them and form a chatnof.. 

plessedness between them and you. 

-These words which I speak to-night may not: ie the last 
that I shall speak through mortal lips; but it {sto announce - 
to you another change in my spiritual state different from 
that which I have previously described through this instru- 
ment, that Iam here. Itis to state that, having found my 
heaven not in any limited sense, not in the narrow. abode 
which the theology in which I was reared would fain have 

. placed it, not within the circumscribed walls of a creed-made 
or man-made heaven; having found my Master, not impoervi- 
ously seated on the right hand of the Infinite Father, unap- 
proachable and unattainable, but abiding in the midst of a 
multitude who with him were mintstering unto multitudes of — 
others, abiding In the midst of those who turned to Him as 
Teacher and Friend; having found my Light and my Guide 
there in following, ag on earth, the footsteps of him who 
taught humility and love and kindness, I have ministered 
continually, secking to undo much of the theological wrong 
which unwittingly my earthly estate bequeathed, and seeking 
to lift such minds from the encompassing fear of death and 
the terror of eternal torture as 1 could approach. 

All this ministration has been doubly sweet, from the con- 
sclousness that nv effort is in vain, however long it may be in 
producing fruition. However long the ray of light may seem 
buried, the gem at Iast comes forth in crystalline complete- 
néss. I assure you these days and hours of what would’seem © 
# brief eternity itself compared to human life, have been all 
joyfully, gladly expended in th{s work of my immortal life. 

I had never dared to hope, I had not belleved, and did not 
know that in any position which I might fill, or any place 
which I might inhabit in the spiritual home, I should beso 
near to that Truth, that Impersonation of the divine, as I feel 
myself to be in the presence of that Beneficent Face, in the 
light of that Bentgnant Countenance; surrounded by those 
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who seek to do that which he taught upon earth, I have learn. 
ed the meaning of all the problems that vexed the earthly 
mind~I have solved the seemingly Insoluble mystery of hu- 
man misery, of human emancipation. I find there are no tech- 
nical problems to overcome; I find thera are no superficial 
methods to adopt, but that the deep, Infinite moaning of all 
human life, human suffering, human experience, human 
knowledge and attalnmentis the ineffable love that abldes in 
the universe and niakes men co-helrs and co-partners in eter- 
nity, by the very fact of their immortal nature. 

Having found this central truth; having discovered that 
man has not fallon from his high estate, but abides in tt by 
the perpetual love of the Infinite; having discovered that the © 
salvation through Christ, through the principle of truth wher- 
ever found, means the perception of the spiritual and immore 
tal part in man; having discovered that the only pathway to 
that salvation Hes through the knowledge of the spirit and 
its possessions, 1 need not longer perplex you nor myself with 
those doubts and problems that theology alone has reared, but 
which were never reared in the simple faith, the sweet utter. 
ance, the absolute benediction of love that camo with the 
Teacher nearly two thousand years ago. What Christ was to 
that epoch of time I also found thore were other teachers to 
other periods of time, and that these cycllo visitations of truth 
have come to man as any other bestowment through infinite 
law, and that they come in such periods of time as the earth 
is unfolded to receive them and humanity is prepared to be 
gathered unto the ripened sheaves of the eterna) harvest. 

The spiritual world and the mortal life are alike a portion 
of that world which the spirit of truth ministers unto; and 
Christ’s mission to earth was no more to its inhabitants that 
were ina mortal form than to tho spiritual states that inter- 
vene between the angelic state and the mortal, All spirits 
that came within the range of his ministration and power, 
whether upon the earth or {n thelr spiritual prisons, were 
alike ministered unto ; and to these he came, those who were 
ready accepting, those who were not ready waiting for many 
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years, and some following slowly after, even {n the two thou- 
sand years which is approaching. 

Shall it not be, then, in comprehending this divine system 
of spiritual instruction and truth to man, in porcetving that 
#8 fast as souls or spirits advance from ono state they pass to 
another, that there also must como a time when, having ful- 
filled, having received fruition, having gathered all that it 1s 
possib)e for the Christ spirit to gather, ho with his angels shall 
depart to another realm that needs ministration, or to another 
state where highor powers may be unfolded? 'The earth, hay- 
ing rece{ved these instructions, having beneflted by them, as 
you know, in two thousand years, more or Jess; haying in 
some instances of individual souls been signaily uplifted and 
saved, and In other instances of vast numbers been aided and 
strengthened, 1 d in many moro not reached at all, the 
Christ perfod, the distinut epoch of that time, passes away, !s 
on the wane, the millennial epoch of the ancient time of two 
thousand years is fast approaching, oud the earth itself is be- 
ing prepared for another messenger, : 

The Jews expected their Messiah or Saviour would come; 
their chosen prophets had passed away unto the kingdoms of 
the God of Abram, Isaac and Jacob; the great messianic pe- 
wod was approachtug; the mothers in Israel were looking for . 
the Christ to be born; the pulsations of the approaching pow- 
er wers already abroad in the land; but it was left to the 
bumble and the lowly to receive the visitation, and the Christ- 
angel came not among the potentates nor powers, not among 
the priests nor the learned, but among those who were low)lest 
in the land; and this Christ spirit, first obscure, almost oblit- 
erated, shone forth at Jast upon the cross by the sign of mar- 
tyrdom which makes even the Jowliest victim the theme of 
human compassion and sympathy, if not of herofsm and di. 
vinity. 

The Christ-spirlt has worked its way in the world since thas 
time; guarded round with kingly powers, beset by armed 
nien, the very tool of potentates and kingdoms, still silently 
the stream has wrought its work {n the world. The name of 
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Uhrist is na mora responsible for the indignities perpetrated 
In that name than is that of Hberty responsible fer what 
tyrants do under her assumed banner, The name of the spirit 
of truth {s not responsible for the errors that men commit un- 
dor misguided passion, ambition, or tinder the plea of Individ- 
ual duty or olm, That which does abide in the world isa 
loft‘er spirit of humanity, a common tie of brotherhood, the 
teceptance of the Individual salvation through individual 
means, and not past barbarism of sacrifice, of offering, of ex- 
ternal atonement, To-day the Christ-spirit, with all the ma- 
terialisn that isin the world, is more distinctly understood, 
even though it be under the name of antichrist; for whatso- 
over binds men together is the epiret of Christ, though It shall 
piss by afor different name, and not be understood in tho 
world of theological learning. 

As thiy Obrist was expected, so when Jesus was about to 
leave bis disciples and depart into the spiritual realm, into 
the Father's house, be says: ‘ The Comforter will come, oven » 
the Spirit of Truth.” “Iwill come again; be comforted,’’ 
And so he spoke to them, half to thelr comprehension and 
half not understood, until they Anally believed that be was to 
come Immediately; and when he did appear on the third day 
after the crucifixion some of his followers supposed that to be 
tho fulfillment, and when he appeared to his disciples In the 
upper tooms some supposed that was the fulfilment; but 
John upon the Isfe of Patmos belleved that another revelation 
of Christ would come, and in that wonderful prophecy, which 
was to include the full cyclic period of the Christian dispen- 
sation, ho dimly peresives through allegorical symbols and 
the exact statement of historical truth ali that should come to 
the chureh of Christ from the beginning unto the end, and all 
that should come to the nations of the earth ere that wonder- 
ful climax and culmination which Christians had unanimous- 
ly learned to believe was fast approaching, 

That cyclic period Is now nearly accomplished. Many, — 
Christian denominations fully expeot the literal end of the 
world, For my own part I always belloved it had a spiritual 
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stgnificance, though I could never fully solye nor penetrate 
{ts meaning. I supposed the hour, the advent of the spirit 
‘ of truth into man’s heart and life, would constitute the verbal 
day of judgment, and that the appearance before the throne 
of grace, before the Infinite conscience, before the power of 
the spirlt of Onrtst, would constitute our final exculpation 
from misery, or perhaps our final condemnation. But now 
allis changed. ‘The revelation makes clear and distinct the 
meaning of the anclent record, I see that the closing of the 
Christian pertod of time is ‘the judgment day for all who are 
connected with or interested in It, and that those spirits who 
have but passively interpreted the meaning of Christ are to 
be adjudged and left behind; those who have neutrally ac. 
cepted, accepting the letter but not the spirit, may not enter 
into Christ’s kingdom, for he satd they could not; and those 
who have said ' Lord, Lord,’’ yet in thelr spirits were not of 
his spirit, can by no means belong to his kingdom, any more 
than can one belong to your heart who does not Joye you, yet 
who pronounces your name most frequently: That the Christ. 
kingdom will include the spirits of those who belleve, who 
fervently and devoutly comprehend, who in thefr spiritual 
natures aspire to and understand the meaning of Ohrist’s 
work upon the earth, and that of the multitudes who profess 
you can comprehend that there will be but few who are really 
fitted to accompany his spirit to the realm that lies beyond 
the earthly heavens. Yet not even these are left comfortless, 
as I shall show you by-and-bye; but the gradations of spiritue 
aland angelic life are such that, ag in a university of learn- 
ing, those who are advanced must pass on, and must not walt 
nor stay behind for those who have just entered the primary 
departments, Angelle life has its grades, spiritual ministers 
have theirs, and the attendant guardians and guiding spirits 
of your {ives have theirs, and all are appointed and fitted to 
your condition and to theirs. 

In the kingdom that Christ shall take with him, there will 
undoubtedly be a great number whom no man could estimate 
casually, but fower than are encompassed in any portion of: 
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the world's history, fewer than belong to almost any nation- 
allty of the earth, for the angels that shall go with him must ; 
be those that have overcome not only all earthly desire, not 
only all external thought, not only all outward passion, but 
have also become perfect in love, being completed in the 
sphere of human life and possessing the perfect duality of life 
that belongs to the angolle soul, Nor will all angels depart. | 
Each succeeding spiritual epoch leaves behind a certain por- 
 tlon to minister to those who are still in infancy, and who 
will undoubtedly bé heirs in the next harvest or kingdom of 
salvation tothe world, As some frultsin the early summer 
-ripen and must be gathered while the wintering apple waits 
until the frost, so the frults of Christ’s kingdom which were 
named ‘the first frults’*in anclent biblical language, are 
those which are first ready, and whose souls first emerge frum 
all earthly thralldom into the kingdom of spiritual light and 
blessednuss. .Nor have these grown with their high estate 
beyond love nor sympathy nor consciousness. Werv it nota 
portion of that life which has come to them, and were they 
not called upon to minister at other places and 1n other ways 
and pass through experiences that would fit them for higher 
duties, each one would remain and minister unto the earth 
until every soul shall have been rescued and redeemed. Dut 
as this cannot be, as the spirit-realm would be over-peopled 
with souls, as the great life beyond must win some, as there 
must be those that blossom out into a greater harvest of eter- 
nity, so the angels pass on to thelr next degree, and the 
Christ-angel bears with him those messengers that accompany 
him on his labors elsewhere. 

While attendant angels must pass to other realms of knowl- 
edge, gaining light and strength, and added power to do good 
to some other benighted world, or, perchance, to return again 
as angels and messengers of light to minister unto your world, 
undoubtedly the angel who heralded in the period of the Mes- 
siah—undoubtedly the angel who presided over the Mosaic 
dispengation, was born of a higher kingdom than that which 
the earth at its present stage can afford, was born of another 
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place and time, whence the Christ-angel alaocame, He know 
of his approach; he ushered in the glad dawn by prophecies 
and foretellings. The spirit of Christ was made manifest by 
that means. In another hour, and at another period of the 
world’s history, another messenger was heralded, another 
angel ushered In the dawn of the first {nsptrattons thas came 
to the world. 

In the present hour are there not messengers alsv heralding 
the dawn and the advent of the spirit of truth? And already 
the mighty potencies of that angelic voice are heard over the 
Jands of the world, and the spiritual kingdoms are thrilling 
with new light and fire. If the Christ-spirit had departed 
from the external temples of worship in olden time; if the 
apirit of truth had forsaken the tabernacies of Jewish inspi- 
ration; if in the thralldom of the external senses tho church 
had grown cold and lifeless, and the Jewish men of learning 
and priests were discussing not the principles of truth, but 
mer doctrines, what shall you say of the present hour, when 

. the church, losing its vitality, still descends to contend over: 
technicalities, and when, as inthe Reformation, men would 
gtow riotous and mad with frenzy over some technical Inter- 
pretation of the meaning of the word logos? What shall you 
say of the vitality in that church which, with its many-point- 
ed fingers toward-heaven, still refuses admission to the spirit 
of truth in any form of angelic ministration to day, and turns 
aside from the very open gateway that leads to its own Inter- 
pretation and its own foundation? What shall you say of 
that church that, putting saints to death, turns again in two or‘ 
three centuries to worship them ; scorned, despised and ostra- 
cised, calls them at last {ts own, and by its own wrongs up- 
builds itself upon the foundation of human error, creating, 
instead of a shrine, a charnel house of its offonces? 

But that other and broader church which is alfvein the 
world, has it not been heralded by the spirit of human broth. 
erhood? Mas it not been announced by the tokens and signs 
that have been in thesky? Has not the voice of prophecy 
and Inspiration foretold it, and are not gifts being poured out 
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upon all flesh, a8 thoy were promtsed? Are not these the lat 
ter days of the kingdom of Christ, and Is not this spirit of 
truth approaching, this Comforter that revealeth all things? 
And those that have ears to hear do they not hear the volce 
of the spirit; those that have eyes do they not seo visions of 
the spiritual realm; those that have understanding do they 
not comprehend the angelic states that lle beyond ? : 
_ My parting word ere If pass to that next stage of Instruction 
{in angelle life, and ere I go away into that other realm which 
fs almost as much a mystery to me as was the life beyond that 
1 passed through fn death, I would leave this one assurance, 
that the Christ-sptrit did not expire with Jesus upon Calvary; 
that the spirit of truth fs to be born again in your midst; that 
the light of angelic ministry is stil! to continue; that no soul 
upon the earth, nor in all the regions round about the earth, 
that constitutes the final peopling of the spirtt-world, shall be 
without the volece of the Comforter, the Messenger, the Mes- 
sia, in some age and cycle of time, of eternity; that unto 
every soul in the great kingdom of spiritual Iffethe fruition 
of the harvest of love will one day be granted, as surely a8 
unto those souls that now, in the regions of angello life, gath- 
er the fruition of their kingdom of experience. This word of 
promise 1 leave you, and to undo whatever doubt the minis- 
trations that I gave upon earth may have left In the minds of 
those who loved or revered the name of Christ for my sake, £ 
would say that the spirit of love pervading the universe I 
have found adequate, I have found sufficlent to comfort, to- 
make whole and sure every spirit, in whatever degreo of 
darkness; that{t fs only a question of time, only a question 
of healing and over-brooding wings, only a question of grow- 
ing from spiritual infancy to manhood, and only the light that, 
continually penetrating In the darkened places, will make 
itself felt at last, and the universe will no Jonger be & prison- 
house to any Iiving soul. 

I do not say that you will leap suddenly to this conscious- 
ness with death. I do not say that you will In many years 
attain it, or cycles of years; but if you exist to-day, and there 
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is wapark of Intelligence, of comprehension, or If the human 
form encases you, the light that burns within is an eternal 
flame, and wheresoever {t abides, wheresocver it lives, flick. 
ering though it seem to be, it is encompassed by the Infinite 
love and the infinite promise, the Christ-spirit: minfstering to 
many worlds, the messlabs that descend from tho kingdoms 
of blessednoess to uplift many worlds ke yours, giving prom- 
jseand token of this; and the very thought that pervades 
your niinds this night, which, Ike an electric fame, mounts 
upward and links Itself with those min{stering angols of your 
household, with those departed spirits, the loved of your 
hearts; with those kindred souls that abide in your spiritual 
heaven—this fs the prophecy, thls the certainty, this the 
guerdon of your hopes. As Christ was the promise to those 
who belleved in him In spirit; as {n ancfent days and ways 
the angels of the Lord ministered in their own appointed 
time and method to the anclent peoples, so in this day and 
hour the voice of the spirit speaks to every heart according to 
their need; and it Is not that you shall understand better 
than you can, but {t {s that even in the.midst of your blind. 
ness, even in the midst of the imperfections that beset you, the 
spirit of truth burns for you. 

If you are a violet by the wayside, the ray of Iight perceives 
you; if you area lily inthe garden, the ray of light reaches 
you there; {f you are a tall treo of the forest, the rays of the 
sunlight find you; even if you are immured in darkness they 
pierce, by vibrations, through the sod and find you out at last, 
The spirit of truth descends to every condition, fs childlike fn 
its simplicity and purpose, announcing itself to every human 
estate; makes no distinctions only in accordance with your 
need; adjusts itself to your hope and fear and despair; allies 
itself with life and death, and birth and regeneration, and 
whatever gives excellence to man; makes {itself » portion of 
your dally employment and life; clothes itself with wings to 
follow af ter your footsteps; goes before you with ever-beckon- 
ing hope; abides in the quaintest and quietest way or in the 
loftiest and most sublime. If you do not understand the 
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thunders of Sinai, if makes {tself a chirping volce by your 
side that you do understand. If you do not comprehend the 
propbots of olden time, it makes the baby Ips upon the moth- 
er's knee speak words that she does understand. If you may 
not know the pulsations of those great cycles that move the 
worlds and systems on {tn thelr courses or make men and 
angels and spirits, then it comforts you with the voice of some 
sweet spirlt by your door—the departed friend, the mintister- 
ing spirit, the sacred shrine and altar of family worship, un- 
til thereby you are led by that subtie chain of light to link 
yourself with the eternities, Atall tlues and fn all places 
there is an ablding voice, and the spirlt of God pervading all 
things, and the spirit of Christ ministerlng everywhere, and 
the truth-teller descending upon the earth, make life and 
earth and time and space all but a portion, a fraction of that 
- eternity which finally incorporates men and spicits and angels 
and archangels, and such souls as have no name on earth, 
but {n the whiteness of their Ilves may blossom out the Mes. 
siahs of eternity, the saviours uf thy human race. 

“Behold! Isend you the Comforter, even the Spirit ot 
Truth, who will tell you all things,” 


THE 


OCCUPATION, CAPABILITIES AND POSSIBILITIES 
OF DISEMBODIED SPIRITS." 


Mn, OnAInMAN AND Frrenps—The words of my chosen 
theme this evening have not been Idiy selected: ‘*The Occu- 
pation, Capabilities and Possibilities of Disembodted Spirits.” 

"Into the region of that world which Iles beyond death, and 
{nto that portion of it which {thas been my good fortune to 
dwell for many years, I invite your cordial presence; a pres- 
ence which is possible if you will only free your minds from all 
fears concerning death, and assume that tt fs simply a voyage 
through another country, narrated to you by a traveler who 
has sojourned there, 

1¢ is usual to you to disoncumber your minds so much of 
time and space that, elther with panoramic view, or with the 
aid of word-pictures which the traveler can portray, you easi- 
ly traverse distant countries, become accustomed tothe hablts 
and manners of the inhabitants thero, familiar with their 
Jaws, and, indeed, know as much of them as though you were 
really therein person. This is possible concerning the spir- 
{tual life. Ifyou unbar the doors of death, take away from 
the gatoway of the angels the terror and fear that have so 
Jong sat there, and divencumber your minds of the thought 
that there is aught in connectlon with the futuro life of which 
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- man hag need to be afraid, you will then easily perform the 
journey. 
Denth is no barrier at the gate of life; deat:. is no flend, 
shaped in hideous image to frighten you from the precincts 
of immortallty, only a. natural change—one which all must In- 
herit, and sooner or Inter pass through; the method of it fs 
famillar to those who have watched the departure of friends 
or dearly loved oncs; the consciousness of it is present ever, 
allke to the studious and to the thoughtless. Surely iu this 
theme there is nothing that should inspire with fear nor pro- 
fane the silent shadow with terror or despair, Birth into 
your world were a more fitting opportunity for sadness and 
mourning, since you do not know into what scene of terror or | 
misfortune the newly-born infant may bo plunged in after- 
life; butin the spirit-world, when the body has fulfilled its 
outward function, and js again gathered to dust, there is noth- 
ing to fear aside from whats man may take with him {nto 
that world, namely, his own spiritual condition. No flends of 
terror await to plunge him Into abysmal torment; no one’ 
watchful with vindictive glance to judge of his slightest look, 
word, or deed in life; he has no more severe monitor than his 
own conscience; than consciousness, when disrobed from out- 
ward ilfe, of being in spirit, perhaps impoverished by a lack 
of excellence in his external life and knowledge. 

Into the spiritual state, therefore, the usual human being 
enters a3 freely and as gladly as you would pass from the 
winter cllme of the frigid zone to the reglons of trop{cal 
warmth and beauty. Into the spiritual life usually the spirit 
entora gladly, as though freed from a prison, unfettered from 
chains, and released from the thralldom of the encasing physt- 
cal clay, that even to the best of human beings fs to somo ox- 
tent @ bond upon the spirit. I can therefore say that with the 
fullness of years and the consclousness of having tried to do 
my duty, death came to me as a welcome messenger, 

I knew little of the state Into which I would enter, but I 
had an abiding faith that the Infinito Power over-rules these 
things, and that weenter that state for which we are best 
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fitted, and that tome there could come nothing worse than 
. what Thad encountered, and in soms way trlumphed uver 
during my earthly piigrimago, 

Iassuro you, friends, the consciousness of this fact abode 
with me for many years before my departure from the earthly 
life. Iassure you that I had gleamtings of this sublime phl- 
lJosophy that fills the vold between the outer and the loftier 
life, and that I therefore was somewhat prepared for the re- 
ception which seemed to awalt me {n the spiritual spheres ; a 
recoption that more than surpassed all earthly recognition, 
all visitation to home and friends, all possible conceptions of 
outward life, since it was not marred by any thought of the 
absent, or by any approaching severance of the chord by an- 
other change of death. = 

The needs of the human spirit speedily force themselves 

upon the consciousness of the newly departed. 
_ I found that affection, kindness, charity, the graces and 
thoughts that I had admired in my earthly friends, were the 
real {nheritance into which [ came when I entered spiritual 
life. 1 found that external surroundings, shapes of beauty, or 
usefulness, were in accordance simply with the needs of the 
spirit, and secondary to it, while all that pertained to the vital 
existence of life—I mean to the thought of life, to {ts good 
qualities, to those things that make up the real man or woman 
—these were apparent and manifest in the surroundings that 
awalted me, 

Hence, in the abode of family affections to which I was 

- first admitted, I founi the kindred of my fireside, and of my 
spirit, awaiting meas joyously as though I had been In long 
banishment, or exile, and was returning to them. I found 
my youth, all impulses and hopes of early manhood, every 
form of young life, restored and more than fulfilled in the fru- 
itlon of the spirit. I found that the physiological change of 
death had wrought a greater miracle than Arabian wonders 3 
it had wrought the miracle of absolute departure of age, of in- 
firmity, of pain, and the consciousness of it~—of all things 
connected with matter, so far as physical suffering was con- 
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cerned, I found to my sorrow that much of my life was not 
perfect, and that the portlon which was not perfect was re- 
flected in my brain, to which my friends, however, kindly 
seemed to turn a blind eye and deaf ear, and only allowed me 
to discover the imperfections. These imperfections were the 
resulta which, of course, every human belng possesses, and 
must ultimately become aware of—any lack in the mental! 
or moral perfection of the nature on earth. Such lack 1s dis. 
tinetly portrayed in the epfrit, and unless there fs very great 
moral perversion the spirit becomes distinctly aware of it the 
moment disenthrallment from the earthly body takes place, 

Nevertheless I was admitted into the abode prepared for 
me by the aspirations of love and tho loved ones who were 
present. Idid not find the distance far, although I presume 
upon actual measurement it would be many thousand leagues 
from the carth; but so rapid was the transition, and so sud- 
den was the rising from earth, that lt seemed an instant and I 
was there, though I could look back upon the earth, and it 
appeared as a speck or atom of dust in the atmosphere, 

I found that the spheres of spiritual life are not of necessity 
connected with the earth’s atmosphere, except by mental or 
spiritual tles, and that those having friends upon earth still 
hold an interlinking chain; but the orbit that connects them 
with the earth and with the spiritual state may be far away. 

I found the sphere into which I entered was a vast belt of 
interstellar light, which seemed at first, as I approached {t, ta 
bo like the Milky-Way, of those nebulous masses that the as- 
tronomer discovers when contemplating the heavens. This 
belt was not limited to any espectal planet or world, but seem. 
ed to stretch far away indifferent directions through the orbed 
spaces, and each planot seemed to have an Interlinking avenus 
connecting with this interstellar belt. 

l asked one who appeared to me as a luminous star of ght 
what sphere, by name or number, I had entered. 

He sald: "The spheres are not numbered to us, but for 
the purpose of external information they are frequently num- 
bered. This is the second or interstellar sphere—the heavens 
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{Indirectly removed from the earth or other plar.eta—that state 
which the spirlt enters in ita second stage of epiritual growth.’ 
L said: Then fs thore another sphere nearer the earth?" 

“You have passed through one,” he says, ‘ which connects 
those spirits with the earth who are more nearly allted to tt, 
and whose affections and ties are of an external nature. 
Such spirits are earth-bound, and have yet their passions, 
their prejudices, thelr human proclivittes, to overcome. lene 
back!" 

JJooked back, and I discovered what I had not seen waite 
passing through It. Dense masses, seemingly of vapor, float. 
ing over the speck that I called the earth. These dense masses 
the spirit, who seemed lumlious end orbed with Hyht, told 

. me wore the first spheres of spiritual life beyond the earth 
into which those spfrits entered that from moral obliquity, 
eatthly tics, selfish habits, or any external cause whatever, 
were still bound near the earth. 

I noticed, however, that even the dark masses 3 swept away 
toward other planets, and he said there was a connecting link 
between the atmosphere of earth and the atmosphere of every 
other planet in a similar stage of spiritual growth, so that 
these lower spirits, or spirits fess spiritually developed, were 
connected with whatever planet represented their average 
state, and frequently received an augmentation of thefr own 
shadow by the shadow reflected from the planet equally 
undeveloped. 

Into the sphere, however, which I had entered, there seemed 
noabsolute moral obliquity. There wereimperfectionsenough, 
the results no doubt of failures in earthly life to fully compre- 
hend the nature of the spirit and Its latent powers. I could 
readily see that these failures were not the result of {nten- 
tion, and that they were soon overcome, as indeed my own 
delinquencies seemed to be overcome by my earnest desire to 
have them overcome. I prayed, that is, I strove earnestly 
with myself to overcome whatever of personal pride, ambi- 
tion or earthliness might remain with me, and 1 boheld, ag 
T entered noarer and nearer the abode of my loved ones, a 
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shintng streain that seemed to flow all around the borders of 
this sphere into which I had entered, eran wile I must 
pass to enter their abode. 

Without hesitation I plunged Into the stream, but Instead 
of water, according to the standard of that substance upon 
earth, Efound each globule seemed Iifellke, and was laden. 
with some essential pungent power, that probed the weak- 
ness of my moral nature and expurgated it from me. Every 
globule seemed distinct, and like a lash would scourge, at the 
same time leaving no sting but the consciousness of renova- 
tion. 

This was the sphere or state of self-examination; and dur- 
ing my passage through this stream I distinctly remember. 
(hat all of the faults and failings and mental imperfections 
of my earthly life seemed to pass before my mind, I distinct- 
ly remember that I judged them all, one by one, and wished 
that they might pass from me. — 

As I emerged upon the other side I beheld my dearest 
friends extending to meet me; the members of my own family 
fireside group who had long sinco passed from gaze were 
there awaiting me. These had prepared, as it were, an en- 
circling bower, thet shut out all view of the surroundings and 
scenery, but at the same time might open out any time direct« 
ing my volition to it. 

Tere was my wealth, here was my greeting; hors was the 
reception which fora long time I had awaited; how long I 
know not, for an age would seem as nothing and e moment 
an age in the consciousness of the joy of being disenthralled 
from earthly sense, and In greeting again the friends whom I 
knew upon earth. 

As we passed out again into what seemed an open space, I 
was led by the spirit that appeared from a luminous body of 
spirits, to contemplate the change that had come upon me. I 
found substances, new in name, but apparently as tangible ns 
those of earth-life, and I found structures that had no resem- 
blance to earthly things, but at the same time wero typical of 
the thought, wish or desire of those who inhabited them. I 
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found that the atoms of these spiritual existences were trans. 
parent; that I could see all the performances of life within. . 
my own frame as well as in the frames of those with whom 
Icame in contact, Thought itself seemed luminous, and I 
could distinctly tell by the radiations of light around my com. 
pantons and friends that thelr thoughts were toward me. I 
soon tinderstood that we had no speech; that It was not neces. 


sary to make vocal signs, as the thought itself became palpa- ~ 


ple to the comprehension of the spiritual vision or conscious- 
ness of the other. 

I then said: "Ilave we no phystcat senses pene Speech 
does not seem to be necessary, and Ido not require to hear 
when you think.” 

“Physical senses,’’ was the answer, “are but the measure 
of the human body and its weakness. Tho spirit only wants 
avenues of expression and avenues-of understanding. If 
senses were here they would blockade and prevent the ex- 
pression which you so much covet.” . 

- “They do upon the earth,” I sald. ‘The sight is limited, 
the hearing can only be relied upon at random, and the phys. 
{cal senses impede frequently the expression of the spirit.” 

‘‘Tlow much more, then, In the spiritual state will they do 
80,”’ said my attendent, ‘‘ when the spirit itself requires none 
of these outward avenues, but has ayenues of expression ac. 
cording to its own state!” 

I then speedily discovered that every mental vibration pro- 
duced as distinct on impression upon the atmosphere as 
though a photographic plate had been there to recelve tts rays, 
and that this aura surrounding a spirit was at oncea sign and 
token of the condition of the spirit, and of the different 
thoughts emanating from the brain. 

“Ts thought thon a substance?” said I. 

Not a substance per se, but it affiliates with the substance 
of spiritual life, producing vibrations upon it, as sotnd does 
upon tho external or earthly air. Ience ff a person thinks in 
spiritual life it is equivalent to speaking in earthly life, the 
‘effect being Just as palpable on the finer substances of spirit. 
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tial existence as is the vibration of sound upon outward Bub 
stance.” 

“Then in what manner fs thought received ?” I sald. 

“By vibrations, The corresponding wave of thought 
reaches your own spirit and produces impression there, Just 
as the wave of sound reaches the hearing and peaduges as 
pression there.” 

“Then,” I sald, of what use is this form?” for I per- 
eolved that I hada form distinct and conforming {p shape, 
and I judged in appearance, with my earthly form, except 
that there were no lines of age, or care, or pain upon It. 

Ife said: “ ‘The organs of physical sensation are but the ex. 
pression outwardly of spiritual sensation, hence they area 
symbolic representation externally of what the spirit really 
possesses in a greater degree. Hence, sight and physical 
touch, then, in spiritual life become submerged into one 
sense, but each of the avenues are preserved to complete tha 
oneness, just as a complete sound or chord Is made by several 
notes fn unison; so the senses of the spirit aroas seperate 
notes of music out of which a chord of melody is made; or 
better still, are ns separate rays of light, of which a single 
perfect beam of Ight is made. You do not use the senses 
separately in spirit-life, as on earth, but all sensation is alive 
at once through, all the avenues, quickening, or receiving, in 
proportion as tho spirit thinks, or {s acted upon by surround. 
ing spiritual Iutelllgences.’” : 

OF course I then discovered that the methods of this life 
must be widely different from those of earth, that the slow. 
ness and inadaptability of earthly life are vastly unfitted and 
unqualified to sustain anything {ike tho rapidity with which 
thought itself acts upon the mind and braln of another, 
Speech itself fs slow to human consclousness; thought {s 
rapid in its vibrations. The movements of the physical form 
are necessarily cumbersome, and vary In grace according to 
the abillty or construction of form. In spirit-life gracefulness _ 
of thought depends upon its perfection, not upon the external 


expression, and he represents the most perfect beauty and 
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symmetry of form and shape of life whose thoughts are the 
most perfectly formed, and therefore who expresses them tho 
most perfectly. 3 

I saw an entire change to my comprehension in the manner 
_ of construction of things. In the external life, you will ob- . 
serve that all things proceed from organic properties and 
functions, and that life unfolds gradually from the germ that 
fs acted upon by extraneous influences and substances, f 
discovered in spirit-life that all emanations proceed from the 
spirit itself; all attractions, or accretions of matter, are the 
result of # greater or less degree of perfection th the talnd or 
in the spirit, and that therefore there is no necessity for organic 
construction ; that whatever construction takes place in splr- 
{tual life, is what you term subjective In earthly life, but to 
the spirit 1s certainly objective; while all forms of earthly 
substance and organic life upon earth seem tothe spirit in 
my stage of existence purely subjective and shadowy. 

I seo the radiations of matter, as I shall presently show you, 
not from the external but from the spiritual standpoint, and 
will endeavor to portray the changes in my senses and con- 
selousness, while comparing the two stages of Jife, and my 
observation of substances in each, 

As I soon became interested tn these forms of external ob- 
servation concerning myself, of course my immediate tntor- 
est {n home ties and home friends disappeared, and I became 
anxfous to enter a wider range of observation, where I could 
discover the various processes of the life into which I had 
entered. I perceived foras all about me, of beauty and come- 
Hness, some of them similar to forms on earth. I menn ex. 
ternal objects, but all of them sesemingty dependent upon the 
radiations of some given mind. Hence if I anproached the 
habitation of a spirit there wore flowers and forms of beauty, 
foliage, external objects itis true, but these all scemed de- 
pendent upon and radiating around the spirit that was their 
life and centre. If that spirit moved, the whole of this struc. 
tare seemed scintillant with the thought of the spirit; {f there 
was a pulsation of joy it seemed as though the leaves and fo- 
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lage were conscious of It; and even the habitation In which 
the spirit dwelt became more luminous; and I speedily dis- 
covered that the thought of the inhabiting spirit affected all 
substances within the orb of its life, and hence that the at- 
tractions of other spirits, the home ties and all, were a con- 
gregation of spirits of similar grade, who formed their habita- 
tions by the attraction of a3 much substance as their own 
minds could control; and that the power of the spiritual will, | 
{ta volition or consclousness, became the secret spring where- 
with these substances were attracted, 

I then said : ‘ How was it that my own habitation was pro- 
pared without my presence here?” 

“You have been lying upon earth,” the attendant spirit 
said; ‘you have had thoughts and occupations there, and 
whatever thought belonged to this stago of life, instead of 
to the earthly, produced its impression upon this stage and 
upon the corresponding substances here; so that your spiritu- 
al structure was fashioned by you while you were an inhabit. 
ant of the earth-llfe.’* 

“Then we build our spiritual habitations,” Isald, * while 
upon the earth?” 

‘Yes, and perfectly or Imperfectly ; the structure {s fash 
foned according to the perfection or imperfection of your. 
thoughts ; if they are continually broken and shattered by ex- 
ternal things, or if the tles of matter encroach too strongly 
upon the spirit, it makes habitation appear fragmentary 
and frequently very-imperfect, but that is speedily remedied 
by the spirit when it comes to this state of existence.” . 

“Then,” T sald, “13 there a continual connecting link be- 
tween tho earthly state and this state of spiritual life?” 

“Most certainly; there are connecting links,” says the at- 
tendant spirit, between all atoms of matter in tho universe, 
aud certainly there are connecting Ilnks between all atoms of 
spiritual substances that make up the vast spheres of spiritu- 
al life.’’ 

I then discovered that the seeamaliene of the spirit begin 
not externally, as they do upon carth, but inwardly. For in- 
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stance, if on earth a young man wishes to build a home he 
saves up a fow dollars, he gathers together his earnings, and 
he makes a habitation out of such substances as accord with 
his means. While his mind may be very lofty, his aspira- 
tions very meritorious, he cannot bulld s greater habltation 
than the dollars which he has will warrant him in orecting. 
Tie builds his habitation and takes his companion, and they 
together make up the homo; first, of course, from their affec- 
tlons, but the external property from the substances around 
them. 

In spirit-life the novice enters seemingly without a posses. 
sion, but he soon finds that he hag lald up his treasures, or 
his Jack of them, in heaven. His lack of them will consist of 
a vacant space, which certainly he may occupy, and which, If 
he bas any friends or kindred or loving thoughts, will be meas- 
urably peopled by thefr kindness; but {fhe has been entirely 
lacking in spiritual gracés and aspirations it will seem to be 
an impoverished country into which he has entered. Iam 
told that in the lower stratum of spiritual existences there 
are vast barren plains inhabited by persons who have not had 
aspirations sufficiently spiritual to make populous thelr home 
with any living thing. 

Tam told that there are barren deserts stretching far away 
into space, the outgrowth of the earth and other planets, 
which souls must for a time inhabit, because they themselves 
have falled to create beauty in their thoughts. Butin this 
sphere which I entered there were no such desolate places ; 
there were certainly many Imperfect, and many that seemed 
devoid of what I would consider grace snd beauty. My hab- 
itation, when I entered that part of it that I myself had cre- 
ated, was sufficiently imperfect, and 1 found !t ke another... 
famous place in history “paved with good Intentions,” and I 
speedily set to work to rear upon this somewhat substantial 
basis the edifice of my new Ilfe. In doing thts I dld not look 
around for wood or marble, or any outward substance; I was 
told that I had to build from within. Isaid, ‘‘ How shalt I do 
this? { know the trees grow and ali things unfold from 
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within upon carth by attraction of atoms from the sunlight 
and the various substances of the soll; but Iam not aware of 
any such property in man, except indirectly.” 

“You shall see,” answered my attendant. ‘Give yourself 
no unvasiness about your habitation, but try to reform tho 
methods of your thought.” 

‘Reform the methods of my thought? “Have 1 then been 
inebrlate? Mave I been imprudent? Have I been immoral? 
Tlavo I misjudged my kind?” 

“You aro to decide.” 

Llooked within my mental structure, and I discovered that 
the walls had largely crumbled away since I passed from 
earth-life; that things very real and very substantial to me in 
tho external life were nothing; that precepts asd maxims 
which I had considered essential and important, became as 
nothing ; that they were mere shreds and sophisms. For in- 
stance, I discovered that the external policy of honesty, un- 
less accompanied by the genuine impulse, is vold. Of course 
Lalways thought so, but I stated it wrongly. I discovered 
that an external morality typical of life is void, unless there 
be a corresponding probity of spirit. I understood this, but 1 
was not sufliciently alert to its importance of being first a 
spiritual state. I was of the opinion upon the earth that the 
external inculcation will eventually produce the right kind of 
state, and that the semblance of it ought to be cultivated that 
the real may come. I discovered that no semblance can imt- 
tate the reality; that the real foundation of oll moral excel- 
lence must be by inculcation of it from within, 

I believed in modern sclence that outward observation and 
the pursuit of various mechanical and mathematical discover- 
tes would eventually lead tothe perfection of truth. I now 
perceived that wall, also, crambling away, and an Insight en- 
tering my mind that outward science is but the form or cloth- 
ing of the spirftual principie, and if that principie be not cor- 
tect the science Itself is void. 

In religion also I found that while Ihad no creed which 
made a barrier between me and my Deity, or between myself 
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and my kind, there was stills mistake in the fact that I 
failed to recognize tho absolute nature of the Divine Person- 
ality in the guidance of all worlds and men. Of course I be- 
Neved that too much can be dono by man himself; I recog. 
nized too little the unseen agencies that are allve in’ the unl. 
verse to shape and govern all things, 

Imust be pardoned tf I seem protlx, but tn order to arrive 
at an accurate comprehension of the change which every 
spirit must pass enegutty I must ae these individual ex. 
perlences. 

T then discovered that as I unraveled one by one the meshes 
of external sophtsm or external philosophy, I seemed to 
be ensphered Jn an atmosphere far more jum{nous, There 
wore certain indications of fabric growing around me; I per- 
celved that as my thoughts regulated themselves harmoniously 
there were spherical arches, and varfotis forms of beauty like 
rainbow lights, around me, I sald, ‘* What fs this?” 

The attendant, seemingly watching me from without, sald, 
You will soon discover.” And I at last found that my en- 
tlre method of thought became inverted, or introverted ; that 
Ilooked upon substance as a shadow, and upon what men 
call shadow ag substance; that I discovered in tho external 
Nfe no organic property separate from spirit. Remember 
this: In atoms no organie property separate from spirit ’— 
that I probed to the very foundation of my philosophy and dise 
covered that nature has of herself no activity independent of 
the spirit inhabiting nature, I found this out in my own 
structure, and {nthe spirltual body which my soul animated 
and the life into which I was admitted. 

I then said: ‘From this standpoint can I investigate out- 
ward science? Can 1 now become familiar with the processes 
of the contact of elements in external nature 7” ‘ 

The attendant said: From this standpoint only can you 
' understand the processes; the externally scientific man has 
no groundwork; he percefves at random; he discovers, seem- 
ingly, by accident; he follows a line of investigation, and if 
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he arrive at the truth it ts simply because the truth is in his 
way, not because he has a correct afm.” 

Thon I sald: ‘I may safely study the elements of the 
earth’s atmosphere ahd planetary substances, and the laws 
governing their control?” . —_ 

“Most certainly,’’ he sald. ‘But you are not fitted to en- 
ter upon this study until you shall have at first perfected your 
own habitation. By this I mean,” he says, ‘ until you shall 
have become self-centred, properly polsed in your own sphere 
of life, and understand thoroughly the scenes by which you 
are surrounded.” 

I then sald: I will follow your instructions; I seek only 
for guidance. Let me know the methods.” 

‘t The methods are still self-examination, still self-scrutiny, 
still the undoing or perhaps the Oyen Wag of the thoughts 
that were with you on earth.’”” 

Then I leaned still more toward inward enittanplntton; aii 
thought that I had not sufficient power of spiritual growth to 
reach the point of my desire in the pursult of the investiga- 
tion of the sciences connected with the elements of the earth 
and the heavenly bodies. Soon, however, I became tranquil, 
and my mind was breathed upon by a consciousness of hu- 
mility. 

Isaid: ‘I will study as a little child, and Ilsten to these 
spirits or witness what they shall do until [ learn.’ 

I then perceived groups further and further away nearing 
us, and that each seemed tu be occupied with thelr own pur- 
sults, not intruding nor interfering with the others, but 
ranged in family grouplags and in social order and occupa- 
tion. 

I said: ‘ How busily and constantly employed they seem to 
be! and yet I have no clue as to what thelr occupation may 
mean, or the effect that it may have upon themselves or 
others.” 

I sat down itn sonitenipiallea with the habitation unfinished, 
much as one would sit on an unbuilt edifice for which he 
had no capital to proceed further. My capital was gone; I 


TO age WS ge 
OF DISEMBODIED sPiIniTé, me oe IE 
; sated G e it yeaa 
had nothing further to tnvest; Ldid not know how to: pio: 
ceed, By observation I discovered lines of sympathetic light 
extending from one spirit to another, that formed these 
groups. These lines of sympathetle light radiated, or scintll. 
lated, as they approached one another, and of one accord 
they seemed to understand, as I described previously. They 
then seemed to pass off In groups further and further away, 
either Into space, or sometimes they seemed to me to descend 
into darkness, 

Isald: “What do they do?” ” TI then thought intently 
with a desire to know thelr occupation. 1 discovered that 
these were self-centred family groups, or soclal circles, who 
had a distinct line of thought and occupation In spiritual life, 
and that this Iine of thought and occupation was connected 
with some social state beneath them, or some planet to which 
they might be attracted for use or for work. 

Then Isaid: “I have the clue: it must be what they do 
for others that gives them capacity to increase thelr power of 
bullding thoir own habitations.” Instantly all the atoms in 
the fabric of my own habitation thrilled with this new light. 

Isald: ‘I will seek some person, or spirit, or state, that Is 
not as attractive as my own, and see what good I can accom. 
plish.”” I was not long in seeking, I seemed to pass into a stra- 
tum of atmosphere beneath and darker than my own, among 
persons who seemed to be without the power to rise, and some 
without the aspiration; and I thought, as I breathed upon 
them from my mind-—thls breathing being a real exhalation 
oft my spirit~" Would you Ike to enter s region of greater 
brightness?’* And a spirit looked upward and said: ‘*Oh, 
Icannot; there seems to be no way; Iam hopeless. I have 
no unhappiness, no fixed condition of misery, but I am 
Inert.” 

. sald: “Do something,” giving the same advice that I 
myself had sought. 
‘What shall Ido? there {3 no outward work for me to per- 
form. Clothing is unnecessary, we weave {t seemingly of 
our thoughts ; we do not feed upon substances like those upon 
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carth; I have no a neeealty for these nial H and one cannot 
always thinks it 1a too Inactive.” 

But I sald: Do you not know one {n outward life whom 
you wish to benefit? Is there no such one living upon earth?” 
I ventured this without even knowing that I myself could do 
it. ‘Is there no one that you would wish to bendfit upon 
oarth 2” : 

“Oh, if I might,” said he, “communicate with some one 
whom I love, that I might tell of the Inertia that fills my mind, 
it would even be a blessing to do that!” 

Isaid: “Think tntently of the one whom you would ike 
to communicate with.” And I saw that he was thinking, and 

_ that with that thought he disappeared toward earth, and there 
followed « portion of the Nght which seemed to come from 
the sphere that I inhabited with him as he went upon his 
way. | 

Lreturned to my sptritual habitation, and behold! a recon- 
struction had taken place; the formless portions were shaped 
and in order, and all around the base was seomingly the foun- 
dation of # perfect structure. It is well; I thought; I will try 
agnin; and so little by little I went beyond the precincts 
ot my own habitation, secking to influence minds that were 
evidently less employed than myself. To my utter delight 
I discovered on each return from such a visitation that 
my habitation grow more and more complete; and when 
I had finished it so far as it ts possible for any spiritual 
state to be finished, I then was conscious of the presence of 
the attendant who had advised me, Hesald: ‘You have 
found the process now of increasing your activity and pow- 
ers; now you are fitted to study the elements.” I said: 
“Why now?” ‘Because the spiritual is the centre here, and 
that must be {n order and well balanced before any material 
thing can be touched. You cannot even become conscious of 
the methods of outward life until you are conscious of the 
methods of spiritual Ilfe.’’ : 

Then I said: ‘Aro there no spirits in communication with 
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the planots and with the external elements save those that are 
spiritually self-centred?” 

“Certainly; but they are not giiseionse- so, and have no 
knowledge of their office or employment; they perform if me- 
chanleally, and act under the Impulsion of higher minds. 1 
take it that you wish to act intelligentiy.” 

“Oertainly I do,” 

. “Then,” he says, “come with me.” 

I passed to the stratum of atmosphere that we had seen as 
I was passing from earthly lfe.. I found there various unem. 
ployed spirits upon barren plains; found them tn habitations 
that seemed to be void of beauty and Intelligence. 

{To said: “Do you wish to perform anything upon earth?” 

I said: “I would like to find out, if possible, the methods 
whereby spiritual beings, or spiritual forces, control and act 
upon earthly beings.” 

“ You then,” he gald, ' wish to ile the sphere of study of 
the elements in connection with spiritual beings and intolll- 
gences?’* 

Tsaid: ‘Yes.” 

He sald: “Select from these persons whom you sce those 
whom you consider most fitted to act upon.” 

*¢ Tow am 1 to select?’ I said. 

“Think toward them,’’ sald he. 

AsI fixed my mind upon one and another, I saw them {i 
various degrees of promptitude or slowness turn toward me 
and gradually come near. Those who came the most readily, 
and those who seemed the most anxlous torespond to my 
thought, were chosen. 

He said: “Now, anything that you will these persons to do 
they can perform, but it must be through your will and your 
knowledge, and not theirs.’ 

I then became aware that other spirits had in the same 
manner gathered around these groups of spirits that occupy 
the plane nearest the earth; that they were Intent upon sclv- 
ing the problem of communication between the outward 
sphere, which is the earth-life, and the spiritual spheres; 
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not only In the manner of impression and guardianship, which’ 
I discovered to be a distinct spiritual power, but In the man- 
net of affecting the currents of the atmosphere and occult 
forces lying around the earth. I joined this school. I speed- 
fly found that my attendant was one of the number, and that 
in the second sphere, which was my home, ina higher grade 
beyond me, was their habitation and group, er council, and 
that I really was to be admitted to this council! as one of the 
message-bearers tothe earth! One of the meseage-berrers | 
The thought itself electrified me. Could it be possible then — 
to open a direct line of communication? I bethought me of 
the subtle force that a portion of my life had oceupied intent- 
ly my thought and mind. Could it be through some such 
force a8 electricity in one or other or both of its vibrations? 
Was thero some method whereby this substance, which was 
spiritual and yet tangible to me, could be brought in direct 
contact with matter, and made to reveal the consclousness of 
mats spiritual life by the stepping-stone of physical science? 
Here was a problem. . 

I commenced first studying gradually the forces surround. 
ing the earth. I discarded the idea of electricity very soon, 
as I found it too matertalin its vibrations and too directly 
connected with the elementa! contact of the earth. 

Magnetism I found also governed by the laws and currents 
affecting the earth and its atmospheres. Then I sald there — 
must bea still more subtle force, which is amenable to the 
direct control of the individual will, and 1s not so sensitive to 
the casual currents or changes of the external atmibboners as 
electricity seems to be. 

To my surprise I found electricity to be a simple vibration, 
and the result of counteracting currents of magnetic life upon 
the earth, and which in their various orders and rotations may 
be easily measured and guarded against, and placed in accord 
with the various electric mechanisms of the earth, and adjust. 
ed according to human wants and needs. - 

This certainly was not the force to be employed in connec. 
tion with the contact of spiritual beings with earth, or with 
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earthly matter. I looked stil! further. I discovered a subtle 
force or aura, surrounding mirierals, and surrounding all vege 
btable substances, and flnally surrounding all human beings, 
Ifound thatthe sura surrounding mineral substances was 
not amenable to the action of spiritual volition or will: power. 
I found that the aura surrounding vegetable substances was 
notamenable tothe action of will-power Jn the individual 
capacity. I found the substances surrounding animals, espe- 
claily the dog and horse, or bird, te some degree amenable; 50 | 
that under some circumstances of human contact or surround- 
{nga, these animals could be made to express an unusual de- 
greo of supposed intelligence, and to give tokens or signs of 
what.would seem to be supernatural power. 

By experimenting upon these, [found that gradually the 
substances surrounding human beings, by an action upon the 
organs of the brain and sensation, would bocomo susceptible 
to the expression of volition, si abcabe of the human be- 
ing. 

This was tho desired element. Upon this element, then, all 
the force in the school of mossage-bearers, to which I. be- 
longed, was intently fixed, and into a particular vein or cur- 
rent of thought, which we, by converging our minds at a 
given time and place, were able to pans ane that centre of 
thought. 

‘We made our first seireaion of individual contact with 
matter, in connection with the modern phase of. Spirit. 
ualism. (See Rochester Knockings.) I then sald, "Is this 
anew thing? Is it for the first time discovered?” 

“By no means,” said the eldest and centre of the band; 
“this has been known for ages, was practiced in all the varl- 
ous forms of magic in anctent times, and Is the key that will 
finally unravel ail these ancient mysteries.” 

“Of course,” he says, itis the first time that it has sys. 
tematically been presented to the thought of modern science, 
in the light of a sclence; but it will soon grow to that degree 
of observation externally that it can be tested, at least, by 
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the usttal methods of sclentifie observation, and finally tested 
by actual sclentitic apparatus.” 

IT found that no measure of electriclty or atari mineral 

magnetism could affect, or alter io any degree, the manifes- 
tations from our world. I found that the outward atmosphere 
only aftwted them, by depressing or changing the nervous 
currents of the medial organization, and not because of any 
st @srabundance of electricity or magnetism. 
' IT found that the nerve-aura consists of minute partiates or 
globules, that form in themselves a radiating atmosphere 
around every human being, and which, when properly direct- 
ed, constitute the means of motion of the physical organism, 
as well as constitute the meang whereby a disembodied spirit 
independently of that organism moves bodles and produces 
concussions {n the atmosphere. The concussions fn the at. 
mosphere are not the result of what may be called vacuum, 
are not the result of electric vibrations, but are the result of 
this nerve-aura which fs centered at a given place, and which 
produces by the rapidity of action, or volition, the action 
upon table, chair, musical instrument, or atmosphere itself. 

The capabilities of spirits in connection with these mani. 
festations must be limited at the present time by their own 
knowledge, by the nature of the instruments that they have 
to employ upon earth or other planets, and by the intermedi. 
ate stages of thought and observation that qualify human be- 
ings to understand, step by step, the stages of these manifes- 
tations. ‘The capabilities at tho present time are limited, as 
I say, by these things, and by another—that accompanying 
every external step in any science, and preceding it there 
must be a prophecy of the philosophy itself, Spiritualism hag 
had that prophecy and that philosophy, and these must go 
hand fn hand, or the attestation of the physical proof of it 
wlil have no corresponding soul to vitalize {tand keep pace 
with it. 

Hence the manifestations are continually checked by falso- 
hood, by deception, by discoveries of fraud, by the various 
temptations to which humanity is Mable, for the reason that 
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the soul and its growth must keep parallel to the manifesta. 
tion and its domonstration ; but remember that this ts only in 
connection with an intelligent contact of the two worlds, 
physically. Behind all this is a substratum of spiritual laws. 
and forces of interlinking sympathies and amenities, that - 
continually unites the two worlds, whether there is any out. 
ward demonstration or not, and makes up a complete chain of 
inspiration, even if there had never been a physical manifes- 
tation in the world. Remember that the external expression 
is only the smallest portion of the sublime contact of the 
earthly and spiritual states, and of your subjection to spirit. 
ual beings and impressions by them. In whatever sphere of 
~ jife, or in whatever state, morally or spiritually, you may be, 
you are acted upon continually by spiritual powers, for good 
or ill, for your elevation or depression. ‘These spiritual pow- 
ers, by continually acting upon your affections and sympa- 
thies, move your capabilities to surpassing excellencias, or 
gravitate with you toward those darksome places and condl- 
tions that at some time form the bane of human life. 

The possibilities of spiritual existence I can only portray 
to you Ina faint and dim outline, an outline itself so glorious 

‘that it can scarcely be belleved by those still immured in the 
external plane, but of which Ias much have assurance as I 
have of my existence as a disembodied spirit. 

If a spirit can move one atom of external substance to do 
its bidding In response to its intelligent wish and will, then 
it solves all the problems of the heavenly bodies, places us in 
communication with the great forces that lie behind nature, 
and makes the revelation to our consciousness tbat planets and 
systems, as well as men and immortal souls, are under the 
guidance of angelic powers as the agents of the Divine 
Mind. ; : 

No orb is left to perform its functions and rotations with- 
out an ever-present and ever-active intelligence; and yon 
lovely flower, {referring to a bouquet on the table] that ts 
painted In the summer sunlight or destroyed by the cold win- 
try blast, {3 in its every atom and function guided by tho in-- 
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telligent power that lies behind the ray of light and behind 
the wintry blast, to the end of doing the work of the spirit, 
. These possibilities are within the human grasp. Do you 
not govern substances? Is not the earth Itself amenable to 
you? Isthore any place upon it that man does not intend to 
inspect? And may you not with the power of mechanism, 
with the grand inventions of human thought, with the con- 
tinued explorations and impressions from spiritual sources, 
finally hope to vanquish that which has been nearly van- 
quished—time and space and substance—altogether ? 

If the swift-winged messenger of electricity has already 
made the distance between the two opposite portions of the 
world almost nothing, may not the more rapid method of 
thought Itself finally supplant the slow method of electricity, 
until at last you shall converse together by vibrations of hu- 
man thought? 

If the powor of steam has caused the ancient coach to dis- 
appear and the methods of usual locomotion to seem tedious 
and heavy, may not the more rapid transit of serial naviga- 
tion, by some still more occult force, become within the posst- 
bility and grasp of the next half or full century of time? And 
is it too much to suppose that that mind which acts upon 
these substances from the external with so great success, 
is also able, when freed from the external form and fetters, to 
act upon if with still greater success, if not by moving worlds 
in thelr orbed places and guiding the elements to thelr ap- 
pointed tasks, doing lesser things, not for the Individual ben- 
efit of sections or classes of people or conditions upon earth, 
but for the great expression of the perfection of the planet or 
world? : 

I see behind all these forces and mechanisms of nature the 
guidance of an intelligent power and will. Isee, as you see 
behind the helm of the ship; as you see behind the engine 
that bears you across the country; as you see behind the mes- 
senger that carries with lightning speed your thought to the 
dearly loved one; so behind all these forces I see the powers 
of great disembodied minds that have risen from the limited 
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leomprehension of the narrow place upon earth to a loftler 
iand diviner comprehension of the elements of life. They lle © 
-{n the comprehension and the possibility of the soul of man. 

I find it {s no fable that Jupiter commanded Nghtnings or 
that ITercules might overturn the world. I find these powers 
embodied in the thought of man; and the divine Intelligence 
that shapes the tnfant’s feet to do the simple act of uplifting 
the body for the first time from the dust, is capable of shap- 
ing the winged angel to the fulfillment of the task of moving 
a world or a solar system. 

These aro some of the gradations of thought that have come 
to me since I understand the glimmerings of that science by 
which man as an external and man asa spiritual being can 
rise from the dust and triumph over human clay. 


LECTURE BY SPIRIT ROBERT DALE OWEN. — 


INVOCATION, 


Oh, thou Divine Beneficence, thou Infinite Spirit, we ap- 
prosch thee with thankful hearts, and through lofty medita- 
tion and thought of truth we would seek the inspiring power 
of thy presence; that presence which is forever made mani- 
fest; that power which is dlyineand perfect; thatlife which, 
extending through all forms of being, links the atom with 
the Infinite, and the soul of man with thee. Oh God! thou 
past and future life, the soul is summoned to thy Divine con- 
trol by all forms of nature, and every living thing portrays 
the perfection of thy law. We would praise that Jaw, the 
perfectness of which fills the soul with admiration and joy ; 
we would praise thy love, which is thy life, and which every 
soul inherits, and from spheres of immortal blessedness be- 
yond the vell and shadow of time, thy children would draw 
aside the mist that separates the'outer from the Inner world, 
by the subtle law of change men call death; by the power of 
life which 1s inherent in the soul; by the transformation of 
dust into glorious thoughts and images, untll the sou! aspires 
to know all of endless life. Oh, let the childron of earth, 
casting aside their fear and terror, enter the vestibule of thy 
temple of knowledge that leads to eternity; let them behold 
the laws banding together the visible with the invisible, the 
inner with the outer world. Let ministering spirits, with 
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soft, appealing votces attend, and inking their lives with the 
celestial, remind them that life on earth is but the fleeting 
shadow of s vision compared to the reality. .May the utter- 
ances of this night be inspired by thy love and thy truth, 
and may the hearts of those who listen be filled with the 
knowledge that shall como to them, until the two worlds shall 
be no longer apart and divided, but all shall be united and 
all shall name thee our Father and our God. 


THR LECTURE. 


Mr. Chairman and friends—for I feol that I om not a stran- 
ger in your midst, so lately here in person, sv truly here to- 
night. I little thought that the time would be so soon when, 
having burst the bonds of outward sense, I could speak as 
one having authority; when, seeing through a glass darkly, 
I would so svon see face to face the reality of spirit-life, 
wheu last conversing with friends on earth we measured our 
Kittle gleams of the philosophy of life which the cortalnty of 
Modern Spiritualism brought to me. 

To-night I havo been invited to give you an account of my 
transition from the outer to the inner world, and of my re- 
ception in spirit-life. You must bear with me. I am un- 
accustomed to this kind of control, though it was perfectly 
fam!llar to mo as an observer when on earth. Up to the last 
hour of my mortal existence I’ had as positive knowledge as 
is given to mortals to have, of the existence upon which I 
was about to enter. Death came to me no unwelcomovisitor ; 
friends on both sides, equally dear, summoned me to both 
lands, but the time allotted to humanity had already trans. 
plred; and my life, as you know, had been right in falth, if 
not in deed, for many years. That faith which was born of 
knowledge was no holiday gift, no bestowment of fatellectual 
spasm, and no result of morbid theological fancy. For 
twonty years I have had knowledge; ‘for fifteen years 1 have 
never had a doubt of the existence beyond déath, and the 
possibility of spirits to communicate with mortals. But as 
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the morning gradually dawns upon the earth, as the sum- 
mer-time constantly approaches in the footsteps of spring, 
and brings her own pecullar loveliness, that no prophecy 
of morning or spring can afford, so the transition from knowl- 
edge to experience, from observation on your side of life to 
observation on the spiritual side, fs as great as the advent of 
day after the night. I speak with no hyperbolical language; 
there is no word to express the change which death brings 
to the spir!t; thoro ts no language to typify the life of which 
for the first time I became certain that I was the real in- 
heritor. The knowledge which J. believed I possessed upon 
earth was indeed knowledge, so far as the senses could give 
{t; the knowledge which came to me on my departure from 
earth was the certainty of absolute possession. No moment 
of the expiring or receding ray of mortal existence was lost 
to my spiritual consciousness; at no interval of time did I 
feel that I was going to sleep, or that the power of mg in- 
dividual life was fading from me; at no instant did I feel 
severed from elther world; conscious alike of the ministering 
power of beloved ones on earth, and gradually becoming 
more and more conscious of the ministering power of spirit 
friends, I found my spirit-land all about mo. I was not 
borne through the alr; 1 experienced no sensation of sleep, 
no interval of time between the outer and the innor con- 
sclousness; I saw gradually what I had not seen before— 
what seemed to fall to my vision as the revelation after a 
veil had been romoved—the people of the spiritual existence 
near me, as though they had been waiting for me always. 
I saw that the film fe from my eye as the bodily strength 
decreased, and I gradually became aware of spiritual exist- 
ence and spirit scenes, as one standing in a mist among the 
mountains might suddenly, ag the clouds would rise and dis- 
appear, become aware of the Jandscape around him, 

" My spirit-world was where I died, the friends who had pre- 
ceded me into spirit existence were there, they smiled upon 
meas though they had known I was coming for a4 long time, 
they were ready to recelve mé as if they had been waiting by 
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my sido for many a day expecting that 1 would slip out. 
from my earthly tabernaclo, they seemed nware that my so- 
Journ on earth had nearly expired; and there was my father, 
benign, not In his old age, but in full vigor of manhood, smil- 
ingat meas thoughI werea boy again, and he had come to 
teach me something now. All this was so familiar and so 
entirely in keeping with what I expected, that I was not 
even astonished, not certainly at the presence of my friends, 
the dearest one of my household, my family, who had pra. 
ceded me, but there was surprise, Ib came in my own con- 
sciousness and feeling, it came fn the possession of powars of 
which I was not aware, it came in that transcendent sense of 
dtfe which I never experienced on earth, not like youth, not 
like early manhood, not Ike any intoxication which any 
draught could give was the sense which came to me of iInex- 
presstble life, a feeling of buoyancy as though there had 
never been a physical bond, as though pain, and dust, and 
weight, and time, and sense, had all departed. If I could 
prefigureto you, or convey in one word the term and mean- 
ing of that transcendent experience when for the first time 
the soul feels fetterless, when tho freedom of the spirit to 
think and feel fs absuvlute and seemingly boundless, when all 
possibilities seem to rise at onco as accomplished facts, and 
every hope and desire of the mind seems cnpable of fulfill- 
ment, because of the possession of the power which is within! 
This is no exceptional state in me; awaro that from long 
habit of thought, and from accustomed communion with 
spirit.life. my mind was well prepared for this, I know since 
that many spirits who have no such outward knowledge are 
in reality prepared spiritually for this higher birth. It isa 
spiritual state, it isa stateof exaltation, it Isa redemption 
which comes to man after the fatigue and labor and compar- 
ative toil of lifaisover. Easy a3 was my dally path when I 
made {t so by my mind and pen, and easy as were the allotted 
hours of my appointed labors upon earth, and easy as were 
the subjects of contemplation to grasp when thought and de- 
termination were set to bear upon them, I found obstacles 
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which had perplexed iny way suddenly removed, as if I had 
come from behind a ledge of rocks, and now could see the 
gray sky and ocean before me. 

This sensation of death you will not experience, probably, 
until you pass through the change clairvoyants transfigure. 
Many persons who pass into abnormal conditions may realize 
it somewhat, but the unfetterlng of the soul from the body 
isthe one thing that death reveals, and with it the hidden 
powers that otherwise seem to slumber, and are in some meas- 
ure hampered by the physical senses. I observed strangely 
enough that my physical body was still perfectly apparent to 
me, that the friends upon earth were still visible, and I only 
Reomed to have had an added gilmpse of life, of scene, of at- 
mosphere, of being, that I could not see with my mortal vis- 
fon. Not being clatrvoyant upon earth, never having seen 
except such manifestations as were given through others, 
possessing knowledge only through the physical senses, I 
could not proviously understand as I now do the meaning of © 
that inward light, that perception of the spirit which seems 
to comprehend all senses, and makes mind as well as matter 
visible to disembodied spirits. ‘'o-night, therefore, as really 
in your midst, the double faculty of seelng your body and _per- 
ceiving the spiritual atmosphero {s mine, and with that the 
perception of all this spiritual realm that Mes about you, 
which I find {s not removed to some remote point in space, 
but accompanies you, hovers near you, attends upon your 
footsteps, is a portion of your dally life, and when the soul 
breaks through the barriers of time and sense, reveals the be- 
Joved one by your side. The spirit-land is no far-off renim. 
I find not a few spirits who have no thoughts beyond the earth, 
but if they have sympathies with human beings who are as. 
piring to lofty thoughts, they remain near to Inspire and up- 
lift them, and this atmosphere of which I speak is a portion 
of the spiritual atmosphere surrounding you. I do tndeed 
perceive that there are dense places upon the earth and spirit 
atmospheres above the earth where it would scem scarcely 
possible for spiritual light to penetrate, but even there somo 
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redeomlng thought or some kindly deod frequently Ulumines 
the surrounding darkness, and higher spirits attend, 

But for the most part the spiritual existence of your friends 
who are newly departed fs quite near to you; they are taken 
charge of, are made famillar with the scones of spirlt-life, 
and those who are in sympathy with them abide near them, 
as they abide near to you; and my affection being about 
equally divided between tho spiritual and the earthly life, I 
assure you 1 have no intention of leaving the atmosphere of 
earth until, by communication and by constant effort, I shall 
possess myself of the facts on this side of existence as wholly 
as I did upon the mortal side, I mean to make every effort, 
not only to express myself in this manner, which by per- 
mission of her guides and tho gifts of this medium I am ena- 
bled to do to-night, but also to try my powers at every form 
of manifestation which I have ever witnessed, to possess my- 
self of the required information, that I may, if possible, state 
{t In a manner which I often longed to have stated to mo 
while I was still an investigator, and which, for the benefit of 
other investigators, 1 shall certainly endeavor to state from 
this side of existence. I now find that the aspirations and 
certainties concerning spiritual existence which came to me 
were not only realin the sense of manifestations and pres- 
ence, but real in a more transcerdent sense than this; that 
all the thought or hope of spiritual life, all the aspiration for 
the reality of friendship and the continuance of genial com- 
pantonship {s more than realized. You and I have expert- 
enced these things—that is, some of us—in # degree, that we 
were severed from time and space and death by conversation, 
by hallowed experiences, by our own intelligent and intel- 
lectual pursuits ; I find spiritual life is even more than this, 
personal, and especially gratifying to the social, the intellect- 
ualand the spiritual thought of men. 1 find that real here 
which was not real upon earth; the sympathy of friends be- 
comes the strongest tie here, and no outward change of cir- 
cumstance or distance seems to affect that bond. As spiritual 
life Is not a material substance compared with the substance 
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of earth, s0 whatever composes the happiness or pulieppiness 
of 4 spirit is the result of hls or her inward state. ; 
The spheres of which you hear so much I find to be condi- 
tions or states of spiritual life depending upon the thought and 
spiritual growth, and lable to exist anywhere ; so that to-night 
there may be numberless spheres represented in this room, and 
your spirit friends attending upon you may represent as many 
‘grades of thought as yours. As spirits are not dependent 
upon material substance for existence, as they do not require 
shelter from the elements, as there is no necessity for any 
particular time or space, a spirit sphere may be near you, and 
that attendant spirit which abides by you represents the 
. sphere of his or her existence, so that the state itself defines 
the sphere, and not the place or distance, nor the position 
with reference to the earth. Iam thus explicit, not because 
it Is impossible for spirits to exist at a distance from the 
earth, but because much mistaken materialism has grown out 
of the thought of distinct locality as boing necessary for spir- 
itual existence, and while I find that in the highest spiritual 
state to which I have been permitted to enter, I seem to be 
removed and absolved from carthly things and earthly com- 
munion, I do not realize the distance that separates me, but 
in an instanfé, if Iso desire, I can be back to the earth aguin, 
or back to the friends that I wish tocommunicate with. Space 
is literally annihilated ; there is no necessity for time, except 
when we wish to converse with mortals; and therefore one 
molle, or a thousand or a mililon, are as readily traversed: by 
the spirit having the wish to traverse that distance, 1 find 
that the knowledge of the spirits affects very materlally their 
powers, and that some spirits reside near the earth, move 
slowly upon the earth’s surface, hover about the places of 
their former occupations, without seeming to know that they 
have the power to pass more rapidly from point to point. 1t 
seems belng there they are held there, and this probably con 
stitutes their spiritual bondage; but for the short period of tiv. 
that I have inhabited the spiritual state I find time and spac. 
are no barriers. Many things, sufilcient to fill volumes, have 
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come Into my consciousness, and of which I had no power of 
analysis before. With the throwing off of the mortal body, 
clearness of perception and comprehension of spiritual prin 
ciples, absolute sight of material substances that are sealed to 
mortal vision, and perception of laws and forces of nature, 
before unknown, occult powers that seem to be withholden 
from mortals’ view, are entirely clear and porfectly under- 
stood by the mind as soon as brought in contact with them. 
To use these powers perfectly, to make one’s-self familiar 
with them, to study them closely in the effect of union be. 
tween the two worlds is to be my occupation for some time 
to come, since I regard this revelation, now that I have enter. 
‘ed spirit-life, as even more important than I did while still 
among the inhabitants of earth, since I rogard any added 
knowledge, or any light thrown upon its philosophy as being 
s0 much more important than that upon any other subject 
with which 1 was comparatively familiar. 

And now I have an admission to make: I have wished 
since I passed into spirit-life that I had more and more 
revealed what I knew of Spiritualism while upon the earth. 
It is true I talked about it with my friends constantly; it is 
true that when called upon I made statements to the public; 
it is true that my works are before you; butif I had known 
as I now know the absolute nature of the importance of 
these manifestations, I would have dally and hourly devoted 
my energies to making manifest to the public, or to any — 
human being who desired it, the testimony which I have 
witnessed in proof of spirit communion. So much the mora 
easily can spirits communicate when there Is even an awak- 
ened power in the human mind; but the avenues of com- 
munication are so few, and the channels so imperfect at 
best, that could I have thrown the whole welght of my ex- 
perience on your side of existence, I would now have the 
consciousness that I had not delayed in expressing that which 
to every human being must be the highest possible revealment 
of human life, the certainty of existence beyond death. Iftardy 
in this duty, it was through consclentiousness; 1 did not wish 
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to force my opinions upon others; Lwas reluctant to ask peo- 
plo to believe that which they had not themselves witnessed ; 
but 1 now know that tho value of human testimony is not to 
be underrated, and that the manifestations which I saw 
might have led many to an inquiry who otherwise were pre- 
vented from so doing. With this acknowledgment I will say 
that the states and conditions of the spirit-life by which 
spirits manifest themselves to mortals are as varied as tho 
circumstances under which mortals ablde or exist, and that 
a spirit is obliged to overcome every one of certain outward 
conditions before he can intelligently reach the mortal mird. 
Finding this to be the case, I sought a famillar channel of 
communication in several places, and found myself able to . 
express my thoughts through those accustomed channels ; 
but seeking it in one or two other places, where there was 
no previously existing mediumship, I found I could only 
make an impression, and a very slight impression, upon the 
brow or mind, and while I have been able to converse in 
meditation with my friends who have thought of me since 
my departure from earth, I have not been able to make them 
aware, as I could wish, of my personal presence because of 
those intermediate barriers. To remove those barriers, to 
sot them aside one by one, on your side of life as well as on 
_ ours, fg the mission and work of true spiritual philosophy ; 
to make intelligent research a purault which shall not be that 
of curiosity; to ask candid inquiry into the phenomena, and 
especially instruction in the philosophy of spiritual com- 
munion; to make some sort of preparation so that the upper 
world shall not be hampered with the conditions of earthly 
life as well as all those of ignorance in the minds of men— 
this is what [ wish especially to plead for. But borne upon 
the wings of the new-found life, and conscious of the un- 
bounded knowledge which I had yet to gain, and aware that 
those who had preceded me In spiritual state must be more — 
famillar than myself with those ‘nethods, I have waited and 
shall wait until I receive such knowledgo by observation or 
{nstruction as shall enablo me to carry forward this research 
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intelligently ; but meanwhilo.no opportunity will be lost and 
none indeod neglected whereby I can speak or even manifest 
* through any channol the light which has come to me, and 
which ts the fulfillment of life itself. 

If tho reunton of long absent friends, If the silent commun. . 
fon of similar thought and souls upon earth, if the steady 
preparation for the long voyage that at last culminates In ab- 
solute realization, if to find the hopes of my youth and man- 
hood more than verifled, transcendently realized, if to feel 
that there is no change except an added endearment in the 
friends that preceded me into spiritual state, if to recognize 
as of one accord those minds whom I have long revered and 
held sacred, and those friends that with me have withstood 
the brunt and battle of persecution, if to be thus heralded and 

thus recelved into soul communion atid into confidence, 

greeted as one worthy, though [ felt my unworthiness, made 
an equal though [ felt my inequality, if this be the realization 
of heaven, then Lam in that heaven. No fabled vronder, no 
city of gold, no gems nor precious stones arose to greet my 
vision, no heaven of theology. I never belleved it, I could 
not; but the spiritual union, the welcome of friends, the san- 
light of love upon an atmosphere made buoyant by truth and 
hope, to feel the constant fervor, the absolute life of awakens 
ing Intelligence merging more and more into reality, this was 
what I found; tho love of the soul unquenched and purified, 
the transfiguration of thought made beautiful by all the im- 
ages tod symbols of art, the true reverence of the spirit for 
the Infinite Creator imaged in lives of self-forgetfulness and 
ministration, the busy spiritual world whore thought itself is 
supreme, and where each messenger is a ministering spirit 
this is what Ifound. Assemblages of spirits, into whose 
presence my father conveyed mo after L had first received tho 
bencdiction and greeting of my friends, assemblages of minds 
" working together in community of purpose and thought for 
the amelioration of the condition of men, the social problem 
which my father commenced on earth and I but feebly fol- 
lowed to fulfill, these all made more clear, and the solution of 
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thom found tn this higher and purer atmosphere: ‘The faltti, 
andhope, and certainty of human alleviation, that the States, 
socially, morally and politically, would finally bo better, the 
absolute plan of the uplifting of humanity by steady and con- 
stant spirit ministration, tho instruction of the masses in the 
way and means of spiritual life, so that every human boing 
would become aware of his or her individual importance. 
_ In ono cotversation with my father since I passed from 
varthly to spirit-life concerning the society or association 
which he first endeavored to form in the Old and then tn the 
Now World, 1 sald, ‘Is tho scheme correct which you formed? 
Is it possible for any considerable number of human beings to 
live together In associative bodies, including their moral and 
spiritual uplifting?” Ho said, ‘* My thought upon earth was 
only a prophecy; I did not fulfill it because I had not found the 
truo key.” “ What 1s the true key?” I asked. He sald, ‘It is 
spiritual adaptation in classes. I supposed that a community, 
external interests and a common bond of sympathy tn external 
pursuits, would ultimately unite them spiritually. I find now,” 
he sald, ‘that there can be no real community without a base 
of unity in the spirit, and all associations formed merely for 
external purposes must fail, excepting in the external sense, 
while socially and morally and religiously, the world would 
remain asitis, You will witness,” he said in continuation, 
“that those associated bodics bound together by a common 
religious impulse generally romain steadfast, and though their 
impulse be not correct, it still Is o bond of unity among them. 
Now,” he sald, ‘ what we intend to do {s to pour out upon 
the world such a flood of spiritual intelligence as to sweep 
away the barriers of materialism, and bind men together upon 
the common basis of spiritual welfare.” But,” Isaid, “that 
is what the Christian churches have been trying to do for two 
thousand years.” ‘Oh, yos,”’ he sald, but they have only 
done it in an exclusive way; what the world wants to-day is 
not only Christianity, but a religion ora Spiritualism that shall 
include everybody, and the moment you do this you place all 
on their proper level, they seek their associations, they be- 
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come oqually as important in the great project of creation the 
one as the other, andin time, socletyitself will combine togeth- 
er upon principles not external, butspiritual. If there shall bo 
an association formed,” he sald, * under the direction of spir- 
itual beings, that shall bo intelligently carried out, it will com- 
bine spiritual with material purposes, and the spiritual will 
be first. Noone will be called upon or expected to join the 
association who ts not practically capable of following the 
Golden Rule.” “ Well then,’ I sald, * you will have to wait 
until the millennium.” ‘Not so,” ho said; “there are many 
minds upon the earth to-day ready to practically demonstrate 
this, many who are longing for the opportunity, but they 
cannot combine, because of the wide severance in earthly 
matters, Now let every one of these be summoned ton com- 
munity or assoctation equally adapted, set aside selfishness, 
and work together for the whole good, and the problem is 
solved—the individual is swallowed up in the whole, and yet 
the individual is not neglected.” 

This was one conversation. And had you scen as I saw ‘hie 
deceased and risen students of social philosophy, Fourier, all 
who have taken the lead in the long line of reformers and so- 
ciallsts, many who had risen from the bloody flelds of carnage 
in Europe, many who roso out of tho Commune with imper- 
fect and fragmentary ideas of social life, with many who have 
illustrated by their lives and example the possibility of self- 
forgetfulness, had you seen the myriads of souls intent upon 
this problem, and conscious that it is dawning upon the earth, 
you would not have been surprised at the vast manifestation 
which has recently taken place with reference to labor, nor 
would you blame that spirit of true freedom which—although 
in the existence of the present customs it makes carnage and 
destruction—indicates a wrong at the basis of your social 
order. [Applause ] Iad you seen what I saw, you would 
not be surprised at the terrible echoes running all along 
through tho various arteries of commerce, and the aisles and 
corridors of vast speculations in this country and in the Old 
World, a tremor which will not cease and will not pass until 
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it becomes a loud voice and powerful protest against the in- 
justice of the present system of socfal and commercial life 
which binds man to man by any servitude whatever. Mad 
you seen the hope and the joy which spread all through those 
lines of Intelligent spirlts when they found any united purpose 
in the appeal for man, you would know that there ts no end 
to disturbance on earth until injustice shall cease; and while 
wedo not seek warfare, and while every one deplores the 
shedding of blood, that there 1s no responsibillty upon those 
who seek redress for their wrongs. And then I sald, ‘* Will 
it be possible that this shall come about without great war- 
faro and conflict? will there not be shedding of blood and 
serlous disturbances? shall we not finally have a war that 
shall involve the whole country, and porbaps nations in ruin, 
bringing anarchy Instead of freedom?” ‘There Is no need 
of this warfare,” sald my kind parent; ‘the shedding of 
blood {3 not & proper atonement for sing to-day any more than 
in any past age; thero can be no respite for wrong by com- 
mitting added wrong; we shall make volces to instruct the 
» people in their rights, to see that they steadily unite and main- 
tain them, and above all to make their spirits calm and stead 
fast, that the {injustice may not be perpetuated, that they may 
not seck for redress by injustice, but that they may protest 
against it intelligently, acting so unitediy that all will be 
won by the simple power of intelligence and spiritual truth.” 
And then I saw faroff inthecoming time, though not so far as 
ono would imagine, that there will rise up teachers under the in- 
fluence of that sphere of spiritual life, who will instruct man, 
first of all, that his spiritual nature is the highest, that he has 
no right to inflict injury upon his fellows, even In redressing 
wrong, but that he hasa right, steadily and persistently, to 
protest against wrongs until the wrongs shall disappear, that 
he shall live above them and beyond, and that this is the in.’ 
auguration of the new social state. 

I passed into othor flelds of ttroughbt, of sclence, of philoso- 
phy, of art, of religion; I found no idleness, I found none 
unemployed, I found none indifferent, I found all acting and 
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working for the benefit of others, and thereby gaining kenowl- 
. edgeforthemselves. Ifound that in proportion to thelr minis- 
tration and communication of knowledge was the attainment 
of knowledge. Ifound the seclusion of students and the possi- 
bilities of fraternal communings allke permissible and alike 
the result of unselfish desire for truth and the wish to commu- 
nicate it to others. Above all things [found an increasing 
desire In myself not only to discover the various methods of 
spiritual existence, but to communicate them to others, tomy . 
friends upon earth. Oh that so-and-so could know this! oh 
that my friends who expressed such a doubt could be aware 
of this! And then I thought for all minds {n spfrit-life who 
have this yearning and desire, how few are the channels. 
through which they can converse with mortals, and how long 
the time that it takes for preparation to inaugurate an intel. 
Ngent system of converse between the two worlds, Friends, 
remove the barriers, take down the walls fear and prejudice, 
invite unton at the family cirele, let the mediums by your 
firestdes be unfolded, let the daughter, the child that is clair. 
voyant, see visions of spirit-life, let there be this steady flow of 
Intelligence ; it will uplift, sustain and strengthon, nor will it 
mar the pursuits of daily life, but on the contrary mako them 
more and more ennobling by infusing this element of spirit- 
ual existence into your dally drudgery. If I had a thousand 
voices and could speak through a thousand tongues this night, 
I would say let the spiritual life receive its due proportion of 
consideration at your hands; let there be no putting off toa 
more convenient season of that investigation which interests 
you all; let it take possession of your dafly life, let it become 
8 portion of your existence, as your food, and the air that you . 
breathe; thereby you will come to breathe more and more the 
spiritual atmosphere, and thereby you will—like some of my 
friends wnom I see here and who have already passed beyond 
the fear of death—have entered the spiritual life oven before 
your bodies pass through the final change. 
As for me, I know that without boasting I can say I fulfilled 
the prophecy of John in the wonderful Apocalypse. ‘There 
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was no death,” and the new Jerusalem that came down to me 
adorned Iike a bride for the bridegroom, was indeed tho life, 
the immortality, {nto which, as with a spring, I plunged foar- 
lessly and buoyantly, and that awakened ail that endearing 
association which now thrills and fills my life. 1 would com- 
municate to you that you too may seck and know, until all the 
alr of earth shall cease to resound with dismal fear and com- 
plaining and murmuring about death, and you shall abldo in 
the spiritual state where I now find myself one with them 
and one with you, 

_ Feeble as is this utterance, I thank you for your attention 
and for lstening to mein this manner. Again and again I 
shall try, until at last I shall be able to perfectly, through this 
and through other instrumentalities, express myself to you, 
indlyldually as friend and collectively as brother and kindred 
spirit, Good-night. [Applause.] 


THE NEW NATION. 


“'Bohold, I make all things new.'? 


From the councils of your nation who have risen, not by 
ambition, not by human flattery, not by the voice of their 
fellow-men, but by merit to their places in the spiritual world— 
from those who still keep watch and ward by the gateways 
of life, with divine meditation contemplating the earthly 
state, and with highest hope looking forward to the future, I 
am appointed to sponk to-day. I have no lofty words of elo- 
quence, I have no gift of speech such as some have who con- 
trol this instrument, but speak the truth.. My words aro 
those of conviction, and whatsoever I may say it comes not 
from outward love of display, but from inward consciousness 
that a voice to the nation and of the people may be of value 
from the spiritual standpoint of existence. . 

I consider that the people of this country do not sufficiently 
prize their privileges. I consider that they do not understand 
what it moans to live in possession of the three-fold armor of 
liberty, which encircles them and protects them from inva- 
sion from all the civilized and barbarous world. I consider 
that tho privilege of existing beneath so free a system of laws 
fs such that, if he who reads the law of the ancients can judge 
aright, all who possess that privilege would bow In thanks- 
givings, would hold thelr right as a sacred and priceless gift, 


and would, rather than sacrifice it, do all things even to the 
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end of llying each moment a tife of justice and righteousness, 

Clad in this three-fold armor, the Republic stands to-day tho. 
guerdon of hopo for the world. Clad in this three-fold ar- 

mor, strongor than the mall of ancient warrior, stronger than 

the triple steel-clad armor that in anclont Greece and Rome 

protected the patriotism of those loved lands, stronger than 

Egypt's mighty hosts, is this system of invisible law that 

holds every human belng in the hollow of its hand and pro- 

tects even the unborn babe and the gray-haired sire. 

‘The foundation of the Republic was, in itself, almost a mira- 
cle. The adaptation of the laws under a constitution that 
might only be altered by the united voice of the people, and 
the three-fold division of the government Into the executive, 
judicial and legislative departments, fashioned in themselves 
a protection and a strong barrier against the encroachments 
of individual ambition and of the selfishness of combined 
bodies of mon. But like all nations under human adminis- 
tration the highest is not appreciated ; that which ts possessed 
13 not understood, and it is only when war, devastation, ruin 
or slavery creeps in that men understand tho true meaning of 
the word Ltberty, and appreciato the blossings that they pos- 
BOSS. 

‘Above all things the right of rellgtous freedom, that for 
which the centuries had groaned, that for which sens of blood 
had been shed, that for which massacre, torture, inquisition 
and imprisonment had long existed, that for which saint In 
dungeon cell had pined, and the votary of a new faith had, 
going heavenward mid flame and fire, sought to attaln—that 
is yours, has been yours almost from the beginning, and igs 
the priceless boon above all others in the great jewel of your 
national existence. I wonder that men donot pause tn the 
dally routine of business and pleasure, {n the headlong pur. 
suit of the wonderful god of gold, to stand upon this, the al- 
tar of thelr freedom, and praise God every day. I wonder 
that in the mad whirlpool and pursuit for high places of emol- 
ument and trust, men donot pause with reverent and un- 
covered hends waiting the voice that shall call them to the 


TH NEW NATION. 119 


possossion of power, instead of rushing madly where angels 
might fear to tread. I wonder that beneath this very dome 
[Snow’s Academy], that is starry and typical of the enalgn of 
your nation's freedom, men do not consider that they take 
their hearts and lives in thelr hands when they learn what it 
ig to become fully endowed with the privileges of citizenship 
inthis land. And it is not ina political sense that I speak of 
this; it is not with reference to any external process, any 
law-making or law-executing process that is familar to those 
politicians who look upon the surface of things and see in the 
ballot box, only a means of power, and in the high offices of 
the government only places for self-aggrandizement. I6 is 
not with the superficial view of those who glance at the 
rights and privileges of American citizenship merely from the 
standpoint of selfishness and the alm of individual ambition, 
merely because it protects thelr property, their individual 
rights, their freedom of speech and their liberty of conscience, 
It ig bocause that bencath the eye of heaven, and unfolding 
even as forests unfold from the soll that is around them, this 
nation is the mighty outgrowth of the nations that have pre- 
ceded it, 1s the flowering out of civilization, the unfoldment 
of the perfect rose of life beneath the hand of God; and he 
who wantonly destroys its bloom or takes away from the 
fairness of its beauty, becomes a coward and a slave in the 
consciousness of those who understand the meaning of the” 
rights of men. It isnot because won with great suffering 
and heralded with a long Ilne of torture the seeds of this 
nation’s froedom were planted in victory; It is not because 
that after a century some of the evils incident to a new gov- 
ernmont have been wiped away by the baptism of blood ; it 
is not because the heroes and sonsof your own land have risen 
up to defend it against an old-time foe whose new offspring 
came forth in their hideous deformity upon your soll—it Is 
not because of this; but it is because of a vast spiritua! strata 
that has risen above the earth and fashioned a super-govern- 
ment therefrom, that in its turn yields to the nation and to 
mankind the harvest of spiritual growth. It is because the 
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ripening frults of your clvilization become the germs of 
future olvilizations and of invisible kingdoms, whose votce- 
less worda and soundiess speech make vocal the alr above you 
with wonderful prophecies and fulfillments. 

_ All children born in this country, all children that reach 
the age of maturity upon this continent should be taught, as 
a portion of thelr daily religion, should be fed as a portion of 
thelr daily bread, the lesson of this government; should be 
made to feel that the freedom of the people depends upon 
them and their cholee in life; should be made to know that 
the Intelligence-—that invisible something that ponetrates all 
the atmosphere, that makes this morning glorious in the sight 
of every living creature hore—that this intelllgonce consti- 
tutes the safeguard, the bulwark, the salvation of this govern: 
ment and people. 

Iam well aware that the time may come when each human 
being shall exist above law and shall be conscious of the di- 
vine possession of the individual right of Justice. I am well 
aware that a nation or people may exist upon earth that shall 
not depend upon any bulwark of human law, upon any legis- 
lative, judicial or executive department for their freedom; 
but 1am also well aware that the three-fold form of govern- 
ment you possess to-day may become exalted and typical of 
the Divine government, and that never, [f you were to walt 
a thousand years, could you frame a form of law that would 
in itself comprehend the divine government of man above the 
law. And this is why I speak to you to-day with a voice not 
simply of warning and of external recognition, but with a 
volee of somewhat of prophecy. I see in the nation that 
which you, perhaps, cannot see. Nearness to the sun blinds 
the vision, and those who are afar off may behold its bright- 
ness without shrinking. I have been in the blinding light of 
this sun myself. I have seen its dazzling glory lurid with the 
blood-red flames of battle. I have wept with you over the 
heroes, the sons and sires of our own soil slain for the sake 
of freedom when the nation was nearly a century old. I have 
with you stood at the helm endeavoring to prevent tho ship 
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of state from running upon tho shoals and quicksands of am. 
bition, warfare and ruin. Ihave seen what policy has done 
even in the midst of tho greatest peril and danger, sacrificing 
‘the nation to individual wish and ambition. Ihave known 
that unless there was an unscen, unless there were a superior 
power, unless other minds than those of earth governed and 
directed, the ship of state must have been wrecked; and I 
have known that it was no merit in you or in me; I have 
- known that {t was not because of our firmness, our greatness, 
“our freedom from ytelding to temptation nor our lack of self 
{shness, but because we were the right {nstruments in tho 
proper place and time to do the bidding and wield the power 
of the Most High concerning this nation. And now I know 
that it 1s not what any man can do in your midst, though 
he rise up with tho voice of a prophet, and though he 
speak and wield the power of eloquence of o law-giver. I 
know behind the scenes of outward life spiritual laws must 
have their sway, and that you are governed, as all are be- 
neath the infinite, by those spiritual laws, And I see that 
the new nation which is to rise above that which ts debrts 
and seemingly corrupt, {sy a nation of spiritual recognition; - 
that the blindness of vision and the external prejudice and 
materialism which have crept into life have robbed mankind - 
of that consciousness of spiritual guidance which our fore. 
fathers possessed, even though it sometimes Ied thom {nto 
bigotry. I belleve that a new existence of spiritual life re- 
cognizes in the government a power of religion in all things 
connected with human administration—a power of spiritual 
law that shall bind men together, not by force of external cir- 
cumstances, or advantages of civilization and commerce and 
trade, and a community of human Interests merely, but by a 
higher law of human brotherhood that existed in the minds 
of the patriots who first framed the foundations of this gov- 
ernment, and once more sprung into belng when tho life- 
blood of the nation was flowing and the foundations of huinan 
Uberty were threatened with destruction. 
All the time and every hour, where the Atlantic washes 
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the shore and where the Pacific washes the shore, thero fs a 
voles going up from this nation that bids the people of the 
earth hope and look forward to ultimate freedom. All the 
time while you are contending with petty differences and fac- 
tions here, in the far Orient the poople that have long been 
persecuted and oppressed look to this nation as thelr final 
safety and hope, All the time when Italy went through the 
severest of hor many severe struggles, and Garibaldt held the 
sword of freedom like a flaming fire above the nation, and, 
wen Italy walted for a king that could not condescend to 
minke her a republic, even then Itallan patriots looked to this 
evuntry for the hope of their own freedom; and in a voice of 

’ prophecy, crowned by the Ilfe of that wonderful prophet, 
Muzzini, she spoke the word of freedom and blessing to her 
people. All the time when Itussla was groaning beneath the 
serfdom of years there was a warning voice that made the 
Emperor know that the tlme had como to telease thom from 
bondage. All the time when France has been desolated by 
warfare, raplne and ruin, she has ever felt tn her inmost 
soul that across the watery wave there was a sustaining 
voice and an uplifting power. All tho time when Great 
Britain’s sons have been tolling for the bare privilege of ex- 
istence and daily bread, she has known that her noblest sons 
have spoken in behalf of human rights and human freedom, 
and tho right of man to toil and earn his daily bread and re- 
ceive that bread, because of the nation that was smiling 
across the water; because of the great lily of lands that lay 
siniling and fair beneath the hand of God ; and all tho time, 
her own children silent, the voice of the world has praised 
this Jand and helped her to reveal herself to the eye of heaven. 
And now that this hope exists and is imperishable, and now 
thit the wailing nations throng thither, and the shoros re- 
ceive them with outstretched arms, and the fivids smile up 
with thelr glad fruition of ha vest tothose that had no bread, 
Lsay this nation were worse than Rome, worse than Ezypt, 
worse than downtrodden and bet-ayed France, worse than alk 
the minions of power beneath the sun if she did not smile 
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pack ber thanksgiving to heaven, lf she did not wipe from 
her record every stain, if she did not uplift her bands to 
heaven and ask that her feet might be guided forever in the 
pathways of truth and Justice. 

Ispeak to the souls of humanity to-day, not for country; 
not.for the sake of the strip of land that stretches far from 
sen to sea; nut because of the love of pride and patriotism— 
these I have outgrown. I am no longer of any nation. Ido 
not recognize any place beneath the sun that is dearer than 

‘any other place, nor do I know that this spot of land called 
America {fs of more value in the eyes of heaven. I do not 
recognize you as fellow-citlzens any more than the remotest 
being of tho remotest island of the sea; you are thy brethren 
and they are my brethren. Dut I recognize here the oppor- 
tunity, the b'essed privilege that man has to become what 
God Intended him to be fn the way of life and in rectitude 
and government. I recognize that here each human being 
may expand and unfold in the wonderful flelds of liberty and 
justice until he shall Jean his brow against the very hand of 
God and not b+ afraid nor ashamed. 

I have seen our risen statesman since he came out from the 
world of your existence and praises, our glorious Sumner, 
risen to his own place in tho Spiritual Congress, not because 
of his Individual greatness, but because of the light of truth 
and justice that led him on through all the years of ‘his ripened 
manhood; and despite the imperfection which all possess, 
and despite the irritability of the later years, and despite the 
corruptions of place and power on earth surging around him, 
(sea him now asa spirit, crowned by the deeds of his life, 
grown glorious in the words that he has spoken for mankind. 
And I say if this be the flower of the government, and the 
people blessed of all others on earth, why may we not have 
all politicians like this man? Why may not every child be 
taught to love truth for its own sake and justice for the sake 
of mankind, to refuse power and place for ambition’s sake, 
and only accept it as a divine trust from the hand of God? 
And why may not every son of American soil read this history 
and learn what he may become? 
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I seo the new nation. 1ts trombilngs and forobodings are 
allaround you in the air. The puppets which men use for 
_ party powor, the playthings of temporary ambition, are to be 

awopt away, and the new nation shall be born of the great 
heart of the people, shall be a portion of its Hfo and {ts throb. 
bings, and no man shall have place or power that is not be- . 
loved and honored and trusted in your midst. I see the ten- 
dency of this time, the storm sweeping over you, the rubbish 
enst away into the flery furnace that burns not with Iteral 
flamo but with tho consuming fire of the judgment of God, I 
know that out of this fire shall arise new-born hopes and 
prophecles of people disenthralled and redeemed from self. 
jsbness and pride, looking forward to the highest and noblest 
conquest, the victory over self and the expression before the 
oyes of men of all that Nght with which God has endowed 
them. 

Isee the new nation. Its tremblings are in tho air; and 
instead of bickerings and scornings and pride, I see the na- 
tion’s congress assembled on behalf uf tho rights of the nation 

‘and all that is for the welfare of humanity, and all that shall 
lay the foundations for coming generations of time are build- 
ed and lain while every superfluous stone 1s cast away and 
every idle word dies ere itis spoken. I see the new legisia- 
tors In their places; they are ‘resh from the hearts and minds 
of the people; they have been weighed in the balanceand | 
not found wanting. They are willing to serve, and they know 
that they must serve thelr country faithfully, I see the new 
executive department—not men corrupted by political con- 
test—not those who have waded through combinations of 
place and power with ambition corroding their hearts and 
lives, but risen from the midst of the people, the offspring of 
your own lives, the. fruition of the blessed firesides of the 
land, called from their places of private trust to the loftier 
position of public trust, that they may wleld the affairs of 
the nation in simplicity and purity. 

I see the Judiciary when the last of tho old laws shall have 
faded away—the risen sons of your own soil who have learn- 
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ed to know the law of the land as a righteous text-book, and 
to Interpret it according to the fighest standards of human 
justice and Iberty, crowned with laurels not won from the 
biveding hearts of those whom they have persecuted, not won 
from criminal courts where they have sent victims tortured 
into the world of souls; but from the just interpretation of 
laws of equity, where cach human being {s adjudged to be 
equal In rights and privileges ‘with his fellow being, and no 
law is evaded, and none are condemned without justice, And 
Isee your sons and matdens, with full knowledge of their 
rights and privileges, rising up in the new nation, hand-in- 
hand together, teaching philosophy, expressing the law of the 
land wherein God is wedded to earth even by the light of di- 
vine freedom. 

Lhear no more the clanking chains; Isce no more the dis- 
mal dungeon; I hear no more the voice of those that violate 
Jaws which are fashioned perhaps notin thelr favor. But I 
sev that every man is made beautiful by the sunlight that 
gleams upon hit from hiy fellow-men; and even as this orb 
of day beautifies all upon which it shincs—beautifies the 
streets and the darkened ways and the alloys, and even the 
dim chambers whore in silence and poverty some human be- 
ing has walted for this light, so will the light of the nation, 
{ike asun, shine upon all and in their darkness illumine them, 
bringing them out of all corruption and corroding need. And 
I seo that every human being inthis blessed land, that has 
tor its counterpart and prototype the land which [ now in- 
habit, will feel the tremblings and thrillings of that higher 
life, and will know that it is not tho flower, and not the tree, 
and not the external form, but the spirit of it and the life uf 
it thatis valuable to the soul of God; and that even as we 
speak the word which we have learned in our high estate, so 
will you cach speak the word to those that are less favored 
than yourselves, and ali become teachers, prophets, preachers 
in this new dispensation of light and harmony. 

The laws of the nation shall no longer be separated from 
the laws ot life. Religion shall not have her separate ways, 
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allent and alone, set apart for special obligation and prafse; 
but the sanctuary shall be wherever there is labor for willing 
hands to do and pathways for willing feet to tread. I shall 
see a religion in this new nation that shall blossom out inte 
its laws, not by arbitrary hands nor power of law-making, 
but by tho lives of those who are there called upon to perform 
their duties, And I shall see that the shedding of blood has 
not been in vain, and that the tears have blossomed out into 
flowers, and that,there has risen from the disappointment and 
embittered hopes of many bad men the fruition of lofty praise 
and higher love of good and godly mon. 

I shall see that this will come not because men of them. 
selves have appointed it, but because the sun shining all the 
time upon the carth will bring forth the fruits and flowers, 
the germs being implanted there by the hand of the Infinite. 
And so, 08 the divine sun of truth shines upon you, my 
friends, down through the Congress of Spirits that wait in st- 
lence and in prayer for the fruition of justice on earth, down 
through those hosts of mighty minds that, uplifted beyond 
fear and praise and human power, wait, with voices of bene- 
dictions and with sou's attuned to human love, for you to re- 
cognize their presences, walt for you to emulate their lives, 
walt for you to answer back unto their voices, and walt for 
you to reveal to the eye of heaven a nation that shall be pure- 
ly white, even as is that nation of souls to which they have 
risen and where they sit pouring their words of wisdom down 
through corridors of souls, until at Jast the sound reaches the 
earth—it is but one voice, a voice of praise. 

“Behold, I make all things new!’ The winter 1s passed ; 

the flowers come again. The graves of your dead loved ones 
blossom with new life and hope. The nation’s dead are trans- 
figured; they bloom In ficlds of immortal praise, and out of 
the flowering of their lives, out of the bloom and fruition of 
their magnified oxlstence you are expected to gather the song 
of fragrance, the triumphal march of glorious deeds and the 
blessed baptism that shall fall upon you and yleld Its blessing 
to the harvest of the nations of the world. 
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ITS SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE. 


INVOCATION. 


Infinite Parent, Thou divine source of all life; from a unt. 
verse of life the song of praise goes out to Thee. From atoms 
inspired by Thy law with the fulfillment of their life; from 
worlds fashioned by creative power and instinct with beauty; 
from flowers that up-bloom, ylelding their song of praise in 
fragrance and beauty; from the frultage of the earth, ripened 
beneath the sun’s rays and the glory of the sky above; from 
song of birds ond mountain streams; from the waving of 
branches to and fro, and from the anthems of the ocean wave; 
from the voice of worlds keeping time to the glad beating of 
Thy heart, those.constellated planets of which man wonders 
what may be there of life and immortality; from millions of 
peopled worlds and from space peopled with myriads of lv- 
ing souls, the song of praise goes out to Thee, for life, for be- 
ing, for the existence which is consclous of itself and is glad ; 
from the souls of men immured in the dust, to whom buta 
feeble glimpse of the grandeur of the universe is known, who 
see through the crevices of time the eternity beyond, who 
only know by the pulsations around and above them that life 
is there, but who, struggling upward, feel from within tho 
glad song of eternity—from these the praise goes forth, From 


those in dungeon cells of fear and terror, haunted by crimes 
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and welghed down by cares and outward sorrow—even thera 
some glimmoring beam of love, some uplifting of the spirit, 
some fervor and hope, kindles the {impulse of praise; and from 
those who rush on th blindness, pursuing the fickle goddess, 
pleasure, and who see not tho light of the spirlt nor know vf 
Its glory—yet even from these, in some calmer moment or 
* hour of meditation, the haunting memory, or the prophecy of 
that which lies beyond, reveals the gladness of the soul and 
they sing thelr pratse, ; 

From spirits disenthralled, made glad and free by death 
~ and love, who abide in the upper alr and know that the unl- 
verse {gs fraught with glory, and to whom death and external 
fear, and the bondage of the senses, and human pleasure and 
human ambition and pride and folly, all are as naught, but 
who see the glory of the spiritual firmament and are aware 
of the sublime constellations of heavenly bodies, not planets 
nor worlds, but angels and archangols, round whom, as round 
heavenly suns, the souls must forever revolve, and wha, like 
shining Nghts set in thelr places, guide and guard the spirits 
over the shoals and quicksands of time—even from these the 
song of rejoicing goes forth, and they pralse Thee without 
ceasing, while the alr of heaven ts filled with their glad songs 
of rejoicing, and they are not afrald. 

Oh, thou abiding Light! one feeble note of this praise thy 
children would bring here to-night, laying it, even if it bo 
one of sighs, upon tho altar of that Infinito Lovo that loseth 
not sight of suns, nor worlds, nor atoms, but gathers all into 
the constellations of eternity. 


THE LECTURE, 


In Rev. xxil: 2, you will find a reference, in the deserlp- 
tion of John of tho sucred city, the New Jerusalem, to tho tree 
of life. You will remember that in the first book of the Bible, 
Genesls, there ts reference made to the tree of life, that when 
the first pair, having disobeyed the mandato of the Father, 
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partook of the treo of knowledge of good and evil, they wore 
restrained from partaking of the fruit of the tree of Ife. 

Jn this vision seen by John in his old age, after a life de- 
voted to the ministration of tho teachings of Christ, and after 
witnessing many of the wonders that resulted from those. 
teachings, there seemed a sort of completion of his work by 
what is familiarly known os the Apocalypse. This book no 
one has pretended to fully understand. We doubt If, in theo- 
logical lore, there has been any one subject of solution more 
difficult, more frequently attempted, and upon which more 
varied opinions exist than the Book of Revelutions; but by 
eli itis considered to mean something; by each class of be- 
Nevers it 1s interpreted to mean thelr especial form of bellef, 
and all admit that there {sso much of mystery involved and 
embodied in it that they cannot profess to interpret it fully. 
There ts no difficulty in understanding, however, that it must 
bear the interpretation of large apiritual powers; that whoso- 
ever would attempt to interpret it must be famillar with all 
the terms employed In the Book, with the hyperbolical nature 
of the language used in those days, the significance of the 
symbols which are used as illustrations, and the traditionary 
as well as scholastic meaning of every one of those terms. 
Without this knowledge no one could give any adequate in- 
terpretation; a spiritual interpretation can be given by all 
according to thelr light. 

In this particular sentence where he says that in the midst 
of the street thereof and on either side was the tree of life 
“which bare frult ” every month for the healing of the nations, 
some interpretations are that there were twelve manner of 
fruit borne, one every month, for the healing of the nations; 
but whatever way it is, this tree of life constitutes an essential 
feature in the New Jerusalem, and has been used as an illus- 
trative figure of salvation from that time to the present, 

Tias it ever occurred to those not theologians, and not de- 
voted to any particular branch of Orthodox Christianity, that 
there may still be an interpretation and meaning to this 
which the theologians have not solved; and that nothing was 
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written under the inspiration of that particular tlme of the 
earth’s history which was without meaning; and that what. 
ever the subtle meaning may be, if it has evaded the theolo- 
glans’ scarching glance, It may not therefore be wanting ex. 
cept in the comprehension of the people? You are perfectly 
woll aware, without any theological interpretation, that thera 
was an outpouring of the spirit at that time; that at that par- 
ticular age of the world’s history there were marvels wrought 
anda dispensation established of spiritual truth; that those 
mantfestations were the result of 0 distinct force or spiritual 
power, and that the ministration of Christ was the culmina- 
tion of that epoch of spiritual truth which hag yielded some- 
times the barren fruttage of warfare because of man’s miscon- 
struction, and sometimes the glorious fruitage of advance. 
ment and spiritual progress to the nations of tho ear 

John, evidently looking backward as well as forward, saw 
in symbolic, prophetic and explanatory vision, the results of 
the spiritual kingdoms of earth; saw the manner in which 
these kingdoms were to rise up and disappear ; saw the varl- 
ous effects upon the earth; saw also not only the future, but 
the past, and revealed the manner of the coming of the differ- 
ent angels of ministration to the earth. : 

This tree of lifo we will endeavor to fllustrate or explain 
in its various interpretations before giving our own, 

It will be remembered that the Mosale account of creation 
and the subsequent rearing up of the tribes of tho children of 
Txracl seemed to be under a special dispensation of spiritual 
power ; and notwithstanding their divergence in so many dl- 
rections, and notwithstanding thelr disobedience to these splr- 
itual mandates, there was something preserved that connected 
them with the Christian dispensation; a sufficient number of 
their tribes wero kept together, were set apart by spiritual 
gifts and prophecies, were named and particularly summoned 
to give to the world a spiritual record for the descent of the 
house of David, and these numbered probably twelve of the 
tribes of Israel who were the principal founders of this par- 
tleular branch (hat finally yielded Christ, the N: azarene, to 
the world. 
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’ Before this time there was another meaning in the secret 
caves and oracles of those who pursued the occult sclences of 
‘anolent tlme, and astrology being among the number of the 
sclonces, there was another interpretation. It is found upon 
tablets of the anclent stones and from revelations made in 
Mithralo and other oracular resorts in the East, where there — 
was no possible chance of communication between the Ilebrow 
nation, the Persians and the more Oriental nations, that tho - 
signs given to represent the '‘ perfect man’’ were twelve, and 
these came to be at last the signs of the zodiac, representing 
the twelve constellations that have influence over the world 
and are visible, or were visible, to the early patriarch astrono- 
mers of the world, Connecting astrology with astronomy, 
and having no accurate system of the sun as being the centre 
of your particular planotary system, they still perceived that 
these constellations, one after another, held sway over tho 
earth, and that the particular time of their appearance con- 
stituted some particular form of evidence of life. Beginning 
with the constellation that then was in the ascendant at win- 
ter time, which Is the Dragon,* they concluded that that in- 
fluence must have sway over darkening the sun and prevent. 
ing the fructification of the earth. Therefore the Dragon 
was held to be the symbol of terror, and when the dawn of 
the Virgin, or Virgo (representing the Virgin), appeared, It 
showed that from that life came forth the existence that was 
to fructify and beautify the world. All of these signs of the 
zodiac were held to have some connection with the physical 
welfare of man—noft only with the bringing forth of the 
young of different kinds of life, not only with vegetation and 
animal existence, but also with man himself; so that it be- 
cameo traditionary that if certain constellations were in the 
ascendant at the time of birth there were to be certain destt- 
nies of human beings, and if there was great power of spir- 


*The Dragon reforred to is the Scorplon or lesser dragon (zodiac), 
while the Cyclic Dragon, having reference to the Messianic period, is 
**Draco,’? or the Groat Dragon. 
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ituallty it was because certain constellations were the guard: 
jan powers and controlling elements of that particular life, 

- Bo that, following the changes of the season, the signs of 
the zodiac, and connecting these with certain spiritual indl- 
cations and impulses, it came to be a fact that among tho 
early nations these different signs were worshiped and deified, 
and were held to correspond to the good or evil Juck attend- 
ant upon human destiny, Tho wintor snows, the overflow- 
ing of the different rivers thatin the East constitute the irrl- 
gation of the soil, were all held to be under the control of the 
spiritual beings who presided over these constellations. They 
were propitiated with offerings; there were sacrifices glyen 
to them; there wero various kinds of ovations and different 
forms of worship, and among the nations of the East, espe- 
clally in the Brahmintcal world and among the Buddhists, 
there are now offerings each month in the year and for every 
sign of the zodiac, and for each quarter of the globe and for 
winter and spring, for autumn and summer, and for every 
concelvablo variation in the changes of the season; the moon 
is worshiped—the sun and stars and all constellations—as 
having relevance to the inhabitants of earth and belonging 
thereto; and always the sacred number representing the full 
and complete constellation is twelve. In sacred symbolism 
you will find this number referred to more frequently than 
any other as denoting anything complete, anything finished, 
anything that ylelds its entire results to humanity. 

Owing to the fact that the twelve constellations must each 
pass or be passed by the earth before the full fruition of the 
' year is attained; owing to the fact that In watching these 
twelve constellations it was found.that the entirety of the 
earth's productions could not by gathered except at the end 
of the twelve; and owlng to the fact that it was supposed to 
be the corresponding number of powers or faculties within 
man that was affected by this spiritual connection between 
man and these various constellations, it came also to be a fact 
that in order to preserve their tablets sacred from {Innovation 
and to make proper sclentific experiments without the mob 
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interfering—the masses being entirely ignorant of any scl: . 
ence in connection with these subjects—they were obliged to 
conceal them in sacred temples, the priests for the most part 
being also students; and thence Jt came about that worship 
was instituted to prevent the {nnovation of these temples 
where the sacred tablets were preserved. 

‘Therefore science and rellgton in those early days went 
hand in hand, and we have every evidence that the ancient 
Egyptians knew, not tho present system of astronomy, it is 
true, but as nearly as {6 was possible to calculate from their 
wrong disposition of the centre, their system of astronomy 
was nearly os perfect os yours, and the only mistake was 
that, of course, the sun was not considered the centre, and 
therefore tho observations must in that degree have been 
wrong; but so far as all other expressions of sclence or as- 
tronomy are concerned, the stars were tho tablets upon 
which the human destiny was supposed to be written, and, dl- 
rectly or indirectly, each planet and star discovered was sup- - 
posed to have bearing upon human life, 

Now, why was the number twelve? We have stated that 
there were twelve signs of the zodiac, that these were | 
watched, and that the years were made to conform to tho 
ideas of the ancients respecting the bringing forth of the 
young, and with respect to the influence that these constella- 
tions were supposed to exert. Therefore, it was natural that . 
the Dragon should be go named, because ot that time, accord. 
ing to the precession of equinoxes, the Dragon held sway over 
the winter solstice and therefore constituted the terror, and 
was the constellation that they should turn to for offerings of 
fear; while the Virgin in bringing forth the God of Day, or 
life in the spring-time, was held sacred; and it was the belief 
of Volney and Voltaire, and that school of thinkers, that 
these were the only authentic foundation for the history of 
the Virgin and Child, but everything in those days was ina 
symbolle sense. There 1s just as much reason to suppose that 
the constellations themselves were made to represent the Vir- 
gin aud Clild merely from the idea that, prophotically, Christ 
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was to save the world; and there is as good foundation to 
suppose that the history did not in fact have Its foundation in. 
the tradition, but that the tradition. was shaped from the 
prophecy. : 

Without discussing this point here, itis enough to know 
that this sacred number and these sacred symbols held sway 
over all the East, and formed the foundation of many secret 
orders and many schools of learuing that were preserved and 
perpetuated, not only by Confuctus, Zoroaster and the rest, 
bet also by others not even named in your Listory, who hand. 
ed down these traditions or perpetuated them in symbols for 
the benoflt of the races that were to come. 

in Eyypt, where the culmination of the arts and sclences 
took place long previous to the origin of what was supposed 
to be the history of man, these tablets, and the symbols and 
the indications of Ife beyond death, the tokens of angelle 
visitation, the name of the primal angel who visited the earth, 
and all, were directly connected with the physical sciences of 
the earth at that time. Sothatit was customary to perform 
for the twelve hours of the day and the twelve hours of the 
night, or for such portions of the day and night os were di. 
vided by the ancient calendar, certain acts of devotion. 
Every sacred Image, the ibis, the ox—the sacred Apis of the 
Egyptians—was in direct connection with sone one of these 
twelve powers, and there were twelve of these sacred images 
worshiped in Egypt at the time that the children of Israel 
were held in bondage; there were twelve living representa- 
tives of the forms of life that came from the constellations of 
the zodiac, the chief among which was the sacred ox, wor- 
shiped alike because of its nearness to the constellation of 
the Virgin, and because in the spring-timo after the sun 
emerges from the constellation of the Dragon this is the first 
evidence of life, worshiped because it constituted the chief 
power of life among them, and was held as the sacred living 
image of Osirls and Isis, who gave to the earth food and 
strength. The ibis, or snered bird, was the representative of 
immortality, and the serpent was tho representative of wis- 
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‘dom and strength. So that, completing the full calendar, 
every month was held sacred, and offerings were givetr not 
only for each in the yoar, but for the animals that represented - 
those months, and in Egypt there were temples for the san, 
for the moon, for the different deities that they worshiped, 
for the names of the deities presiding over the temples of wor- 
ship, and for every act In life. 

So that, holding the spiritual and material as coéqual among 
the anctents, we must conclude that the tree of life, as repre- 
sented by them, had a twofold significance: the astronomical, 
which represented the different influences of the constella- 
tions upon the earth; and tho astrological, which represent: 
ed the influence of those constellations physically and spirit- 
ually upon man. The astrological view included spiritual 
beings, the deities presiding in those constellations, and their 
connection with the earth ttself, while the sun was supposed 
to bo the eye of Delty, and was represented by Osiris, the 
presiding angel of the Egyptians. Osiris was not the Most 
TDligh God, but was only the representative of the Most High 
—tho messenger, and not the Deity himself. Tho tree of fife, 
then, to them would mean these sacred symbols pervaded by 
the spirit which gave for every month in the year an espectal 
form of verdure, or the production of some kind of animals 
essential to the Ilfe of man, and therefore were to be held 
sacred to man’s use because of thts preservation, representing, 
also, the twelve spiritual kingdoms that were supposed to 
abide in the twelve constellations, and constituting the dark 
and bright genii that held sway over the carth—the Dragon 
with his angels, the Virgin with her angels, the Ox with his 
angels, the Fishes with their angels—all peopling the spaces 
with tholr particular angelle powers, the spirit abiding in 
each being the God whom they worshiped. 

Now this, of course, to you may seem as superstition ; but 
if you will p!ace yourselves in that time, with the intelligent 
appreciation which they had of the meaning of tho symbols, 
and understand that the worship was not given to the sym- 
bois but to the spirit of them, and understand that, while the 
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constellations were supposed to represent externally tho fig: 
urative idea of creation, that behind this was the: spiritual 
idea, you will have the earth and sun and planets as a centro, 
and these signs of the zodiacas representing the twelve spirits 
or angels revolving around the centre, while in the midst {a 
the sun itself, belng supposed to be the seal of the Most High, 
who sent forth Osiris and Isis to the earth as the representa- 
tives of his power, and who made, for the time being, this the 
centre not only of the solar system but of these twelve sigus 
or constellations ; and thus you will form some idea of the 
vast scope and plan of the anctent religion, and how not idol- 
atry, not simply material form of worship nor superstition 
constitutes these sacred elements, but that really there was a 
spiritual basis, having its existence in the absolute revolu- 
tions of the angels, and that these angels were those who held 
sway over the powers of the earth and the physical elements 
of man. ‘ 

Say what you will of the sciences and the arts of the present 
day, it 1s well known that the Egyptians practiced arts that 
have not been perpetuated nor restored, and that the mechan: 
ism of that day, {f you consider the building of the pyramids 
and many of the other experiments practiced by them, tsa 
marvel even in this day of wonders in mechanical and mathe~ 
matical art. Then what shall you say, probably, of citles 
that shall -be disentombed, revealing more and more of their 
skill and knowledge in molding the elements of the earth 
that you suppose are chiefly the results of the intelligence of 
the nineteenth century? And what shall you say if after a 
time it shall come to pass that the acme of Egyptian civiliza- 
tion and culture, as well as spiritual knowledge, was im its du- 
gree and cycle as great as yours will be in its completion ; and 
that Greece and Rome, representing a cycle of civiltzation, 
have never transcended, save in some directions known . 
particularly to themselves, the civilization of Egypt, while 
the physical splendor and knowledge of science and art are 
confessedly born of Egyptian parentage? The first language 
known to be spoken or written, which has any suitable his. 
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_tory recorded, has {ts orfgin In Egypt. Memon was sald to 
have invented the first twelve letters of the alphabet. What 
were those? The signs of the zodiac and thelr symbolfc mean- 
ing, giving to the anclent Egyptians a complete language for 
the hlerogly phic expression of thelr thoughts, and giving such 
language as they could fashion, not only into an expression 
of external {deas and transactions, but also into the revela- 
tlons of worship, No nation can have been very ignorant, 
nor very blind, nor very obtuse, that could have latd the foun- 
dation of that which subsequently has blossomed out In the 
enlightenment of the world. Whatever dynasties were hidden 
and buried before Egypt gave this to the world; whatever 
records were traced there before all this knowledge became 
apparent and was translated to the Western nations, it is 
known that Undmus only added to the language which Mem- 
non (worshiped a3 a deity,) gave, and that the Grectans were 
dependent upon Egypt for their first intimation of the art of 
letters; that the sclence of numbers also came from the East, 
and that in the beginning these were all shaped In twelves to 
correspond to the signs of the zodiac. 

This is the external foundation, and one upon which the 
so-called free- thinkers and infidels have stumbled. They 
have stopped here. Finding there was a correspondence and 
a corollary between these Egyptians’ learning and the knowl- 
edge which 1s subsequently revealed in the Christian Bible, 
they conclude that the sole foundation for this vision and for 
all other references in the Bible to it, and for the tree of Hife 
and for every symbolic expression made in holy writ, they 
conclude that it all has its origin notin Egyptian rellgion, 
but in Egyptian astrology, and in the use that has been made 
of it. While it is perfectly true that the Mosaic records were 
colored by the knowledge which Moses had of the Egyptian 
Jaws and sclence, while it is perfectly true that the Hebrew - 
God changed his name from Lord or God to Jehovah, after 
the children of Israel were in bondage; while it is perfectly 
true that this Jehovah was the symbolic representative of the 
threefvid powers that the Egyptians worsh!ped, meaning the 
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future, the present, and the past; and while it is also true 
that much of the symbolism and hyperbolleal language em- 
ployed in the Old Testament after that time fs a reflox of the 
symbolism of the East, it is not true that in the form of wor- 
ship established, nor tn the recognition of the one God, nor in. 
any other fundamental principle of worshlp, that the Hebrews 
borrowed anything from the Egyptians; but, rather, that they 
employed forms of expression, the necessary sequence of 
their long bondage, as you would employ words In any lan- 
guage where you were for & time a sojourner, to express ideas 
entirely remote from them. While it fs also true that both 
Moses and his brother Aaron were aware of the sorceries aud 
arta of magic practiced in the East, they also knew the differ- 
ence and discrimination between those and the genuine mani. 
festations of the spirit which it was given them and the proph- 
eta to perform; and that this discrimination extended to the 

_ time of Christ, who also knew the difference, and who enjoin- 
od upon his followers thefull meaning of spiritual gifts; and, 
also, that as Paul was instructed {n all the Hebraic arts and 
sciences, he engendered in the minds of his followers the 
thought of distinction between spiritual gifts and sorcery or 
witchcraft; so that, following the entire record through, you 
find that they always remember where symbolism was used, 
and where true spiritual gifts were employed. 

It is undoubtedly true that In this vision of the Apocalypse 
much of the phraseology of the East is employed, and that 
in the descriptions many of the figures correspond to the 
Egyptian deitles; but this does nut deprive them of thelr 
spiritual significance. On the contrary, it makes the phrase- 
ology much more easily interpreted, since we have a clus to 
the meaning of the Egyptian symbols; but there is no clue to 
the ancient nations existing before that tite. 

The tree of Iife-as seen by John must be interpreted, nob 
literally but spiritually, with all the knowledge which the an- 
tecedont history gives us and with a full consideration of the 
meaning of the terms employed. Where he speaks of angels, 
of cherubim, of seraphim, you must be aware that these 
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words constituted terms that represented not only certain 
materfal orders in connection with the spiritual welfare of 
man, but also the celestial orders known to those who kept 
allve the gifts of the spirit, and that the externals were but 
the symbols of the spiritual orders that had been revealed to 
the ancients while keeping guard around and about the 
throne; and while manifosting an angel for exch of the four 
corners of the earth, after the manner of the Orlental wor- 
ship, there stiliis a symbolism of spiritual power, and it is 
this that we desire to unveil to your vision to-night. 

The Christian Church and theological students ensily dis 
pose of this matter by supposing that tt refers to Ohrist him. 
self, and without troubling themselves to elaborate it very 
distinctly, they jump elther at the conclusion that the twelve 
manner of fruit are twelve nations, or apostles, or that they 
represent the various kingdoms of the earth that will be call- 
ed Into the family of those who are saved by ms fruits of this 
wonderful tree. 

But now let us trace it still further: It 1s known that there 
were spiritual dynasties before Christ. Even Christians are 
obliged to include the Mosaic dispensation, to have a founda- 
tion for theirs. The Mosatc dispensation, perhaps, refuses to 
look backward ; but if it did so, aside from the twelve tribes 
of the children of Israel, to which the Hebrews can date thetr 
especial salvation, {¢ would find other nations of the earth, in. 
cluding the Egyptians, the Chinese, the Persians and the 
Oriental nations entire, who each had their especial visitations 
of spiritual truth. 

New, for our own part you will understand we are neither 
blased by the effrontery of those who disclaim all belicf in 
spiritual record in time past, nor by the dogmatism of priest, 
nor by the misinterpretation or misinterpolation of school. 
’ craft, kingcraft, priestcraft, or the materialistic school of the 
present day. Therefore, this interpretation which we give ts 
. predicated upon a thorough study of the meaning of anclent 
aymbols and the spiritual records of the earth. 

We find an absolute interpretation in the fact that not only — 
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the tree of life corresponds tn Its reference to the ancient scl- 
ences and revelations, but it also corresponds to the exactl- 
tude of spiritual science, Undoubtedly tn describing a elty 
that should be the New Jerusalem the language of the time 
was not adequate to represent the magnitude of the subject, 
and therefore {¢ seems too little and too inferior to speak of 
the tree of Iife set in the midst of the street. Tho word 
‘tstreet,” of cuurse, Is an interpretation in the smallest sense 
of what should be given the largest sense {n some such term 
as‘'the starry pathway,” or “the avenue reaching to the 
skies.” Street’? sounds small, diminutive, and yet it was 
the largest word or posstble symbol of a word that could be 
interpreted in that language. Now, the street of it was un- 
doubtedly the highway, the avenue, or whatever you may 
please to name the space that this New Jerusalem will repre- 
sent. The tree of Hfe, as discovered by John, and whose 
fruits were twelve, was misinterpreted to mean the twelve 
months of the year because of this anclent symbollsm of the 
astrological tables, and because there were twelve signs of the 
vodlac representing the months of the year. Therefore the 
translation must needs read in accordance with the ancient 
meaning; but we choose to interpret that there were twelve 
manner of fruits, not to be applled monthly but pertodically 
—and the word would be precisely the same in the snclent 
language to be interpreted either way, these twelve manner 
of fruits representing the twelve spiritual kingdoms that are 
to come to the earth, among which Christ’s kingdom was one, 
and among which the different kingdoms that preceded him 
were others, and the different kingdoms that shall follow are 
others likewise; that according to the developments of the 
human race from its present standard it will require these 
twelve to include all the races and conditions of men in the 
spiritual range of enlightenment, and that while out of the 
ancient nations certain numbers have been reached by their 
religions, and certain nuinbers were reached In Egypt spirit- 
ually by their religions, and certain numbers among the chil- 
dren of Israel by their religion, and certain numbers were 
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reached in Persta by thelr religion, and certain numbers in 
Christendom by the religion of Christ, there will be other 
added kingdoms required, other added spiritual cycies to 
reach the entirety of the human race; and that these are the 
twelve manner of fruits for the healing of the nations, and it 
és for thu healing of the nations, if you but consider that the 
spiritual visitations include not only the religions of an es- 
pecial perlod or cycle, but all of the sciences, arts and govern. 
ments that are developed to any degree of perfection within 
those cycles, and that the ignorance which follows, and the 
receding of the wave, is no fault of the spiritual cycle itself, 
but because only certain numbers of minds are ripened for 
the harvest and certain others must follow after them ; as In 
the unlversity or college there are only certain numbers of 
students that pass the examination, while others are remand. ~ 
ed again to the inferior departinents, so certain lines or grades 
of minds receive the spiritual fruit as it appears, partake of 
it, become healed, and are carried to the spiritual kingdoms 
of different degrees of light. So, as these cycles, one after 
another, are introduced, the leaven of spiritual food gradually 
enlarges, gradually includes more and more, until when the 
final spiritual dynasties shall appear the whole fruitage of the 
tree of iife will hang upon the golden branches inthe New 
Jerusalem, , 

Were you perfectly familiar with the ancient phraseology 
and with the knowledge which these ancients had of proplie- 
cy; were you perfectly aware of the number and indeed the 
magnitude of the testimonies given in this directlun; if you 
understood that Christ as expressed by his spiritual power 
was expected by tho very men of the East, who came to lay - 
their offerings at his feet, by no science of astrological lore, 
but by direct calculation of spiritual revolution that it was 
the exact time in the eyelic period for him to come, and that 
they were led by the angel in the form of a star to where he 
was found, and that the personating and representing the 
acne of that spiritual kingdom was no more unknown to 
them than the advent of comet or planet {fs to the astronomer 
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who has calculated the precise tlme when {t will appear, you 
would then not be surprised: at all these predictions and 
prophecies that seem now without meaning, 

Take any book of astronomy, of mathematies, of geology, 
and if you have not studied the first or initiative steps, it 
reads very much Hke Revelations to you; you cannot under. - 
stand it any better; it would all be meaningless, and but for 
the popular opinion that science ts quite correct, and quite 
the thing to believe, you-would fay down a volume of Huxley, 
Spencer, Tyndall, Herschel, or any writer upon any sclence 
with no more knowledge than you had before. Because 
.this revelation is only for those who are initiated in spiritual 
Jore does not disqualify {t fur human belief, but rather places 
it in the catalogue of those sciences that must be interpreted 
by those famillar with that science, and the spiritual sclence 
which this vision revenis 13 precisely that which we are treat. 
ing to-night—that this City which represents the perfect 
kingdom of the spirit, and which the numbers in the mis- 
translation and bungling literature of the past has compressed 
{nto the small compass of what the children of Israel might 
belleve to be their own sacred city, after all isa symbolle illus 
tration of the proportions given to the ancient numbers, and 
therefore in the liberal interpretation represents the spiritual, 

With this in view you will find that the true meaning of 
this tree of life dawns upon your consclousnesa, and that you 
can trace by this key the entire meaning of all the syinbolism 
which John reveals in this wonderful vision; that the angels 
appearing are the different dispensations of sptritual truth, 
and that the different phtals which they pour out upon the 
world are the different receding waves, the punishment and 
penalty for the materialism which intervenes between men 
and the perfect expression of that truth, and that when the 
ultimate angel appears, and when the twelve epochs shall 
have been passed, there can be no more any discrimination 
nor distinction between the spiritual and the material, be- 
cause the earth will have been so far advanced, and the in- 
habitants of the earth, as to take thelr places by the sido of 
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’ gngels; so that while there is only one among ten thousand in 
the earth to-day and in past time who may be called the 
‘gon of God,’ there will then be not one among ton thou. 
sand who cannot be called a son of God; for the frultage of 
this tree of life includes every possible knowledge which the 
human soul can have, all that the twelve constellations with 
thelr spiritual significance can revenl, meaning the entire cir- 
cult of the heavens, the entire experlence which the earth 
ean give, the ylelding of all physical science and of all spirit. 
ual growth—and with this how yast becomes the meaning, 
how small man’s interpretation; how feeble the petty and 
putry bickering of human tongues compared to the conscious. 
ness that a word may portray eternity and a symbol may 
represent the spirit of God and His angels! 

You despise these small tokens of spiritual power In the 
professed enlightenment of this age, and yet the man of scl- 
ence does not scorn to use the atom as the vast lever of the 
universe, nor does he deny to the smallest animalcule its 
place {n the universe of organic I{fe, Shall you, then, pass 
judgment upon that which holds the very solution of the 
problems that you fain would solve, and, because your eyes 
are blind and the mind unenlightened, declare that these an- 
clents were but old and blind superstitionists, Jed by fable 
and carried away by fanaticism? Isit fanaticism to know 
and number the stars? Is it fanaticism to call things by 
their names, and be familiar with the time of the fructification 
of the earth? Is it fanaticism to know the organization of 
man and understand the subtle alchemy of the human sys- 
tem? Isitfanaticism to trace the principles of life to their 
foundation, and discover whereof they are made? Is it fa- 
naticism to solve in crucible of science and religion the most 
subtle problems of life, and wrest therefrom the sacred truths 
that even now are held to be the enlightenment of the world? 
Is it fanaticism that in cloister and in dungeon cell, and by 
visitations of angels and communion with them, these men 
wrought out the principles of Ife, and serve them to you in 
the vistons of the spirit’ 
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Yott are accustomed to have symbols. ‘The immortal ama. 
ranth that blossoms in your gardens 1s an expression to you 
of eternal lifa; the rose te given as an indication of love, and 
the dove js the harbinger of peace. You herald all flowers, 
not stmply for thelr external beauty, but for what thoy sign. 
fy, and ifa violet grows above the grave of your child tt ts 
pressed between the leaves of the sacred volume, and forever. 
more It holds the sweetest’ place within your heart, So amid 
the leaves of past ages in the world’s history, there spring 
out these indications of the thought and the revelation, and, 
when complete, joln hands with yours, bridge the wide chasin 
of unbellef and materialism, and make this the beginning of 
one more cycle in that great history that shall ripen finally 
in the full fruition of the tree of life. 

Has it not been said by exact sclence that tn five years 
‘hence the Groat Draco* will again pass the shaft of the pyra- 
mids of Egypt? Has tt not been foretold that in five years 
hence another cycle, computed by the ancients, will have 
passed in the world’s history? Tas It not been said by many 
that that was the exact time of the ending of the world? Is 
it not, rather, the ending of a particular dispensation of the 
world, and the dawning of a new, of which these to-day are 
but the premonitions, and shall not the completed fruition of 
this epoch also be one more manner of frult for the healing of 
the nations, of which you are the smaller branches, of which 
each child of earth {s a twig or leaf or flower, and of which 
tho great spiritual truths that abide in the kingdom of Gad 
are the golden frultage that hang forever ripe for the angels 
who are the ministers of His hand, and for frult for the heal- 
ing of the nations? 


* This refers to the cyclo two thousand years. and not the annual rovu- 
lation, and includes the spiritual, also, 
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A SERMON FOR THE NEW YEARS 


‘*For the old things are passed away, and the new things appear,*® 


Sometimes the events of a nation hang upon the smallest - 


thread, and a human Nfe changes its entire nature from the 
most trivial circumstance seemingly. You are all aware, 
perhaps, of the small episode upon which hung the fortunes of 
France when Napoleon: the Great was still {n obscurity and 
France waited for her destiny, A florist’s cart passing along 
the street dropped a small root. Napoleon saw it at his feet, 
picked it up, carried it to his apartments, and sald, ‘Upon 
this will hang the destiny of France! It was forgotten ; and 
amidst the cares and ambitions of a restless brain he one day 
entered the room and percelved the delightful odor of violets, 
Rare and wonderful miracle! The root that had seemed dead 
had burst forth in the sunshine of the window Into blossom- 
ing, and henceforth became the royal ensign of that wondor- 
ful and most potent monarchy. 

Upon even as small a thread hung the destiny of Napoleon's 
downfall, related by that incomparable writer and poet, Vic- 
_ tor Hugo. After describing the battle of Waterloo and its 
horrors and the defeat, he says: ‘* And all this happened on 
that midsummer day because a little boy said to the soldiers, 
Go this way, and not that.” 

Great men make events, and days are as naught; but still 
they sometimes hang the symbols of their destiny upon as 
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trifilng things as the blooming of a violet or the waving of a 
boy’s hand inthe alr. Each nation, fraught with greatness 
or downfall, that greatness or downtall marking the epoch or 
oycle of its history, has been attended with some such evi- 
dence of a seemtngly o’ermastering hand that out of the silent 
dwelling fashions its history, and through that matks the 
events of its life,’ 

To-day Russfa in the East, long waiting her siacalunly: 
takes advantage of Turkish indolence und corruption to seek to 
fix her power upon the gem of Eastern cities, long coveted by 
her—the glorious key of the Hellenic nations. To-day Europe, 
slumbering in momentary repose from the rection of warfaro, 
waits but some slight turn of 5 statesman’s hand or warrlor’s 
thought tongaln burst forth into conflict for the ambition of 
kings and the tyranny of men. To day your own nation, ap- 
parently at peace, but suffering still from the effects of a war 
brought on by such corruption as only war can eradicate, 
still refuses to learn the lesson of the past, and panders to 
luxurious tastes and mad ambition, and is contont that the 
nation shall drift to destruction In the hands of political dema- 
gogues rather than raise the voice of might agutnst it. 

Indolent men require periods of time to make a starting- 
point of life. Inactive men require to be jogged from their’ 
serenity by great sorrow or adversity; and tlie majority of 
human beings do not take fate in their hands and rush forth to 
their destiny, but rather walt until fate overtakes them with 
the strong sword of Nemesis, preferring this way to the more 
sure and safe one in the end of selzing the evil before it be- 
come the strong adversary. 

The new year of every nation is the beginning of o great 
action, the eradication of a great wrong, the enactment of 
Jaws for the freedom of its subjects or citizens, the yielding to 
the voice of humanity against that of oppression, 

Nations each in thetr turn have had some new years, and 
from the days of Rome down to the present time wo are ac- 
customed to recount, perhaps upon the fingers of our hands, 
the few events that have made history glorious as a history of 
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nations, Indlviduals have been more numerous who have 

marked out glorious pathways, and commenced the years of 

freedom or of greatness with their strong Ilves, and we are 
- happy to record in history the names of those who as shining 

examples have set a new year for humanity in the thoughts 
’ and actions of their lives, and stand out shining like stars In 
the firmament for men to follow; not warriors like Napoleon 
and Coosar, not great politicians nor statesmen; but those 
who have fought the battles of truth, philosophy, reason and 
intelligence, and have given forall time something for men to 
follow; those who have given the religion of humanity to the 
world, who, like Christ in relfgion, like Socrates and Plato in 
philosophy, like Galileo, Kepler, Herschel {n science, have 
made a new pathway for human thought and carved thetr 
way through bigotry and obstacles of all kinds to the serenity 
of the helght which they now occupy. These are episodes 
well worth remombering, and if instead of the dull calendar 
of the year men would only celebrate the birthday of minds 
like these, remember their actions, how rich and prolific in 
new beginnings would life become! If instead of feasting 
and revelry men would spend their time in the contemplation 
and emulation of such lives, how great would life become in 
the productiveness of the harvests of thought ! 

Nature is more kind than man. She gives the seed-time 
and the harvest to the earth,and each year or recurrent 
period ylelds the promise of theyear. Nature ts more be- 
nign than human ambition and folly, for all the time her face 
is set before you with e wonderful smile of life and promise 
upon it, while man in his selfishness or ambition turns away 
from her example and lesson to the mere petty occupations of 
daily employment and strivings, or worse stil, to the pander- 
ing to ambition and sensual pleasure. 

What is it that invites you to the Christmas festival? What 
is it that brings fn the peal of the glad New Year on the mor- 
tow? Whatisitthat awakens the impulses for new begin- 
nings and higher possibilities? Oht itis that there is some- 
thing in tho soul defrauded of. its rightful Inherltance which - 
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makes your heart leap when you read of heroes, statesmen or 
otators whose lofty example you fain would follow, but which 
you have not the cournge to do because of the thralidom nf 
the senses. 

Tho battle of freedom is not fought simply with ‘orante and 
kings, but with the individual passion and appotite tn the tn- 
dividual breast, The contest for human thought has not been 
made simply against bigotry and the statutes of legislaturs, 
put against the fgnorance and bigotry within the Individual 
mind, Before Galileo could know the movements of the 
heavenly bodies, he had vanquished his own doubt and skepti- 
cism. Before Luther could become the leader of the Reform. 
ation, he had conquered Satan in his own person or in the 
temptations that beset him. Before any one who has Jed hu- 
manity to the high destiny of human thought has talcen lls 
place as leader in the great battle of life, ho has vanquished 
the greatest foo that man has to encounter; that fs, the fou of 
his own desires and selfishness, 11e who would teach others 
must have become the master of self. Ie who would lead 
them on and instruct them in Jofty attainment must have van- 
quished, one by one, the foes of his own household, namely, 
his own individual appetites, ambitions and selfish desires, 
must have given his life tn humility to truth, must be willing 
to lay his all, if necessary, upon the shrine and altar of devo- 
tion, must see friends and home and all vantsh from him, if 
need be, in the pursuit of an ambition, that ambition beng 
only to serve the truth and serve {t well. 

Whoso does this beromes the initiator of a new era of hu- 
man thought and progress to the world, becomes the founder 
of a new system of philosophy, becomes the teacher whom 
all the children of the carth may follow and learn of wisdom. 

The Olymplan games of Greece brought many to the front 
as, perhaps, champions In the great struggle for physical su- 
premacy; and in that ago of intellect and pleasure it was cts. 
tomary to bestow upon the successful competitor in the con- 
flict of the games the laurel wreath, which the favorite god- 
dess bestowed upon the yictorious. Not less favored, how- 
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" ever, were the champtons of intelligence, and those whu 


. 


brought to the shrine of poesy or philosophy their offerings 
were recelyed wlth great tributes of praiso, crowned with 
Jaurol, thefr praises sung by the masses, and processtons fol- 
lowed them wherever they went in the street. But when the 
stern philosophy of the stoiecs came, or the greater grasp of 
philosophy which Socrates taught, not the many followed in 
the street, but only the faw—stones hurled at them; and these, 
despised and downtrodden, became the leaders of the thought 
of centuries, while the successful and victorious in Olympian 
games aro forgotten, and the world scarce remembors those 
who wrote under the insptration of the Greek muses, 

Philosophy leads those who {n advance of the age herald 
the advent of a new thought and truth, to make it known to 
the world. 

The eptsodes of history that point to the great events which 

have been suggested by me, are those which first brought, 
“perhaps, physical power to the nations in the cultivation of 
physical strength ; next, those that brought the contest of in- 
, tellectual power In the cultivation of the intellect of Greece 
and Rone; thirdly, those that brought the power of states- 
manship in the same period, {ncluding Solon, Lycurgus and 
the law-givers of their time; fourthly, those which brought 
religious power in the form of the Reformation, and made re- 
lglon the property of man instead of the Church, 

Individually, each one of these causes has suffered, and 
the various persons who have been the promoters of them 
have measurably been martyrs for the sake of each particular 
cause. 

In your own time, you remember somewhat of the contest 
with reference to human freedom. We were born upon soll 
clalming to be free. Reading the laws and statutes laid down 
by our fathers, we professed frecdom forall. Reared up in 
the stern mandates of justice to our fellow-men, to have been 
called upon to fight the battle for the freedom of human be- 
ings was humillating enough, but that accompanying this 
should also be the corruption of men, the ambition to serve 
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themselves, the power that always begets corruption In the 
Jove of gold, and that individual lethargy that marks the pres- 
ent perlod of national life, is In itself doubly humilfating. 
But for the Now Year I give you no promise that the nation 
will be better. For the New Yearl offer you no hope that 
politicians will be less onrrupt; that men will seek power 
with less avidity, or that the all-mighty love of gold will cease 
to govern this nation or our brothers‘ in froedom. For the 
New Year I offer you no hope that suddenly there will come 
righteousness upon this nation or this people, or that out of 
all Individual selfishness and pride tho harvests for which the 
earth has yearned shall be ylelded of brotherly love or kind- 
ly feeling, of the awakening of new social life, of power for 
fraternal good—I give you no such promise. But such signs as 
ldo see, I will foreshadow, and such influences and powers 
as ire at work for the welfare of man [am prone to give. 
Whatis more important than days to every Individual, is 
the awakening time of the Individual mind of growth, and 
while a period is necessary for the calendar of the year no 
time {s necessary for the beginning of good deeds, or the . 
awakening of higher aspirations. The accepted time ts now, * 
when the impulse, desire and aspiration are upon you, and that 
which shall bring about the highest good in the world wlil be 
when each individual avails himself of that time—the present. 
The righting of many wrongs is postponed for a more con- 
venient period. Many little vices and follles are put off for 
another year, and the beginning of a new year Is said to bea 
good time for the forming of good resolutions, but If you wait 
foro day we fear the resolutions will vanish, and the good 
time will not come. Many persons expect to transact busl- _ 
ness on a broader and more humane basis at the beginning of 
anew year. Many men are aware of thelr own greed and 
ambition, and expect to put aside that folly at the beginning 
of some new year whea they have amassed a little more of 4 
fortune. Many persons think that they will cease to impose 
upon their brothers and nolghbors, and cease to tell the popu- 
lar falsehoods that are permitted in society when another new 
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year of success shall attend them. Many persons falsify in 
the world and expoct to tell the truth on a convenient day in 
the calendar, as though some saint were there with truth- tell. 
ing prociivities who would suddenly inspire them at that pars 
ticular time for that particular purpose. Many, indeed, hope 
that with the beginning of the new year things will bo 
changed in public service, and that men will be less corrupt, 
ond that there will not beso much depravity in office, and 
that all of this will be the result of the eee change In the 
ealendar. 

A change comes not at allafter thismanner. Resolutions 
that are indicated by a day, and moral states that must have 
acertain hour for their commencement, are Hable to be as 
transient as time itself. The condition which will bring peace 
toa nation permanently isa permanent condition of justice. 
A condition which will bring less corruption in office 1s a per. 
manent condition of honesty. Thecondition which will bring 
less social bitterness and strife is a permanence of social 
purity and truthfulness, The condition which will bring about _ 
in the world the new era which all men profess to covet Is 
that each Individual shall set himself to work to bring that 
about in his own person. The condition which will make less 
drunkenness — intemperance being the erylng evil of this 
period of Christian civilization—is that ench individual be- 
come a total abstinence man from the hour that he feels 
drunkenness to bea crime. The condition of all reforms 1s 
that the individual seeing the necessity of the reform shall 
practice it in hls own person, and advocate It at all times, If 
he be the only person in the world so practicing it he will, at 
least, have the satisfaction of knowing that the reformation . 
has commenced. We are not aware that at the beginning of 
the Protestant Reformation there was any human being save 
Luther himself who felt the corrupting and corroding influ. 
ence of the church as he did. We are not aware that until he 
went to Rome--took that sacred pilgrimage as the Christian 
now takes the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, as the Mahometan 
takes the pilgrimage to Mecca—took that pilgrimage that he 


"4b2 “A SERMON FOR THE NEW YEAR. 


might sit at the fect of the Moly Pontlif and recetve his bene. 
diction at the very shrine of St. Peter’s—even not till then 
“were the germs of the Reformation sown. Corruption there 
- was; school-men there were who disputed the tenets of the 
church, but then and there the blasphemy of priests and the , 
corrupting influences of priestly life awakened the slumber. 
ing fires of the Reformation and there his resolve was made. 

Into every human Hife there comes an hour when the brand 
of the Interpreter of human thought ts thrown, kindling the 
firo of self-examination and criticism, and calling upon the 
individual to pour out the offerings of his life upon the shrine 
of truthfulness and good conduct. F 

It is vain to expect that Jaws will be better than men, or 

‘that human fnetitutions will bodily take hold of human bo- 
ings and force them into good deods. ‘The Constitution will 
slumber as a dead letter, and all the force and power of Chris- 
tlan doctrine will stand silently condemoing the thought of 
man, unless he himself shall take the championship of his 
own good principte. 

Into the hands of human beings only, into the minds and 
thoughts of human bralns teeming with thought, into the 
power of the human spirit and that which shapes its destiny, 
I fltng the offerings of this New Year and all that {t promises. 
I challenge humanity to lay before God such an offering as 
they wish God to receive. I give you the promise which ts 
born of the seeds that are sown and slumbering in your own 
souls. [ask you to fulfill that promise to the nation, to su- 
clety, to the world, to the Spirit of God who gave {t to you. 
in your hands it rests—every dormant possibility of the year, 
the new year of time and the new yenr of eternity that the 
ages have sown for you. What has not been sown for you? 
The seeds of all good thought in the past are yours. Who 
erles out against the past? Only he who has not learned her 
lesson aright. Who says the past ts dead? Only he who 
does not know that the soul survives. She is your mother. 
As well call that venerable form and that wrinkled brow dead 
when they still are warm with life-blood for you. As well call 
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‘that heart dead when {t still pulsates with the thought of 
you tn childhood, In youth, In manhond. As well name the 
things dead that survive when all things else perish, as the 
Past with her lessons. Her form fs buried and put out of 
sight, but the seeds she has sown are slumbering, waiting for 
you to call them into being. Philosophy, poesy, art, science, 
religion, human government, all have been hers, and these 
are flung into the lap of the Present for you to profit by and 
for you toreap the harvest. The husbandman whose sheaves 
are now fully threshed and have yielded thelr grain, whose 
fruit {s gathered in and serves for his winter store~he knows 
the value of a seed for the springtime, saving his choicest 
‘grain, putting aside most carefully his best assortment of 
seed, that another spring he may plant for the harvest of the 
coming year. 

Tn eternity God wastes no. seed, and that which has been 
sown in the past lies ready beneath the surface of the present 
corruption, beneath the ambition of human beings, waiting to 
be called into being by the breath of heaven or the power of 
earth, and every human belng may sow somewhat of the 
golden seed of the harvests of the past. 

Of the individual memories and lives and the great events 
that constitute human history, that which comes home to the 
individual man fs the individual experience; and we find that 
history is unimportant to us save that it sometimes teaches us 
alesson and resembles our own little routine of existence, and 
that the Homers, the sages, the seers are nothing if we havo 
not the mind tu understand nor the eyes to see their grent- 
ness, So that which does not appeal to our intelligence, our 
love of humanity, our wisdom, our religion, is seemingly sown 
on barren ground; but there comes an awakenor by-and-bya, 
and that coming is the beginning of the New Year for evory 
soul. Sometimes it comes by the hand of poverty, and if - 
you go abroad in the streets of your crowded cities to night, 
you will see the patient poor, who will teach you a lesson 
which you, with all your comfort and luxury, cannot buy— 
a lesson of endurance, of fortitude, of thankfuiness for 
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‘small favors; and the crust of bread which you refuse they 
eagerly grasp and thank you for it. You shall go forth into 
the streets to-night and you shall find those who are cast off 
from men drawn nearer nto God by their adversity and sor- 
‘row, by thelr stn, perhaps, who are more grateful for the 
kindly word and for the extending of the hand than are you 
for all the holiday greetings that your successful friends can 
give you. You shall find in the abode of the lowly one tears 
of gratitude, of thankfulness, of prayer to heaven, when in 
the abode of opulence you perhaps find only empty compll- 
ments and pratse. You shall go forth to-night, aud you will 
find of those who have suffered and borne tho trials of Ife, 
that some white blossom of loveliness has sprung up in thelr 
pathway, and they are grateful even for thelr sorrows. 

The awakening hour may not havecome with you. It some. - 
times comes with death, when tho favorite of the household, 
the dearly loved friend, sister, companton, parent, is taken 
from you. The gates of life swing wide open then, and what 
becomes of all earthly pomp and splendor In the presence of 
that stlent messenger who sways with supreme will, ruling 
alike king and peasant, his bidding laying low the form that 
you love? Aht the seed tline of eternity begins when Death 
reaps his harvest; and not alone for the soul that {s freed and 
gone out of earthly sight, but for those who are left behind, 
are the germs of immortal hope awaloned, and through sore 
row some thought of heaven {3 born. Iam always thank- 
ful when L pass the abode of the wealthy and see the badge 
of mourning there. I know that there ts something at least 
that wealth cannot buy, and that there is a moment of silence 
in that houschold when immortal things are thought of. Iam 
always thankful when, In the midst of great calamity, I see 
that 8 man or a nation can pause and think, for the great God 
speaks with a silent voice, and sorrow is his messenger and 
his token. If [ praise God for adversity it is because of this. 

Sometimes the awakener’s hand is love, that comes with 
magic, is flung into the Hfe without a moment's warning, and 
reveals all possibilittes of immortal things. Most like death is 
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love, since all things that were past are puf aside and the soul 
cleaves in twain the outward covering of dust, and seems to 
wish to dle that the new revealment may last forever. Next to 
this, and higher, is the love of theangels, that speaks to the souls 
across some bridge of sorrow or adversity, and breathes {nto 
the spirit the volce of prayer, and through martyr’s flame or 
dungeon cell or fiery ordeal of dally life, gives to the soul 
consciousness of Its immortal heritage. Christ upon Calvary 
—oh! {neffable condition, that can smile at pain and forgive 
the world for the wrong it did: Covet the spirit of those 
who have thus been transfigured through suffering, but covet 
no man for the worldly chains that drag him down, nor the 
dross that consumes him, nor the splendor that surrounds 
him, for these are weights upon the spirit. 

The new year of the soul comes to some through what they 
beliove to be the religion of the soul. Sometimes it fs In the 
name of Christ, the beloved elder brother of man. Sometimes 
it is in another form of rellglous ecstasy, but it always brings 
the consciousness of awakening Ife, and is that change of 
heart that comes when worldly things cease to have their in- 
fluence and the soul is fixed upon its sublimer {nheritance, 
The difficulty is with sudden conversions that they do not 
last, for they are independent of the growth of the spiritual 
vature of man, and are chiefly emotional In their character. 
When the man’s heart really changes there is less demonstra- 
tion in word but more in life. He 1s silent and awe-stricken 
in the presence of the revolution that is wrought In his own, 
nature. He does not make haste to tell the worid that he is 
®. new man, but he shows the world that he ts by his actions, 
The difficulty with many who suppose that they have religion 
in the form of this emotional kind of conversion $s that the 
new life that has come to them Is not the result of an inward 
conviction, but is forced upon them by the magnetic power of 
others, and they feel prone to accopt it because it is attested 
by others. 

The genuine growth of the splrit is silent—works its way 
by a magic into the soul; fs often under the {nspiration of 
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angelle or other ministrations; but its transfigurations sre 
gradual, and the life itself becomes the chief token of its 
expression. Every word then becomes valuable; every action 
then isa token of its presence, and the man no more necd 
tell the world that ho Is converted, and has found Christ, than 
have the Illies of the fleld to tell the people that they are 
white. Can you not sea? 

The new year to-morrow—if I could blot out all festivities ; 
if 1 could set aside all heartless words that would be spoken ; 
if I could do away with the envyings, the pride, the bitterness 
that may grow out of the exchange of thought on that day; If 
I could set aside the mocking ceremonials to power, and 
pomp, and pride, of obelsance to place and position, the wor- 
ship of the god Mammon, and the bowing down to what men 
call Redpectability; tf I could wipo out the political corrup- 
tion that gives flattery as its chief method of expression, and 
that which In a worldly sense seeks fashion and power; tf I 
could make for each human being such a new year as I 
would, I would tell him what it shatl be: It would bo that on 
the chiming of the midnight bell that betokens the death of 
the old year, every past felly should be also put out of sight, 
forgotten, its death knell chimed. The individual fotble, the 
anger, the caprice, the envy and the striving should dle with 
the toll of that bell—all ambitions for individual place or 
emolument in the world save only that which comes from 
truth, and justice, and honesty. I would have the greatest 

Tivalry in the world to be that which should prompt men to 
do the most good, and valuc each other the most in kindly 
deeds. I would have the only emulation that which In words 
of charity and comfort would bring happiness and peace. I 
would say to every individual mourner: ‘Solong as your 
cross {8 upon you, you close the doors of the gateway of 
heaven. Behold! the iris arch. has already been made, and 
upon the cloud of your sorrow the rainbow of immortality 1s 
beaming even now.”’ I would say to men of iniddle age and 
mature years, who have grown tmilsanthropie with ife and 
hardened with its suecesses or its pursuit: ‘ Every hope cher. 
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ished In your youth instead of having died awaits you when- 
ever you are ready to perceive ft, Ibis becausa the violets 
atd dalstes which you loved in your childhood are forgotten 
that you no longer see them growing by your wayside. Go 
out into the flelds with the same heart that you had when a 
boy and the buttercups will laugh and nod at you as they did 
then, and the red clover and the white will smile as sweetly.” 
These things have not died; but it 1s only that the nature fs 
seared over, aud the outer coating has made the soul forget 
the hopes, the truthfulness, the dreams and the unconscious. 
ness of early years. 

Cali mankind hardened? By no means. Go ont to-morrow 
and speak a kind word to the first man you meet; he will give 
you a kind word in return. Speak it to every man that you. 
meet during the year and you will got a kind answer. It {s 
worth the trying. Mankind have not altered, The trouble 1s 
that there has been more and more a mask put upon the angel 
that was within you when a child; and having covered your- 
self each year with a new garb of selfishness, you fancy the 
world has grown worse instead of better. Itisnotso, The 
angels in heaven and the spirits whe love you see the hearts 
of men now as in olden time, and the soul of the world ts 
better than it was in the days of wilder ambition, human 
strife and envy. 

If I could paint the new year for you, I would have children 
and flowers, and social communings and spiritual converse, 
naturally and truthfully as the blossoming of the flower-bells 
in May. If Lcould have social life in my control I would put 
off all external garb of folly, emulation and pride, and only 
adorn with the sweet graces of youth, with those of mind 
and thought, and culture and society of the world that has 
material enough to make the world a paradise. If I could ar- 
range worship I would have it simply expressive of gratitude 
and praise, and the simple lessons taught would be taught in 
the simplest plirase and garb. I would put aside priestly craft 
and state, and all symbols. save those of the spirit, and wear 
those upon the countenance aud beaming from the vision, 
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until, whether we worshiped in eathedral or under the dome - 
of heavon, we should forget the form in the graciousness of 
the spirit which inspires us. I would have the new year filled 
with a fulfillment of all thnt {s perfected in man’s nature ; 
and that which I seo beaming in eyos before ine and reflected 
from souls that are hore, I would have typified in the daily 
{ife and in the conduct at home. I would havo every hour 
and every day redolent with the praise that comos from con- 
sciousness of well-doing. I would have this simple, and with- 
out pomp, or ceremony, or pride; and I know that my now 
year would be better than all the external somblances that 
shall jar upon the atmosphero on the morrow, and all the falso 
resolutions that are made to be cast aside with the first breath 
of temptation. 

The beginnings of life are small; they aro in tho germs of 
things, and the oak Iles hidden in the small covering of the 
atorn, and the soul of man, with its sublime possibilities, lics 
immured in that which encnses it now. 

Behold the new year! It is the awakening of promise; it 
is the fulfillment of prophecy. It is the revealment of the 
future, the laying of the corner-stone for the edifice of eter. 
nity, the planting of the seed that is imperishable. 

Will you lay up simply the trensures of earth that pass 
awny? Will you gather around you gold and glittering things 
that tarnish, and that you cannot bear with you tnto the world 
of souls? Will you simply enrich the mind at the expense of 
the heart, and store the brain with another’s thoughts while 
your own thoughts are lying dormant snd unawakened ? 
Shall your religion bo words of praise meroly, and from the 
lips only, while the soul is longing to burst forth tn thanks. 
giving, and the voice of the spirit ig waiting to be heard in 
the upper air? 

No. I tell you that the new year of promise to the soul Is 
that which gives the first truthful expression of the inner life 
of the man. It is that which first revenls yourself unto your- 
self, and live or die, come shame or poverty, come weal or woo, 
you must be true to yourself, to your convictions and your 
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aspirations, Whether the worldly wise shall say no, or wheth- 
er priests, kings, public opinion or aught, shall denounce, the 
spirit alone possesses the wealth of the spirit—truthfulness, 
purity, charity, and all that adorns tho pind with ita graces 
and powers, 

I promise you that New Year which shall come to you from 

this standpoint. Eternity ts too small to measure its Joy. No 
sound of silver bells chimes in the frosty alr. No revelry of 
earth; no midnight debauchery; no pleasure of dance and 
wine; no splendor of gifts of gold shall compare or shall ba 
aught but shadows. Thesoul has its eye steadfast upon truth, 
sees but one gem; that is Truth alone. Ie whose sou) is in- 
tent upon following that which is good sees but one thing on 
earth worth llving for, and that is to do good to his fellow- 
men. He who belfeves inthe future state of man knows that 
the seed planted here iy to ripen in eternity, and sows such 
seed as he would have angels see him gather in the harvest. 
fields of the future: 
- Behold! Not the thistles nor thorns, but the beautiful 
flowers that adorn the wayside of life where the angels dwell; 
the lilies, the asphodels, the flowers of Immortal splendor that 
pave the pathway to paradise, and aro fashioned of the good 
thoughts ond deeds of human life. 


IF EVIL AS WELL AS GOOD IS PART OF THE 
SCHEME OF INFINITE WISDOM, THEN WHAT 
IS SIN, AND WHAT RIGHT AND WRONG? 


You have heard the subject, “If Evil as wellas Good {s 
part of the Scheme of Infinlte Wisdom, then what is Sin, and 
what Right and Wrong?” Of course this question in- 
cludes all those theological propositions that pertain to the 
free will of man, the beneficence of the Divine Mind in per- 
mitting evil, and the subtle questions that have lingered upon 
these in connection with human misery and human salvation, 

‘In our opinion the seeming problem js easy of solution. In 
our opinion the laws governing the moral and spiritual unl. 
verse are as comprehensible as those governing the material, 
It only remains for man without prejudice and prejudgment 
to enter into an investigation of those laws ashe would any 
subject whatsoever. 

The negative side of the universe, which science declares to 
be darkness, and cold, and all forms of non-existence, is never. 
theless as essential to the successful development of exist. 
ence as the positive side of light, of heat, of motion. Rest, 
space, inertia, all are relative qualities, Cold, darkness, 
' gll things that seem to be opposite to Ilfe, indicate a nega- 
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tive state, essential, however, to the production of life, 
Storms, tempests, whirlwinds, earthquakes, are conditions of 
matter in motion through which nature expresses herself in 
* passing from one epoch of development to.another. 

The law of contact of life with matter, oven in the lower 
" spheres of existence, is of struggle, the struggle for the some- 
thing, which is the positive, ultimate good, to express itself 
through the negative, which Is not a positive evil but nevertho- 
less is there for the purpose of the expression of the good. You 
take a sphere, and without probing it you could not become 
eware of its component parts. You may probe it by mathe- 
matics, and to the untaught mind you are obliged to dissect 
{tinto various parts, cubes, arcs, and certain sections that 
compose the sphere. Space, matter itself, is the breaking of 
thd sphere of life materially, into which all forms of spiritual 
being are flung, and upon which they break the perfect sphere 
of their individual Ife and thus express themselves through 
matter. 

The germ of tho plant is sphere, however minuto it may 
be. Unbroken there would be no life. Allforms of germina- 
tion of life must take place under two conditions: supposed 
vacuum and darkness. Thecells covering the germ are burst 
asunder—that is the first tempest. Out through the soil or 
other encasing substances the shoots appear—that is the seo- 
ond tempest. Into the cold, into the heat, into the-full-orbed 
splendor of the sun, the plant, the tree, or human being ex- 
pands, and thatis life. The darkness does not do for the 
full-grown plant, but it’ {s necessary for germination; the 
vacuum will not answer for the tree, but it is needful for the 
first period of gestation. Life in all its forms passes through 
these various throes. Tho birth-pangs of worlds and of na- 
tions are Ilttle different from those of human beings or of 
souls. What we wish most {s to understand that birth and its 
pains are as essential as the life which follows, and that the 
period of slumber during which the seed recuperates, or the 
roots grow strong for the next summer’s growth, {s nota 
period of death, but of repose. What we need to learn Is not 
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that nature's violence ts that of death and destruction, but of 
relnvigoration and recuperation; that the tempest sweeping 
over the land and the sea, destroying ships and cities, saves 
more lives than if destroys; that the earttiquake, opening its 
yawning mouth, swallowing up thickly-peopled citles and 
countries, ts the safety-valve of the whole world, and that we 
can afford to part with one clty, eer giving Iife to the 
whole human race. - 

What we need tocomprehend fs, that there is no parsnstiby 
in all these things; but that the divine boneficence shapes 
the courses of life, so that if a tree be whirled down by a tem- 
pest or tornado, life 1s not therefore destroyed; other trees 
spring into belng from the roots and foundations, and the 
preservation of the chai of life continues forever. What we 
need to know Is, that planets pass through the birth-struggles 
{n each cycle of thelr onward existence, and that these oyclle 
struggles are but the expressions of life to perfect itself into 
the highost forms of planetary being, 

These flowers* yield the perfect expression of their lives, 
but time was when the gorms were in darkness, and when 
the first struggle came to the germ out of sight, out of sound, 
and out of all things beautiful, to the comprehension of tho 
outward man. 

The great deities of the past were those of Oreation, Pre- 
servation and Destruction. The delty of Destruction has 
been maligned and abused, misinterpreted and degraded to 
the uses of moral perversion. Not so! Destruction {fs a por- 
tion of preservation, You cannot have successive new forms 
of life without the decay of the old ones; and the wise farmer 
burns his fallow fleld that out of the soil may spring the 
fresher vegetation unimpeded by the decomposing growth 
of last year. We must have the tempest, fire and flame to 
consume the débris of matter, that Life may express itself 
through matter. 

This is the scientific statement. We do not know of any 
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better statoment to apply to the moral world. We do not see 
that God {fs more kind to Nature that has unconsclousnoss 
than He ia to the spirit that has consclousness. Wo do not 
see that the Delty provides compensations for outward life 
and outward existence that are not ina hundred-fold degree 
provided for that consclousness that can shape in some degree 
ita existence. Because man can do this and because a portion 
of the responsibility is thrown upon him, the compensations 
are no less, 
The law of moral existence, therefore, and the question of 
ovil in the world must be transflgured and elevated from the 
more standard of human existence in the period of germina- 
tlon, and traced through all periods of human life, even into 
the world of spirits, before you can judge of the benefictal ef- 
focts of any law, or the action of it. Evil in the moral world 
. 1s the negative side of God's sunlight, the winter of His 
spring, the darkness of [His day, the condittons Into which the 
lessor being must be plunged to comprehend or fulfill the 
‘greater. For the Deity himself the whole universe {s the 
body, of which He fs the soul. For the Deity himself the 
great worlds groan in agony and pain, and stars go whirling 
through the heavens, and volcanoes convulse the planets and 
. consume them, to the end that the great ilfe of His Infinite 
purpose may be manifest. .Thts is no evil. The moral law 
impinges upon human consciousness; and this is why the 
question has been so difficult of solution, 

The permission of a law to which the human being fs to be 
held amenable, in which the human being had no share of 
creation and for which the human being is not responsible, 
has been considered by some classes of human minds as un- 
just. But it is the same with all nature. You are placed 
here with the attributes of mortal tlfe. The tmmortal life 
dimly shines through. Any knowledge of outward laws must 
come to you olther from external consclousness and expert- 
ence, or from the voice of intuition from within ; and the only 
method of instructing you better In those laws fs that accom- 
panying each law iss necessary other law which {fs called a 
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penalty if the law be violated. That law of matorial nature 
which acts as well upon {irresponsible as upon responsible be- 
ings is the great foundation stone for physical knowledge. 
Now the same law applies to the moral nature, with the ex- 
ception which we will state a Ilttle further on. Of course 
those who sin {gnorantly, suffer—that Is, those who are not 
aware of the bearings of the moral law which they viotate. Do 
not all sin ignorant of somo portion of the law or its penalty, 
and is not the presumption clear that if human beings fully 
understood both the law and the penalty and all its bearings, 
that knowledge would take them above the sin itself? And 
is it not reasonable to suppose that the same law which gives 
achild knowledge of the fire and Its consuming power by 
testing it with the finger, also gives the largor child knowledge 
of the power of the moral fire by the act, ignorantly or other- 
wise, of putting the finger into the fame? The knowledge 
which came without this experience would be the knowledgo 
of the angel or archangel, but not the knowledge of the hu- 
man being that personally must be made responsible and 
amenable for the experience of outward life, 

The sin that fs in the world may be cons{dered as a state of 
existence needful until another state takes place; not there- 
fore needful perpetually, except to souls that are in the same 
condition, but a necessary stage of the soul in its transit 
through matter. 

_ Asthere isa period of darkness, as there fs a period of in- 
fancy, as there 1s a period when the tempests and storms of 
passion leap forth into life, and must be elther subdued or 
must consume you, so there Is a period when the mind Itself 
comes to the conscious possession of {ts faculty of either re- 
” sisting the outward temptation or being overcome by it, It 
is the struggle that tests the strength. Itis the acrobatic 
exercise that develops the agile performer. Itisthe wrestling 
with the tempest and tornado that Hercules may come forth 

triumphant from within his spirit. ss 

No God afar upon s snowy throne, creating the powers of 
good and evil for the temptation of man, that man may there- 
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fore be destroyed, no partial and vindletive Delty heaping im. 
perfections upon humanity, and wantonly persecuting them” 
because of these {mperfections; no cruel and inconsistent 
Deity, shaping purposely the temptations of human life, that 
humanity may be destroyed; but adivine and beneficent 
Principle without which the human spirlt were not aware of 
{ts possessions, and into which the sovl would voluntarily 
plunge for the sake of coming out victor. 

In the arena of ancient Rome the gladiators were brought 
to try their strength with wild beasts. It was the test of man- 
hood, the trial of physical Ife and strength, te combat the 
wildest of the elements of Nature. Te who gained the great- 
est victories became the hero of the hour, In the arena of 
life the wild beasts are the untutored passions of the human 
breast. Ilo is the greatest and becomes the hero of the moral 
hour and of the centurles who successfully meets and com. 
bats these expressions of passion in materla) form. 

If there were no temptations; if the passions were not 
prone to carry the spirit downward, instead of the spirit car- 
rying the body forward ; if the Influcnce of matter upon the 
human spirit was not the only thing which the human spirit 
has to conquer in the universe, then life itself were a failure, 
and a race of angels might have been planted here whose mild 
existence would have shone with reflected light, Ike the moon, 
whose positive powers would never have been unfolded from 
within. 

The responsibility comes here: that while you acknowl- 
edge the law and its universal application; while you ara 
aware that you did not create the principle nor its conse- 
quences; while you are fully mindful that the infinite pur- 
poses move on without your bidding, and possibly without 
your aid, still when it enters the consclousnesg of any human 
being that a certain course of conduct is the highest, and that 
human being falls to carry out that courso of conduct, he hav- 

. {ng had the enlightenment, and having had the knowledge, 
experiences the two-fold penalty of not only violating the 
law and suffering, but of violating that other law for which 
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Obrtst says there Is no forglveness—the Holy Ghost, the spirit 
within, the warning voice that docs know and cannot impel 
* you to Ita bidding, This sin there 1s no forgivencss for; 
it may be outgrown; the penalty of it may be after long 
years or centuries overcome, but thatis conscience that re- 
bukes the spirit, and which no one can take away from you. 
The physician may hen! the pain externally, or even morally; 
{f you sin ignorantly there may bo some one to soothe you, 
put no one can take from you the sting of that consclousness 
of doing what you knew was not your highest duty, or of vio- 
lating that moral law when you have the knowledgo of that 
Jaw in your mind, You aro yourself, therefore, in that de- 
greo amenable, even though you did not create the condition 
of weakness which causes you to yleld to the temptation. We 
think the dividing line 1s very clear. It 1s not that you are 
responsible to the Delty; itis not that Deity punishes you, 
but itis that you have a sterner monitor within, which is 
your own soul, to which you are responsible, and that will 
hold you to a rigorous account for every violation when the 
knowledge of law is {n your mind, You become your own 
judge. The Judgment sent becomes your own soul, and the 
consciousness of your own life. You sit in daily judgment 
upon yourself; and when the full consciousness comes of 
the entire moral law it is not possible for the human being to 
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Thus violence and the accusation that attends become tho 
strong chords upon which the spirit rises to self conquest and 
victory. Thus violence and the knowledge of it become the 
surety to the fact by which you know, not from the experi- 
ence of others but from your own, that victory is possible, 
Why Is it that the penitent sinner is hailed Into the flock? 
Why is it that all theology {s preaching to the lost sheep, tn- 
stead of the ones that remain in the fold? Why is it that the 
one who has well-nigh gone out into utter darkness 1s received 
‘with greater welcomings than those who wandered not from 
the light? Itis because of the greater victory which is evi- 
dent when they do return. It is because of the fact that hav. 
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{ng moro to overcome when they do overcome these things 
tt becomes & greater trlumph over matter. Itis because tho | 
soul that is untempted ts mensurably untried. Fortunate if 
the soul be strong enough not to yield to the temptation; but 
fortunate still if, ylelding one hundred or o thousand times, 
there comes 4 time when tho soul is victorlous after all, You 
havo heard the story of the ant climbing the hill with a heavy 
lond, unt! at last nine hundred and ninety-nine times had 
the persevoring little insect tried to climb the large hill, which 
was the small hill of its abode; the thousandth time did the 
ant succeed. Wero all those other strivings in vain? We 
think not. Would the result have boen any better, or as 
good, to the individual perseverance and testing of the insect, 
if the first timo it had succeeded? We would not advise a 
voluntary letting go of the foothold. We would not advise a 
voluntary plunging down the hill. Itisimpossible. This is 
never done voluntarily, People never commit sin with the 
entire volition of their minds; they doitin spite of it; they 
do it ignorantly; thoy do It because of some weakness, The 
spirit is not strong enough to take them up to the exact point 
that they wish toreach. They try; they fail; they try again 
and fail again, and all the time the moral strongth {3 prepar- 
ing for the last, final effort—which shall succeed. 

It is our business to know the law of that success, not to 
criticise the tests of strength that are given. It {s our busi- 
ness to adapt ourselves to the sunlight, to the thunder, the 
tempest and the storms of earth, not to criticise the arrange. 
ment of them. It {is the test of the skill of the mariner if he 
plows the seas, if ho builds ships, if he explores unknown re- 
gions, not if he grumble at the ocean, and try to wipe it out 
of existence. It fs the test of human strength if, battling 
with material elements that are blind and deaf, and havo no 
voice, man has made out of them the great voice of commerce, 
of national existence, of life here below, and shall further 
rescue from these dumb creations the eloquence of his own 
soul, 

So out of this darkness that men call sin; out of this ocean 
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that mon call evil; out of this shadow which human beings 
must needs be placed against for the background of the pic- 
ture of life, If there spring Into being a bright-orbed flame of 
the soul, that, like some of Rembrandt's pictures, are almost 
immersed in the shadow, but all the more distinct from con- 
trasting ight and shade, shall we find fault with the Divine 
Artist, who has shaped it thus that the soul may bring forth 
against the darkened ground of life the strong picture of holi- 
ness and faith and trust? 

The lesson of sin is to overcome it. The degradation of sin 
{s to fall and feel that it cannot be overcome. That evil or 
wrong-doing which brings despalr to ttre mind ts the last form 
of moral disease; but that ovil or wrong-doing which always 
leaves a chance for succor and for hope, becomes the strength 
upon which the soul finally rises. This is why all forms of 
punishment adopted by humanity for the final offence ore 
not the best forms. According to all human teaching you 
send the soul hopeless into the world of future existence. 
Any door of human life that bars the gateway of hope be- 
comes the prison-houso for a time of that soul, 

Let us have a moral economy that knows where evil 1s, un- 
derstands what wrong is, but includes tn its beneficence the 
possibility of escape and the strength that comes to the soul 
after overcoming the wrong. Let us haves divine theology 
that comprehends the necessity of tempests and storms, but 
Hkewlse leaves us the panacea that the tempest and the storm 
bring, healing a3 well ns destruction, and that scathing after 
which comes the kindly benediction of fresh Nowers and new 
fruitage. Let us include the whole moral problem, not half, 
or a tenth, or a thousandth part of lt, Let us consider that a 
human being Is not simply a creature, a machine, but isa 
portion of the Divine Life breathing in and through matter, 
to whom also is given a portion of the responsibility of life. 
You do not like {tif you are the machine of your employer 
“ merely. Man chafes under the rod of another man’s rule. 
If he takes you into his confidence you are a pottion of his 
establishment; you are interested and respousiblo with him ; 
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it Increases your cates, but ft Increases your self-respent also, 
Tho Diving Mind baa taken humanity tn partnership tn the 
moral prinelple; you are co-partners—better than {f you were 
tools, better than Lf you were lessees, better than {f you were 
mere children to be taught and schooled, punished and re- 
warded without volition, This divine oo-partnership that 
{inks your souls with the Divine Mind gives you also a por- 
tion of tho responsibility of life. Never mind if it does add to 
your sufferings. Never mind if ft does add to your cares, 
The consciousness of being exalted to a position of trust 
makes the soul better able to meet with these cares, 

: Itisin this degree that man differs from blind matter. It 
is in this degree that the soul is co-holr to eternity, It is that 
heirship whlch links the Immortal part to the Infinite, and 
males good and evil, right and wrong, a portion of the econo- 
my of the human soul as well as of the economy of the Infinite 
purpose of life; and it ts this that makes you amenablo at the 
bar of your own Individual conscience and to the Infinite 
Spirit expressed therein for tho violation of that law whivh 
brings the penalty and suffering, and at the Jast brings know!l- 
edge and triumph over it. 

This we consider the wise solution, and we bollave when It 
enters tho consciousness of the human spirit that even sin 
cannot appal nor make afrald. We believe that the triumph 
over matter and death is not wholly so great asthe triumph 
over that death which fears the final penalty of wrong-doing 
more than It seaks to do right for the love of right, 

Let us turn allabject passions out. Let usadmit the divine 
philosophy and the divine religion, that philosophy which en- 
compasses the universe, gives a reason for ‘everything and a 
law for everything; binds matter with its tempests and its 
calms, its sunshine and its shadow, its winter and its sum- 
mer into the glorious zone of life, and makes flowers to bloom 
out of winter snows, and out of the great tempests and 
storms verdure and the forests to grow. So, in the moral 
world, let us bind all together by the divine philosophy of 
that theology which recognizes in the good and the evil, in 
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the wrong and the right, a portion of the Infinite economy 
that encompasses and includes the whole, and which the soul 
has toreach to understand, by having overcome and van- 
quished, Let us exalt ourselves beyond tho paltry fear of 
anything which God can do to man, by the consclousness that 
man ts elevated codqual to God in degree, and that by that 
very responsibility which is given to hits moral nature he cat: 
almost defy the law by trlumphing over it. Who fears the 
penalty of murder? Who cares for that of theft? Who 
dreads the penitentiary or jail-house here? When we ad- 
vance beyond the crime the penalty does not seem cruel to us; 
it Is only those who need the scourge and the lash that feet it. 
Let us remember that theso things must be, and that the need. 
ful scourging and the needful lash are only to be superseded 
by the loftier smile and the more beneficent wisdom that gives 
the lash into the hands of the individual and the scourging 
unto your own consciences, and leaves the suniight and the 
loyc.of God undimmed forever, 
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{JS MISSION ON EARTH, AND TIME AND MANNER 
OF MANIFESTING TIS PRESENCE TO MANKIND.** 


We have indicated somewhat {n previous addresses the be- 
Nef among the ancients of a truco Musslanic period, a recur- 
rence of the time when Messiahs were to come upon earth. 
We believe that all history confirms the statement that among 
the various nations of the earth the Messiah, under different 
nanies and titles, has appeared to man. We have referred to 
Buddha tn the East, whose three several appearances confirm 
the statement of a recurrence of the Messianic period. We 
have referred to Zerdusht, or Zoroaster, In tho Bast, as one of 
the messengers, if not an absolute Messiah to the people; also 
to Crishna and others. We have referred to various epochs - 
among the Hebrews wherein, after Mosea, the indications of 
prophet and seer foretold the advent of a new King, who was 
to usurp all powers of other kings and rule over them. 

That this prophecy undoubtedly pointed to the spiritual in- 
stead of the temporal kingdom, and that the advont of Christ 
was the fulfillment of the prophecy, though unrocognized by 
the Hebrews themselves; that Buddha in the Hast, Zerdusht 
or Zoroaster, and indeed far back to Cadmus and the original 
Adam of the races of the earth, wore divine messengers; that 
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when the world fs completed, and all perfection attained that 
fs posstble from the present gradations of matter, there will 
be found to bea regtlar succession of spiritual epochs, as 
there have been regular successions of material epochs upon 
earth; that a gradual scale of unfoldment spiritually fs no 
wore out of harmony withthe laws of the Infinite thana 
gradual scale of unfoldment physically, and that the buliding 
up of a spiritual atmosphere to give place to loftter souls upon 
earth, is no more a supposition than the bullding up of exter- 
nal strata, wherein, by regular gradations, higher forms of 
physical life can appear upon the earth. 

This were In itself a sufficient solution, but there fs more 
than this. Preceding the advent of the Christian epoch, all 
through the Hebraic throes for materlal power and splendor, 
were indications, signs, tokens, testimonials of the approach 
of a surpassing spirit to the earth, He was known in the an- 
cient language as belonging ‘to the regular succession of the 
order of Molchisedec, which, you will remember, in a previ- 
ous discourse we stated must have referred to the essential 
spiritual order, or what {s known nominally as the real apos- 
tolic succession, but what has beon perverted from the splirit- 
ual to the material kingdoms by historians and theologtans: 
That this order referred to those souls who {n regular suc 
cession, elther a8 prophets, messengers or mossiahs, came to 
the earth to fulfill special ministrations; that this period was 
ushered in by certain spiritual signs and tokens, the dissover- 
ing of old and established forms of faith, the excitement and , 
visitation of the spirit, as in the day of Pentocost, the descent 
upon certain lines of the house of David of special spiritual 
powers, which, interpreted, means not tho literal house of 
David, but the house of the spiritual kingdom of David, 
which had a regular significance In the old interpretation of 
the name, that as David charmed King Saul to the forgotful- 
ness of his sorrows, and won him awey from the great turbu- 
lence and rebellion of his spirit, so the kingdom of David, by 
establishing the regular succession of spiritual harmony, 
brought to earth the Messiah {n the furin of Christ. 
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These interpretations require spiritual knowledge, and not 
literal simply. They belong toa class of facts and a perlod 
of events that must be interpreted with spiritual significance 
and with reference to those laws that are just as easily stud- 
fed as the laws that govern tho starry firmament... - 

‘We have stated that the auclent thousand years was the 
millennial epoch, but not the thousand yeats of your calen- 
dar. Itis variously estimated from two thousand to twenty. | 
five hundred years. We believe the exact period to be about 
twenty-two hundred years in the recurrence of the Messtahs 
of the East, We consider that this period refera to the grad. 
ual rise, culmination and decline of certain spiritual states 
upon earth; and that as nations have their birth, rise, culmi- 
nate and fall, so spiritual waves of thought, brought by spirit. 
ual intelligences, have their advent in exact form upon earth, 
rise to their culmination of power and decline to give place to 
other waves of thought that supersede them. 

The Christian era in itself has been one, not of a succession 
of angelic ministrations, but of a succession of culminations 
upon earth, You will remember in the advent of Christian. 
ity that whereas Rome became the power and queen of the 
world, her empire gradually faded as Christianity advanced 
and as spiritual power seemed to take the place of the mate- 
rial, You will remomber also that in the height of the power 
of Rome, when Church and State were united, gradually the 

‘material was disintegrating and the spiritual taking its place 
ail over Western Europe. It is supposed that about the year 
of our Lord fifty-two, Paul himself Introduced Christianity 
into Britaln. This is not confirmed, but 1 Is supposed that 
it is so, and from this fact the transferring of the Christian 
epoch frou Rome to England was a prophecy of the Refor- 
mation itself, Romo herself became the subject of temporal 
power, and thorefore could not, after the first three or four 
hundred years, retain the spiritual supremacy. Then thond- — 
vent was foreshadowed, as we say, in Western Europe; but 
meanwhile there came what was known as the darker ages. 
Down swept the northern hordes ; civilization was suppressed, 
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and tho arts and sctences overthrown. But this gave place, 
as we state, to the disintegration of those elements that 
finally caused the transfer of the seat of the spiritual empire 
to the western shores of Kuropo. 

This wave of Christian religion, having Its birth {n Pales- 
tine, its first advent In Jerusalem, culminating tun Rome, 
reaching the holght of its latter decadence in Great Britain, 
sweeping over tho continent and bringing those souls within 
its supremacy that have swayed the greater portion of civill- 
zation for the last two thousand years, has finally, without 
temporal power, without material force, without anything 
which man has usually considered as the building up of a 
dynasty, scattered its forces far and wide, not In Church and 
State in the organtzcd form, but {n the souls of men, while 
Church and State gradually crumbling and fading away leave 
nothing but ruing and monuments behind; the spiritual 
leaves the harvest of the kingdom of Christ, If anything 
could be more in accordance with the hypothests one ad- 
vances than another, it is the promise of Jesus himself, 
which, taken in a literal sense by his followers and disciples, 
was supposed to mean that he would return within a short 
period of time. John upon the Isle of Patmos may have had 
somo such idea, but his prophecy distinctly foretold another 
advent in another period of the earth's history, and that won- 
derful apocalypse undoubtedly refers tothe vast periods of 
time that would intervene before the essential spirit prom- 
ised by Jesus should follow him into the world, and as the 
Comforter reveal the Messiah that waste come, The Spirit 
of Truth was promised, the Comforter; and in the direct lan- 
guage of Christ he foretells that it 1g necessary for him to go 
away or the Comforter cannot come, He does not define this 
Comforter as being himself, but as being the spirlt of truth, 
and in his utterances, which are conclso though brief, there 
{is a distinct indication of a recurrence of spiritual power in 
another form and personality. Among all classes of Chris- 
tians the second coming of Christ has been expected, and 
there are those, ospeclally the Adventists, and others, who 
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bolfeve in this ltteral coming, and who have fixed several dis. 
tinct perlods for that advent, and mado preparation for liter- 
al translation tothe kingdom of Christ. Unfortunately for 
themselves they have misinterproted the word—taken {t lit: 
erally instead of spiritually, and have expected the passing 
away of the physical earth and heavens Instead of the spirit. 
ual earth ‘and heavens foreshadowed by the prophecy. After 
the same manner the evangelical Christians have misinter- 
preted the judgment day, and various references to the disso. 
Jutlon of the earth and the coming of Christ to claim his own. 
After the same manner they have interpreted literally instead 
of spiritually the coming of Christ upon earth to ostablish 
literal kingdom here, which {s the belief with some orders of 
Christians, who suppose that the wicked will pass away from 
the earth and leave it to the inheritance of the righteous, 
who expect within ashort pertod of time that Christ will 
come here and reign with them upon the earth os their King. 
All of these, however, are indications of the reality, and there 
{g just enough truth in them to confirm the spiritual expla- 
nation to which we havo reforred, instead of tho literal one 
which they expect, 

The old heavens and the old earth are evidently passing 
away. Indications have been seen since the Reformation 
itself, and Swedenborg, with divine vision, foresaw the dis- 
ruption of present orders of religion and the spiritual king. 
dom that was tosupersede them ; varjous indications within the 
church, the disintegration of papal power, Rome rescued from 
the hands of the temporal authority of the Popo, the Vatican 
no longer holding sway over Roman Catholic Europe; Prot-_ 
estant England gradually losing her hold, so far as the Church 
is concerned, upon the hearts and minds of the people, and. 
the dissenting bodies by greater unity and strength blending 
the hearts of the people into amore humane worship; the — 
rising up out of different forms of church or of different 
creeds and denominations of those broader and larger in their 
interpretation and scope than the preceding ones—all indicate 
that the old heavens are passing away and that the old earth, 
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or the old kingdoms of the. earth, are fading and receding 
under the light of this disintegrating power. 

“Behold I come quickly,’ says John tn his revelation, 
meaning Christ, whose power culminated upon earth nearly 
twothousand years ago, who shall come not In literal form, but 
in.spiritual form, which ta now being felt ; and those who have 
passed up through great tribulation, those who are washed in 
the blood of the Lamb, (which is 0 figurative expression, ) 

- those who are made white and clean by suffering, who have 
been purified by tholr knowledge and their love of the truth, 
who have as martyrs, seers, saints, been driven into the 

_ spiritual kingdom through earthly flames, but who have con- 
quered pain and suffering by spiritual power; those who have 
suffered inly and have made no sign, but have given their 
lives to the devotion of truth—all of these, ripened into the 
kingdom of the spirit of Christ, will be gathered to him as hia 
angels, : ; 

The agitation in the spiritual atmosphere ts just as sure an 
indtention of the recurrence of spiritual kingdoms as the agi. 
tation In the physical atmosphere betokens the conflict of ele- 
ments externally, By the same signs that the astronomer 
ean foretell an eclipse, or the approach of a comet, or discover 
a new planet, by the same signs that appear upon the sea or 
on the desert, by which the true observer can tell the approach 
of the tempest, by the same indication that great physical 
events are foretold in portentous tokens and symbojs along 
the horizon, so the discerner spiritually sees that in all this 
agitation of Church and State, of creed and sect, of govern- 
ment and political contest, there is a gradual commingling or 
conflict of spiritual elements, and that this confilct betokens 
the ripening of one harvest and the seed-time of another. 

All great scientific truths have been sown in the same way, 
and you will notice that those philosophies that have sur- 
vived the confilct of nations have been philosophies that have 
boen sown on the ruins or on the receding wave of philoso- 
phies that have gradually culminated tn themselves, and 
given their harvest of thought to the world. 
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Confucius interpreting the religion of the East, Zoroaster 
giving to the Persians the signs by which they might know 
the coming of the Messlah~—and they did know it—the Agsyr- 
fan and shepherd kings watching thelr flocks and the stars by 
night, foresaw with spiritual symbols, as well 28 material, 
the advent of the coming Christ. On the mountains of 
philosophy Socrates and Plato, with divine contemplation, ' 
saw the overshadowing of the mighty spirit that would 
come upon earth in the solution of all these mysteries, 
Pythagoras before planted the seeds of a subtle system 
that in varfous ways and forms has ripened to the king. 
dom of thought; and within science {tself what wonders have 
been wrought, The prophecy and discovery of Galileo ripened 
into wonderful systems of truth through Boerschol and Kep- 
ler, and all the prophets of science. Freedom of thought, 
’ ripening under the vigorous thrust of what seemed to be tn- 

fidelity and atheism, culminated into a form of rationalistic 
philosophy that bridges over the chasm of the centuries. All 
these things, but chiefly those things within the church itself, 
gave promise that for the letter there should be the spirit ; in- 
stead of chaff and stones, there should be bread; instead of 
the outward, there should be the inward feasting of the soul, 
which was foreseon by Luther when the great gorgon-headed 
evil at Rome was attacked by him so vigorously; that was 
foreseen by those who have superseded Luther when still the 
evils that he saw in Rome crept into thechurches of the West. 
That same prediction and power that Jed such minds out of 
the church of Rome have led the same minds out of the church 
of St. Paul’s and Westminster, out of the creed of King James, 
out of the articles that bound them toa single Ilne of falth, 
and opened up the avenues of Nght in a spiritual form. 
‘Those same indications that have led the Quakers, the Puri- 
_ tans, the Shakers, and vatious denominations, Into the west- 
ern world to worship at the shrine of free thought, and follow 
the light of the spirit, those same indfentions that have given 
the tokens of spiritual power and spiritual gifts, the gift of 
tongues, the gift of healing, tho interpretation of tongues, the 
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power of prophecy, the discerning of spirits, all gifts men- 
tioned in the advent of the Christian epoch, are discernible In 
the world at the present time. Nostch recurrence of spirit- 
ual gifts has taken place at any intermediate stage of tho 
world’s history. Such a recurrence of spiritual gifts has 
taken place at every advent of a new religion upon earth or a 
special dawning of anew power. Twice, thrice inthe He- 
bralc nation the Pentecostal flame was kindled; the gift of 
tongues and prophecy came in the advent of the process, and 
was distributed all through the Ilne of Hebraic poets and 
prophets down to tho Christian era, and at times since the ad- 
vent of the Christian era these flames, with singular prophecy 
of a mightier power, have sprung up and been kindled; have 
been kindled sometimes in the cloister of the Roman Catholic 
coll; have been sometimes kindled in the very power of debate 
that Luther, Melancthon, and their condjutors possessed to ' 
meet and combat the school-men of Germany; have been kin- 
died in the gifts that variously interpreted were known to John 
Wesley and his followers; have been interpreted tn vartous 
ways by Quakers, Unitarians, Universalists, different denom- 
inations, until at last every class of Christians knows that 
there {s a sign by which the spiritual coming of the Lord has 
been foretold. ‘Their interpretation is that Christ himsolf is 
to come and claim his own, but they make no disposition of 
the others. All those that are left, all those that are not 
grown to the kingdom of Christ, all those that have spiritual 
insight but are not recognized followers of Ohrist--what ts to 
be done with these? Who takes charge of tho souls that are 
left outside of the kingdom of Ohrist? In what manner are 
they to be fed? Who sustains them? Who uplifts them? 
All cannot belong to Christ’s kingdom, for all do not know of 
him, and have notrecognized him. Every class of Christians, 
save perhaps the Universalist and radical Unitarian, becomes _ 
narrow under strict analysis. Every class of Christians par- . 
cals off the souls that belong to Christ’s kingdom, leaving the 
others in whose hands? An infinite deity, or an infinite 
spirit of darkness, who fs permitted to hold sway over them. 
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Souls whose lives are as good, whose example is as lofty, 
whose moral integrity is as great, who have not seen because 
they did not know the sign of the spirit of Christ: To whom 
do these souls belong? 
The Universalist interprets largely the love of God, and in- 
cludes, by some manner of mysterlous process not known to 
the growth of the spirit, the salvation of all souls. Later the 
progressive Christlans have given to Universalism a larger 
scope, and have nearly hinged or impinged upon the spiritual 
philosophy to account for the gradual salvation of souls in 
another world. Thus they have outgrown the evangelical 
order of atry other salvation or any other condemnation, and 
bridged over the darkness and abyss of Hades with the Nght 
of a progressive faith in the spiritual world. 
But this 1s not sufficient, If there be administrations of 
law and government of temporal power ; {f the sun’s splen. 
dor leads and governs the planets that revolve around it; ifthe 
earth itself holds by ® law of wonderful attraction all the 
atoms to her surface; if by other laws she may impel those 
atoms to the formation of flower, and tree, and shrub, all 
the time by these subtle laws holding the integral parts to her 
very heart, then in the spiritual kingdom angels, dominions, 
administrations and powers by laws that are just as under- 
standable hold, govern and teach and sway the souls of men 
' gnd of spirits, and this kingdom of Christ fulfilling literally 
the expression and form foretold claims its own as they 

‘ripen unto it; and gradually, could you behold the spiritual 
forces, you would find not a literal confitct but a conflict of 
ideas and thoughts wherein those who are truly born to tho 
spiritual kingdom of Christ rise up from their struggles, hay- 
ing vanquished and conquered the external life, and are ready 
to be gathered unto his spiritual kingdom, and wherein the 
material worshipers, those who are tethered to Rome, those 
who are tethered to Protestant creeds, look in vain for the 
advent of his coming into thoir kingdoms, and walt and watch 
because they have not the true spirit of Christ withtn their 
souls. 
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In thetr prison cells they watt in the darkness of creed, and, 
obscured, they walt, tethered and bound round by the exter- 
nal bondage of selfishness and pride—thesy souls wait {n vain; 
but the souls that do not wait in vain are those that have. 
risen from Church and from State, from without the walls of 
ereeds and from within tho walls of convent or of solitary - 
coll to the triumph and victory over the Individual self that 
Ohrist taught, and these shall make up the angols that belong 
to his kingdom. One hundred and forty-four thousand of the 
children of Israel, ii was sald, and one hundred and forty- 
four thousand of each of the nations of the carth that have 
known of Christ—these will be absorbed into his spiritual 
kingdom, while the angel thatis to come will take charge 
over the next epoch of spiritual power upon earth, 

Christ’s work, we say, {s well nigh accomplished. Not that 
$ shall bo lost or finished, but that the special force and pres- 
clence of that single administration of. angelic power draws 
to a close by the signs and tokens we have Indicated of the 
special prescience of another angel whose dynasty will begin 
at about the Mosslanio period, namely, about twenty-two 
hundred years after the advent of Christ. Wesee the signs 
already here-—-the Swedish seer, the seer of Poughkeepsie, the 
various ministrations of spirits known in Modern Spiritual- 
ism, the indication of a mass of spiritual life approaching the 
earth and agitating the wators that had grown stagnant and 
dormant; the relwakening of new germs of spiritual power, 
not simply through Christ and Moses, but through the spirlt 
underlying, that gives to every heart a sign and to every soul 
a token of its presence; not only this, but the direct linos of 
ministration given through various spiritual media, all gov- 
erned and directed by corresponding spheres {n spiritual life, 
the sphere of healing, the sphere of harmonizing the various 
philosophies of earth, the sphere whereby thedifferent creeds 
and technicalities and formalities are merged into each other 
and explained ; the very power that is coming upon the na- 
tions of the carth. Christ said, ‘‘I came not to bring peace 
but a sword.” And that has been fulfilled—nation against 
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nation, brother against brother, creed against creed, and 
church against church, the spirit of Christ olone surviving. 
The Comforter, the Truth-Teller, brings the spirit of peace: 
poace to the nations of tho earth, wherein all forms of war- 


fare shall beimpossible through that reason and judgment and ~ - 


calmness and power that is coming to man—arbitration - 
whereln ft 1s not possible for ‘the human mind to have any. - 


' difficulty that It 1s not possible for the human mind to solve ; 


the nations of the earth, meeting together not upon bloody 
battle flelds, to solve the problems of government by force, 
but in the halls of convention and Congress, wherein Ameri. 
ea, England, France, Russla—all of modern Europe will be 
represented—the Orient, Turkey, all of these dead nations 
that awaken from the past. out of tts sleep, in response to the 
presence of the new angel that is coming, that would not 
awaken to the voice of Christ, but awaken to another voico 
that can solve the problems of trucreligion. China, dead for 
centuries, awakens from her sleep and meets the nations of 
the West; Japan, ancient in art and learning, revives her 
storled memories and wonderful powers of Brahminical faith, 
Buddha clasps hands across the graves that Christianity and 
Mohammedanism have made, and greets tho western world 
with a new empire, not of warfare but of peace. 

Yes, there shall come a time, at the advent of tho new 
angel whose name is Harmony, when every nation shall 
greet each other nation in fraternal union ; when the best and 
noblest minds of every government of the world shall assem- 
bie in solemn convocation and dispose of all the feeble and 
petty strivings, when Injustice shall be piracy and warfare 
highway robbery. Asthenations of Christendom have made 
slavery piracy, so shall war be considered piracy, and he 
shall be considered a highwayman, who, whether pope, king, 
or ruler, shall be the first to declare war against o nation for 
any cause. : 

This is what the indications portend, and the line of suc. 
cession that calls this angel to the earthisas distinctly known 
and absolutely foretold as was the advent of Christ to the 
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house of David, There is no mystery. Gredually the world 
is belng prepared, ‘There are typical minds upon the earth — 
to-day, There aro: men and women who suiliciently repre- 
sent the advent of the spiritof Harmony. There are those | 
~ at least who might stand as prophets for the incoming of the 
now dispensation. “You have heard thelr voices; they have | 
given you the philosophies that have brought you to your 
. present standpoint. They have been teachers and instru- 
' ments of the spiritual world... Thelr teachings have given the 
. seeds of that new sowing which {fs gradually ripening unto 
the harvest. And there shall come a time when some guiding 
.\ mind, some chosen power, some man and woman typical of 
that perfect angelhood, shall stand In the midst of the minds 
of earth and teach as Christ alone taught his disciples by the 
sea of Galilee. The saviour of the Christlan world is man, 
The saviour of the world, under the Angel of Harmony, is 
man and woman, the perfected type of the human race here 
below, that ig culminating in life, in devotion, in knowledge, 
in wisdom; and the Angel of Harmony shall come and abide 
with men, and thelr feet shall be guided and their ways di- 
rected, and the voice that heralds this coming speaks the ad- 
vent of a spirit which is not Ae nor she, but both, even as the 
angels are, which typifies what man and woman shall be In 
the new ago that is coming. 
Not many centuries has the world to wait. With expect- 
ant longing poets have foreseen this, and in wonderful vision 
_ have predicted the golden age of earth. With prophetic long. 
” {ng the teachers of religion have pointed to the time that 
- should come, and with such prophetic longing walts every 
soul for that Spicit of Harmony to descend within and abide 
there, making every human spirit the temple and every hu- 
man life the expression of its power, 

Far away in the heavens a host, led by the Sen of Man, 
whose sign is the cross, is receding. Other hosts in remoter 
periods have passed away beyond the atmosphere of earth’s 
spiritual horizons. ‘That sign— that cross disappears.. No 
more the sword is unsheathed, no more the flame, or torture, 
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or martyrdom appal; no more nations war with nations in the . . 

name of Christ. He calls his own. Far toward another part - 

of the spiritual heavens the mild, beaming light of another -- 

planct spiritually is seen. Its approaching waves mingle in 
“purest hues and colors with the Christ-waves that are atill 
upon earth, sometimes clashing, but more frequently solving 
them and thelr mysteries and angularities—waves of Ilght 
that in rainbow hues Jlumine al! that seems drear and dark, 
and prepare the minds of earth by faint gleams of that celes- 
tial harmony which {s fo come. as 

Oh, serene and perfect Soul! oh, light of the planetary © 
spheres, approaching and approaching still! Bo thy fore © 
shadowing presence felt! be these minds illumined by thy 
presence till strife and discord and disturbance cease, and the 
world shall herald in the coming of the new morn of peace. 

This is our view of the next Messiah. 
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